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" DON'T CRY,HONEY !

i -THE RECORD—-WASNT
REALLY WORTH

STEYE ROPER

RECORDe

el A,

| STEVE ROPER SAYS DAPDY-0 1S NO
PUBLISHER | ALLHE DOES 1S PRINT CHEAP
COPIES OF ANYBODY'S SONGS!
THEN HE CLIPS YOU AGAIN FOR — 1--1 DON'T
MAKING ONE WORTHLESS 17 BELIEVE (1!

WHVI;S'IE'E;’E
5 A POET,
Too! )

“Hehada chera i tAnt book-and the
reason feWad me take Jum fo e stadio
g loget eviderice!”

MARTHA WAYNE

By EUGENE BURNS

A SKULL SHAEKER it is!
Identifly me by No. 2 and you

are in the expert class; by No.

5, you're still fair to middling.

1. Without using my legs, I am
a powerful swimmer —none of
my kind golng far a-sem. A meal-

eater, 1 do not chew my food:
to help my digestion along, 1
swillow hard objects like peb-
bles. I bulld a large nest and
my young hialeh from hard-shell-
ed, gonse-sized eggs. Come the
springtime, when romance gives
me a lwinge, my bellows may
carry & mile to my smaller mate.
At the sama time, I emit jots of
musk from paired glands under
my chin.

2. I may continue to grow half
a century or more—in this, 1
think I am unique. Once I'm
adult, man alone is my enemy—
and even though armed, he
shows considerable respect for
me. With my 'bantam-weight
youngsters, it's different: (heir
enemics are legion — Blrds, rae-
coons, solt-shelled turtles, fish,
gnakes, Even their own falher
may devour them.

3. Survivor of an ancient race,
my fossil remains have been
found in Burope and America,
They show that I once had 6-inch
teeth set in a 6-foot head, and
measured over 50 feet, Today my
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kind are smaller—from 4 to 25
feet—and encircle the globe's
warm regions. However, direct
sunshine at 100 degrees F. kills
me., Before the white man, my
range in America extended from
the Rio Grande in Texas lo
North Carolina.

4. 1 construct my den in the
riverbank above water level, en-
tering it through an underwater
passagewny. To avoid the heat
of day, 1 busk in water or mud;
to avoid droughts, I burrow in-

come cold, I hibernate, perhaps

north, of ¢ourse, the longer.

Is That So!

l Friend to Plover But Enemy to Man I

to the mud and sleep; to over-

months on end — the farther

5. The female builds the nest.
Some make a large mound of|proach is to proceed slowly, care-

vegelable malter and mud, oth-
ers scoop out a hallow in the
sand. Laid, the 20 to 100 white
eggs are covered. The heat from
the decaying vogetables and
warm sand incubates them. After
B weeks or so, the mother hears
the “grunting” from inside the
buried eggs, scratches away the
covering, and then t(he young
peck {heir way out with an egg-

'tooth which is discarded within

a ocouple of days. At birth, the
young asre 8 inches long and
look surprisingly mature. They
grow slowly, about a foot a vedr
until mature, at 10,

6. For a land-lubber, I've made
some rather clever adaptations.
For easy walking in bogs, my
feet are webbed; for floating in
water, just under the surface, my
nostrils open on the tip-lop of my
upturned snout so I ean breathe,
and to keep a sharp lookout, my
eves protrude, stem-like. Should
I desire to submerge completely,

1 close 3 valves: one for my nos-|

frils; another for my ears; a
third for my throat—the latler
permits me to kill my prey under
waler, .

7. I am mostly a night-time
feeder—enting anylhing which I
can overpower such as fish, sal-
amanders, birds, and creatures
which come fo tha river-banks,
including cattle, My favorite ap-

fully—and then make a sudden
rush, striking my victims with
my large, powerful {ail, and then
seizing them in belween my for-
midable jaws, and dragging them
under the water to drown.

