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Should Be Local Option

In a recent letter to the Methodist
Church of Corvallis, Dr. Frank R.
Menne, chairman of the Oregon State
Racing Commission stated the apinion
that, if an applicant for a dog-track-pari-
mutuel-betting met all requirements, the
Commission might he COMPELLED o
igsue a license, by court action, if need
he.

The Corvallis people were disturbed
about prospective dog racing at or near
Bugene, feeling that it would effect Ben-
ton county adversely. Copies of the
Menne letler were made public in Eu-
gene by Commissioner Jack Beck who
lives here. It is our guess that the pub-
lication of the Menne letter is a high
sign lo all interested parties as to what
fo expect, and that brings up these ques-
tions:

Ts Dr. Menne correcl in his inlerpretatinn
of the law, and il so, what's lo be done about
it?

In our opinion Dr. Menne is correct,
The Commission MAY require the appli-
cant to have a recommendation from the
city council, if the track is within a city;
or from the county commissioners, if
oufside the cily (ORS 462.055) but the
Commission is not bound. Dr. Menne has
stated that no decisions will be made
affecling Bugene or Lane county unless
or uniil a public hearing has been held
here, hut that is a courtesy, nol a re-
quitement, and merely for “letling off
steam.”

I is never possible Lo predict how a
court would rule, but in any situation
where there is no specific instruction or
prohibition, it is a good guess that the
courts would hold that if an applicant
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on All Racing

has qualified, the
grant his permit,

(Dr. Menne ealls altention (o the 1052
yote of the people refusing to outlaw racing
and betling and an expression of the populir
will on questions of “the expedieney, movality
and ceonomics of condueting pari-mutuel wag-
ering," loaving (he commission only adminiss
trative funeficns.)

S0 what? To these who wish fo PRE-
VENT dog racing and pari-mutuel bel-
ting in this communily, we can suggest
only one practical plan of aclion—prepa-
ration of a bill for the 1955 legislature
to require LOCAL OPTION on all rac-
ing applicalions, same as is provided
(although liftle used) for liquor contro-
versies.

Commission must

“Could such a bill be passed al Salem?”

It might be a tough battle, but we do
not see how legislators could deny home
rule in such matters since it is cherished
in nearly every other field of action.

(Upstale: would have (o be ready with
some answers for Portlanders who would ar-
gue (hat the upstaters are perfectly willing tn
shire the “wages of sin" withoul accepting
any of the burdens. Answer would he that
Portland could vole racing oul and become
lily white also and we'd all be “poor bhut
honest” together—in projects subsidized by
racing lool.)

This is rather blunt advice! In Decem-
ber, we understand, the Racing Commis-
sion will receive applications for the
1954 season. There will be at least two
outfits after the business—the Grey-
hound, Ine., which figured in the news
early this summer and the Kemp outfit
which operates in Portland,

Somebody’s going lo gel a license.
There's no way (o stop it under present
Jaw. So .....a word lo the wise is at
least realistic.

Lady Solon Starts Probe Into Senate Kitchens

It has long heent a standing jest in
Washington that if a Senator or Con-
gressman wanls lo get rid of a boresome
visitor, the surest way is lo invite him
to dinner in either the Senale ot the
House restaurant, In the closing days
of the 83vd Congress, Maine's Margaret
Smith infroduced S Res 215 calling for
a special commiltee to investigate the
Senate’s selup—

"o, . for the purpose of ascerlaining
whether such kitchens and reslaurants are
heing operated in a manner which besl serves
the noeds of the Senate and ils employes.”

Hallelujah! In (he Statesman (Salem)
Charlie Sprague lakes off with some
quips:

The committee is enjoined o see whether
the food and serviee maich the charges;
whether the proper standards of cleanliness
are observed; whether the cosls are exeessive,
aie. The commitlee is 1o reporl by Feh, 15
next, and is given power of subpoena; also an
approprialion to finance ils work.

Some housewives over (he country may
wonder why Mrs. Smilh diesn't pil on'a
housedress and march into the kitchen and
see for hersell whether cockronches abound.
whether the reirigernior has been defrostied
Iately, and whether the cooks are using up
the leftovers, Sho might also suggest to the
agriculturo epmmittee that it send over some
of its farm surplus for senator disposal.

One thing sire—=>Mrs. Smith will seo
thal Joe McCarthy is NOT on (hi
maling ¢ommillee. So the country probably
will never Knpw whether the soup s hotsch

Bethel Property Owner

One property owner in Bethel has
made a labulation comparing school
levies of Bethel Neo, 52 and EFugene
No. 4 since 194840 when (he Bethel
consolidation took effect and the build-
ing program began. His figures indicate
that he and other taxpayers out there
have paid 547 more Tor (heir schools
during the last  six  vears (han (hey
woult have by uniting with Fugene
and he asks:

SAm 1 eorreet in onssuming hal we eounld
have had fust as godd schonls in Belhel st
much loss ¢okl, 10 we had consolidnléd?

We think his assumption is warrant-
o, but nobody at this late date could
any how much, because 1f Bethel and
Eugene schools had been consolidated
in 1046 when it wag first suggested, the
planning and construction programs for
the two areas would have been enlirely
different

Bethel has built excellent schools.
and under the skilled direction of Tom
Powers theit school taxes are not now
much higher than Bugene's; although
Eugene has a stronger cash position
But — it should be understood {hal -
gene does not covet the Bethel schoal
system or ils problems.

If school consolidation with Bethel

and fea ix sleeped in a samovar

The committee is to be bi- or mulli-parti-
san: Five members, with not more than threa
{rom one party. The Independent Parly will
not dominate this commitlea but il might get
a place on it 115 lone member called his kick
downsairs, to Public Works and District of
Columbia commillees, “garbage ¢an' assign-
menls, so a place on Maggie's commitiee
would seem' tn he in order,

Well, it's a projeect; and it was just like
A woman (o =uggest il.

If we reinember correcily, the House
had some kind of reform movement in
its kitchens a few years ago. It certainly
was needed. In our experience the worst
meal of all time was one we had thrown
at us in the House restaurant one night
when we were visiting a session with
the late Jim Mofl. The Senale restau-
rant in the capilol was never quite so
had but it was nothing to brag about,
The cafeterias in the Senate and House
office buildings were preferable but
usually inadequate even [or clerical em-
ploves.

(Last time we made the grand four with
Bob Smith he ook us to the caleteria in {he
Supreme Court building which was (he cur-
rent favorite for thoze In the know.)

A liberal policy for congressional
feeding might be just plain good busi-
ness. No telling how much of our really
bad' legislation may have been due to
billiousness.

Wails ‘Spilt Milk’
ever comes up it will have lo originale
with Bethel. One lime a Bethel leader
hoasted:
“Weo are going to huild our schools where
we want ‘emvangd the way wewant ‘em and 1f

wo ever gel into Lrouble then Bugene can bail
us oup™

The Befhel schools are sound.  No
need to bail anybody out. If the school
districts should ever be merged., It would
not affect the basic selup on either side
The day when major school economics
might have resulted from consolidation
is pasl,

Leading news svndicale offers fea-
ture series on how dirly the coming
political campaign is likely to he. What
they tieed is a hurvicane meteorolpgist
to delermine the ration of mud Lo wind.

Some European astrologer prodicts
that if all the Russians mavch loward
the African Congo the world will tip up
s0 thal Moscow will be the North Pole.
Yeh? Now just hold that thought.

“Nation’s Slip Held At Halt" savs an
Oregonian headline which he evidently
intended as a polite though awkward
way lo say our economic slip has heen
showing.
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Peter Edson

Free World “Way Ahead in C

WASHINGTON (NEA)— 1In
sheer bulk of numbers, the west-
ern anti-Communist powers are
"way ahead In this coldwar game
ol matching delectors with the
Communists,

Latest inning
in this game is
the Stale Depart-
ment's  presenta-
tion' in ‘Washing- {
ton ol former
Russian intellis
gence agent Yurilg
A. Rastvorov, whoig
cime over to thed
American side |nd¥s
Tokyo last April., Edson
This publie introdugtion was ob-
viously an effort lo offsel some
of the propaganda damage {rom
the case of Dr. Olin John. He is
the former West German. intelli-
gence chief who recontly went
nver in the Communist side in the
Russian zone of Berlin,