8. My sharp interlocking teeth
are embedded in vise-like jaws.
Despite my big mouth, I cannot
swallow anything large so once I
drown my prey, I seize hold of a
chunk and twist if off by turning
my body lengthwise in the water.

Curiously, once my big mouth is!

clamped shut, a comparalively
weak man can hold it shut with
his bare hands,

8. Rapacious lhough T am, I
have formed a touching pariner-
ship with a plover-like liftle bird,
As 1 sleep with my mouth agape,
this little fellow pops in and out
fearlessly, picking my teeth, Oe-
easionally, he also picks things
out of my close-set overlapping
bony armor-plate that covers my
back and neck.

10, Of all repliles, T am perhaps
the most highly specialized, The
soft underpart of my tough skin
Is made into traveling hags, hand-

hags, and shoes; my leeth make]

fine lvory; my musk glands rare
perfume; and some people think
my eggs serumptious. I am best
known for my so-called crocodile
lears. MNonsense! I eare not a
hoot for my victims.

Copyright, 1954, by Eugena Burns

FIRST MUNICIPAL SUMMER THEATER

Philadelphia Goes Into Show Biz

By JAMES F. HAUGHTON
Of The NEA

PHILADELPHIA (NEA)
The citizens of staid Philadelphia
are in the theater business—and
they love it,

The Playhouse In the Park,
Ameriea's only municipally.oper-
ated  summer  theater In  the
round, I8 now in its third and
most successiul season. In faet,
there is even talk of opening a
gocond tont theater in another
parl of the city,

Housed in a colorful orange
and. blue circug tent, the Play-
house Is locdted on a plateaw in
the Belmont Mansion section af
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the cily's huge Falrmount Park.

The lowly outdoor setting is in
__|direet contrast to the busy down-

town district only minutes away.

The Playhouse, which aims to
provide the living theater for the
ayerage Philadelphian o enjoy,
features top Broadway and Hol.
Iywooel stors in leading plays al
prices ranging from $120 to
$2.40, Wednesday and Saturday

51.80.

parking and excellent protection|show business, has arranged such|

Police Seek

provided by Fairmount Park

Guards, but they also enjoy com.|"F
fortable seals and an intimate!

view of the circular stuge—some

681 feet in circucference. The!

theater has 1,072 seats,

Seven Nations
Eye U.S. Pat

WASHINGTON th — Seven

Wednesday to join the United

States ‘in drafting an  allinnee!

they hope will check further ng-

grossion in Southeast Asip,
Simultaneous announcement in

all elght capitals is expected late

ministers reportedly  will meet

I Sept. 6 at Baguio, summer capi|

tal of the Philippines; to weld
thee paet,

Nations said to be ready to al-
lend are Britain, France, the
Uinited  States, Austealid, New
Zoaland, the Philippines, Thai
Land sl Dakistan,

1. § diplomatie officials ac

no thanee  that such  Asiatie
countries as Indin, Burma, Indo-
nesin and Cevlon—all of whicly
have Important gtakes in' South-

cast Asfn—would agree vither to

attond the ‘meeting or to asso.
crite themselves indirectly with
the military objectives of the al
liance

Aineriean  officials,  however,
ire clinging (o some hopoe that
India and other “neutralist” na.
tions i Asin will join in the eco-
nomic phases of the proposed

« <. and it costs sp little

— lastes 5o gogq
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Although a comparative new-|cily theater has prompted Actors
comer on the summer circuit, the|Equity, the stage union,.to cam-
municipal tent show has rapidly|paign among mayors and eivic

gained favor with show folks. It/leaders in the United States and)
ranks with Westport, Conni;|Canada, urging cities to get inj

Provincetown, Mnss,, and Bucks Hl_mw business, Several of the 65
County, Pa, among actor and|cities contacted have expressed

aclresses.
Quaker City residents are giy-

Interest in sponsoring tent Shows,
“Not only has a handsome and

en a varied theater fare during Unexpected profit been chalked
( the 13-week scason which began|Up." Equity reports, “but it has
matinee tickets sell for $1.20 and in June and closes in September,|been found that people are most
Managing Direclor Samuel Han- @ppreciative of what their Park
Not only do playgocrs gel {rec|dlosman, a veteran of 30 years in| Gommission has done,

shows as “Boy Meels Girl,"
ront Page.” “Ah, Wilderness”
and “Tonight at 8:30."