Ameriean oflicials will not give
oul the tolal number of Russians
who have come over (o the anti-
Communist side. The number of
Russinn citizens who have escap-
ed from behind the Iron Curtain
is Kepl secret, so that the Moscow
government will not know how
many defeclors have reached
freadom and safely on this side,

American officials: profess lo
have no list of former Russian
officials who are now in the Unit-
ed States. No master catalogue
has heen prepared of important
ex-Communists in all of the free
colniries,

CAREFULLY SCREENED

Where (he anli-Communist
countries gain their principal ad-
vantage is in the literally millions
of people ‘who have [led from
Communist domination. All are
carefully screened and each adds

his mite to westorn intelligence
about communism,

The Inlernational Relugee Or-
ganization took over lhe task of
resellling nearly 1.5 million dis-
placed persons in 1847, In three
venrs, IRO repatrinted 60.000 and
resettled 720,000 who could’ not
be returned fo countvies under
Communist contral,

The U. 8. Displaced DPersons
Commission and law admitted
336,000 of these relugees In
America, The ‘current Relugee
Reliel Act alms to hring In 200,
000 more by 1056,

The Foreign Operations Admin-
istration’ escape program which
took over where IRO and DPC
left off, has had o confine its
activities lo refugees who have
come {rom behind the Iron Curs
tain since Jun, 1, 1048, Its authot-
ity to handle new cases expired
last \June 30,

Dut over 37,000 of these relu-
gees have been registered in Eu-
rope. Twelve thousand of them
have heen reseitled, 8000 in the
United States. In the Far Easl,
26,000 escapees have heen rogis-
tered. Six thousand of them have
heen resettled, nearly all Chi-
nese.

FOA spent about §7.5 million
on this work last vear and has a
hudget of $6.5 million for this
vear, The eurrenl rale of escap-
ees in eastern Europe is around
200 a month. The rale has been
a5 high as 1,000 o month, all
along the Curtain from Poland
through Turkey,

These figures do not include
the German Llotals, Over, 1,790,-
000 East Germans have escaped
into’ West Germany o gel away
from communism. In addition,
cight million Germans who' bes
fore aund during World War 11
lived cast of the Oder-Neisse line
in what is now Communist o-

old War Game

land have moved into postwar
Western. Germany,

The reverse crossings  from
West Germany into Easst Germ.
any (o embrace communism are
comparatively negligible,

SAME STORY

The same kind of a story camo
oul of the Korean war. In the
great  prisonerof-war exchange
afler the cease fire was signed,
14,000 Chinese and 7,500 Nopth
Koreans chose not to relurn o
Communist control,

On the other hand, only 430
Chinese and 600 Koreans chose
o go hack to Communist North
Koren and Red China. O[ the
United Nations forees, only 21
Amerleans and  one  Brillsher
went. Communist,

- Refugees and eseapees  from
the Communist satellite coun-
trles of course far outnumber
those from Soviel Russia proper,

This is hecause of tighler con-
{rols inside the Soviel and the
need  [or  crogsing A satellite
countey in most cases, even afler
an cscapee gels oulside of Rus.
sin.

Groatesl Communist  defeclor
of all is of course Tito of Yugo.
slavia.

Russian olficials have heen re.
nouncing communism for years,
however, and the public list of
defectors s long. 1L includes:
Alexander Kerensky, first Bol-
shevik premier; Maj-Gen, Walter
Krivitsky, head of Soviel espion-
age, who was found murdered in
Washinglon in 1941; wrilers Vie
Inr  Kravehenko, Jan  Vallin
(Krehs), Igor Gouzenko. MVD
dagent Nikolal Khokhlov recenlly
hroke with the Russians in Berlin
and Vladimir Telrov in Austra-
lia. All have revealed Russian
espionage activities.

In The
SO KIND!

BEUGENE—(Ta the Editor)—
Although [am rarvely in agrees
ment with vour editorials ‘ton-
cerning national politics, T must
regrotfully agree with yvour crjti-
cism coneerning the position of
the “libruls™ in their recent po-
litical orgy against the Commu-
nist party presumably, hut actu-
ally against the etvil liberties of
all the American peaple.

After hearing the pitiful de-
fonse of Sen. Wavne Morse on
Meet the Press Tast night, the re-
vent congressional farce suggests
fragie propovtions. No one is de-
ceiverd—this hill was motivaled
by none other than purely parti-
san eonsicderatinns and tho puhlic
be damned!

How ean such potentinlly able
leaders: as Senators  Humphrey,
Douglas and Morse hope to ser-
ionsly retain the support and
sympathy  of fhose wishing to
conserve Lhe finest aspects of
our democeatie soviety by will-
fully lgnoring oue treasured her-
tage of not condemning A man
for what he thinks, but only for
the specific acts ho commiis?

That such fearful response on
the “lHibruls" parl is a result of
the asinine and wn-Americin he-
havior of IHe Great Crusaders
with [their *Tweniy  Years of
Treason' warery is not to bhe de-
nied. but two wrongs do not add
up ta a right!

Thiz is a time in which cour-
age, integrity and independenco
are imperative, and not one of
thase qualities is present in the
Himphrey-Morse  amendment!

1 most emphalically  do not

Editor's Mail Bag

wish this eommenl in be con-
strued as supporting your often
intemperate  criticisms of the
gond Morge has accomplished,
nor in Lhe slightest lining myself
up with your ridiculous support
of Senator Cordon, Al the point
when you begin  lo  document
Cordon's voling record and list
your specilic rationalizations in
support.  of  such  reactionary
policy, T will then begin o e
ahle {0 understand your position.

It ie because T feel so strongly
against lolalitarlanism  of both
the left and right that I {eel mn-
tivated to write this eriticism,
For some Ume 1 have wondered
what was the aclual substanee
of the oftrepeated cliche that
ours was “a governmen{ of laws
and nol of men." Since, hy this
logic of Scnator Morse, 1 can-
not eriticize the authors of this
law, who ig one to hlame—some
“omnigciont presence dn lhe
sk A really inelsive  legal
mind—Le, Justice Holines—de-
stroyed thiz [aetion quite some-
time ago!

For shame, “libruls!” You
have annoinced that the storl.
ing choice for the American
electorate is in  decide which
party is really the most virulent
and irresponsible in its attack
tpon any devialion' from the
norm, The “lbruls” should re-
member there is a vist and sig-

nficant difference  botwoen  a
compromising and compromised
party!

Sincerely,
MARKO L. HAGGARD,
22603 Patterson Drive, Etigene.

WHAT'S COMMUNISM?

EUGENE (To the Edilor)—
WIll yow kindly explain, on vour
editorial page, jusl what commu-
nism is? We find many persons
who don't understand i, We
thought this might reach at least

part of them. Thank you, BEudel
Leigh,

ED'S NOTE: Thete have bean
severdl kinds of communism. The
earliest Christiane were commu-
nists in the scnse that they be-
lieved in sharing everything. Ex-
periments in Christian  comm -
nism: have oceurred throughout
history mnd  Aurora, Ove,, wik
pioneered by Christian commu-
niets,

Political communism: i based
on the docirines laid down hy
Karl Marx az adapled by Nicalai
Lenin, It calls: for "dictatorship
of the proletariat,” seizure of |he
sovernment by the workers hy
force. Undor Stalin and Malen.
kov {his has come th mean ones
man dietatorship working through
the official Communizt Party
whieh, we are fold, represents
only a small perceniage of the
peaple.

In our demoeracy, 7 cilizen has
the privilege and the duty to
think; tinder communism he is
spared all the work of thinking
for himself.

Communism aspires to rule the
world, Communism, Moscow:stvle
15 the implacable enemy of “dem-
ocratie soolalism™  which stops
with public ownership of indusiry
h}nt‘ permits political freedom.
You're welcome! Now we will
Bnt some arguments from Dave
Hoover, el al,

Hal Boyle

San Francisco Hgg Ayoid.
Being Swallowed by the .

SAN FRANCISCO UP—Lpuvey
from a louring notebook:

What is the charm that makes
up San Francisge?