This season's casts feature such|

standouts as Joan Blondell, Zach-
ary Seott, Robert Proston, Betly

Field and Kim Stanley, Margaret|
Truman is scheduled for a late

August appearance in “Autumn
Crocus." Treasurer Harry Silver
reports “the biggest ndvance sale
in history” for Miss Truman’s ap-
pearance,

Credit for  the cily summer

theater belongs fo John B. Kel:|
ly, famous Olympie oarsmin who|
countries wore reporteid ready began as a bricklayer and now al

millionaire brick contractor and
elvie leader,

He's also the father of Iolly-
wood's newest star, Groce Kelly,
and of Henley rowing star, Jack,
Jdr., and a brother of George and

week, The vavious foreign Walter, famed author and actor.

The success of Philadelphin's

Man Unable
To Bend Gets
Stand-Up Auto

LOS ANGELES t—An ex-

| knowledged there appears to Be Marine who can't sit down now

hag an auto he ean operate
standing up,

The ear was dolivered Wed-
nesday tn Kenneth Portor, 35,
a Phoenix, Ariz, tax consult-
ant. Az a result of a war
wound he is rigid from neck
to knees, and does hig work at
an’ elbowheight desk, He eals
standing up, and gels inth bed
with the aid of a hoist.

Porler bought a parcel do.
livery chassis. some  months
ago, and ovdered an aireon.
ditoned  hody  with  special
rearview mirrors, a driving
platform and a builtin bed.
The wehicle has  automatie
shift, power steering and

power brakes. All contrals are |automobile, she accidentally step-

hand operatoed,

The Aluminum Body Corp,,
bullders of the body, made
Porter a present of an elovator
that gets him inoand out of his
auto, A radio for the car was
presented by the AFL United
Aute Workers,

Church Usher
In Portland

PORTLAND (p—A 25-year-nld
usher for the First Methodist
Church here was sought Thurs:
day in connection with tfie thoft
of more than $300 of Sunday col:
lections.

The suspect was identified as
Robert L. Johnson, alias Robert
L. Gordanier, who also has
passed bad cheeks worth 8400 to
Portland merchants, Spokane po-
lice were reported to be laaking
for a man of his deseription on
i bad check charge,

Jolinson was taken into the

home of Rev. Laurence E. Nye,

church pastor, several months|g
agn, He was to have deposited

the missing money at a bank
Tuesday,

Rev. 0. Maxwell Graham, an 8 ==
assistant minister, called in po-| -
lice after the ushor's disappear-|

ance was  discovered following
the' suspected theft.
Dotective William Brian told

church officials that the ushor|
and the man wanted hy Spokano/

police used the same name, He
said  Spokane police reported

their  subject was  “aciive in!
church: work™ and was possibly|
staying with a Portland minister.|

The man sought by Spokane!
police had passed $2,000 in had!

checks in that area. Portland
police alsn were checking sev-
erdl cheek transgactions made by
the missing Johnson., One con-
corned a S1.800 personal check

|he gave Rev. Nye for purchase

of a car

ILLEGAL PARKING

MILFORD, Conn 10 — When
Mes * Phyllis White moved over
lo let her husband drive their

ped on the accelerator, Police

safl the car spurted across gl
streef, narrowly missing other|

michines, and Ypacked” in & gar-
age which it entored by punchs
ing a 10 x 10 foot hole. Her
husband was thrown out, hurt.

ing his leg, but she csmpcd‘

L. jwithout a serateh,

2aain!
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BUZ SAWYER
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DR, MORGAN TO THE PHONE 34
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YOU 'LATER /
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