Every greal world eify, ke
every  oulstand-
ing human being,
has a personality

from others, Who
could awake in |,
Paris and confuse
it with Rome?
Who could mis-
take the fierce
power of New
York [or the grey,
durable grandeur Boyle

of London? Hong Kong has al-
lure inherenl even in fts name,
which sounds ke the bonging
of {emple gongs,

But what is the magic of San
Franelseo? One way [oF dn aul-
Iander Lo learn the secrel of 4
eity ds to ask the people in W
why they choose Lo live thepp,
SURPRISING ANSWERS

Tasked that question ol a num.
ber of residents here. The an.
swers rather surprised me, Noi
one mentioned speecifically (e
things that San Franciseo Is most
famous  for — the unmatehed
splendor of ifls setling, its i
torie past, its variety of food, its
cosmopolitan air,

Here are o few roplies:

“Everybody is an  individual
nut here.  People still respeot
cach other. A pedestrinn even
has equal rights with a motorist,
Folks have more tolerance. They
don'l quibble over small mat.
lors"

“Son Fruncisco has a sense of
vitality and the unexpeeled. You
don't have the feeling that overy.
thing is aver and done with, Any-
thing can happen."

A MAN'S TOWN

“Most cities have only two cli-
mates—hot and cold. Here there
are seven hills and seven ¢lie
males. And the climate doosn’t
change by the week or (e
month. Mony days hera you can
drive a mile and go through at
least Jthree different climates.
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So What's Wrong With Srf

From Congressional Recor

WASHINGTON — The lilerary
life is nol, as you might imagine,
all nouns, wverbs, and cocklail
parties, Jusl ask the bug.eyod edi-
torg of Collier's Magazine, Or con-
fer with that celebrated author,
Rep. Charles A, Wolverlon (R-
Ndj. They're still shaky in the
knees,

My trigie tale of the story that
gob printed in the wrong maga-
gine had ils  beginnings last
manth when Colliers reporled on
"T'he Kind of Health Insuranee
America Needs."

Everyhody agreed It was a
gond piece: Well-written, inform:
ative antd obviously the result of
extonsive rescarch,

EDITORS DELIGHTED

The editors in New York were
delighted, They sel it up in type
and then, as per their usual cus-
tom, they sent the proofs down
to. Washinglon so the authoer
could  insert last-minute correc
tions.

Batk in the editorial pffices the
editors were making up the next
issue of their magazine, with Rep.
Waolverton's dispateh in a promi-
nent spot. And then it happened.

An  assistant  editor  (vou'd
think he'd have had something
hetler (o da) was thumbing
through the Congressional Roec-
ord, Page A-5560, when he came
upon a' story ealled “The Kind of
Health Insuvance’ ete., by a fel-
low named The Hon, Charles A.
Wolverton of New Jersey. IL be-
gan: "Mr. Speaker, next to war,
illness is: the greatest destroyer
of human and economic resour-
ces, Sickness puls more Ameri
cans in hock every year than the
1929 Wall Streel erash."

The sub-editor's hair slood
straight up. He showed the (on
gressional Record Lo his boss, who
went, gnah! Sure enough there
was Collier's article, word [or
ward in the Congressional Rec
ord, before Collier's had a chance
to print it, This brought on lur-
maoil.

RIPPED OUT TYPE

The editors ripped the type ool
of their magazine and rushed in
another article they'd been siv-
ing for just such an emergency:
I asked 'em, why? Nobody much
reads the Congressional Record,
except its own proof readers, 50
what difference would this make
Lo Collier's subscribers?

“And let our subscribers
charge us with stealing stuff ouf
of the Congressional Record?
one of the editors replied. I got
the idea, all right. It wouldn't
have been good.

So the publishers went (o the
author and asked him, what hap-
pened? Rep. Wolverlon was con-
trite. HMe didn't personally have
his piece printed in the wrong
magazine, The clerk who picks
up literature nightly from con
gressional offices for publication
in the Appendix, found this
manuseript on a desk in Wolver-
ton's office, He said, 'Does ih:_s_
go?" A seeretary said," Oh, sure.

I don't suppose, if it weren'!
for me, the readers of Colliers
ever would have discovered what
author Wolverton had to say. Me,
I don't mind picking up stull
from the Congressional Recotd.
His was (he most Interesting.ar

Liele printed in yesrs it iy
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