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I.W.W. Passing Into the Realm of Legend

In the March issue of the “Oregon
Historical Quarterly,” Robert L. Tyler
contributes an extremely interesting
article on “LW.W. in the Pacific N.W.:
Rebels of the Woods." Forty years and
even thirty years ago, the Industrial

* Workers of the World, with their gospels
of “One Big Unjon” and “General
Strike” were an issue from coast to
coast, :

The LW.W. survived. In Seattle and
a few other large cities, there are musty
citadels where a few oldtimers hold
forth, but Mr, Tyler writes after visiting
one of these places:

Leaving the darkening hall, preserved un.
wittingly like a museum display, one strolls
uptown toward the neon lights and the auto-
mobile din, convinced {hat the LW.W. ean
scarcely survive its present membership, It
has separated f{rom ils own past, a legend
which' has now been drawn up into American
culture and no longer relies upon an existing
organization for ils sustenance, Slgnlficantly
enough, many people who like to recall anee-
dotes about the Wohblies are convineed that
the organization died years afgo and would be
disappointed to learn that real, live Wobblies
are no longer the dashing rogues of their
storfes.

In the Northwest, of course, the
LW.W. movement or menace (whichever
way you want to see it) reached its peak
on Armistice Day in 1919 with the Cen-
{ralia “massacre” or riots. This affair
was merely the culmination of a long
series of disturbances dating back fo
1905 when the LW.W. was organized.
The Centralia trouble was preceded by
a smaller riot during a Red Cross pa-
rade in 1918, The emotions of war time
were still at fever height.

It may never be known just who
struck first. The Legion parade halted
near the LW.W. hall. Something hap-
pened. Legionnaires stormed near the
entrance; LW.W.'s starting shooting.
Several marchers were killed and in the
followup several Wobblies were slain,
and at least one, Wesley Everest, was
lynched. It was a horrible affair which
shocked the nation.

Mr. Tyler reviews the entire history

of LW.W. in® considerable detail. They
were the predecessors of the Moscow-
governed Communist party in the United
States, as such, but their connections
with the Communism of that period were
tenuous.

"Why did the IW.W. fail In its effort o
capture the -American Labor movement?"

Mr. Tyler offers this theory:

Founded in 1805 by a heterogencous group
of radicals who hoped to put the conservative
American Federation of Labor out of business,
the IW.W. soon became not the threalening
rival of the AL Its founders intended, but
n smoll fraternity of itincranl rebels and
hohoes. These workers were aliracted {o the
LW.W. because it supplied a home and a
meaning for their aimless lives. Struclurally,
the TLW.W. appealed to them because it made
no polilical demands upon them, because it
charged low Initlal fees and dues, because it
allowed seasonal workers to transfer {rom one
constitutent union o anolher without red {ape
or new fees. It appealed psychologically hes
cause It satisfied soclal needs and because it
seemed to be an organization really their own,
not something created for them by middle-
class soeialists, welfare workers, or the Sal-
vation Army.

The writer's narrative is salted with
excerpts from the ballads of Joe Hill,
the Wobbly troubadour, and many other
poets of the movement, They are a pic-
turesque Jot and the fears which they
inspired were probably out of all propor-
tion to their actual strength,

. (My Tyler deseribes the series of T,W.W.
riots in Eugene in 1912, during the eonstruc-
tion of the Southern Pacifie’s Coos Bay branch,
But most of the Wobbly troubles were farther
north in the more active lumbering areas he-
cause Oregon hod not yet developed Indus
trially.)

The LW.W. is passing into the realm
of legend. My, Tyler believes it will be
remembered chiefly for its “personal-
ity,” its peculiar evangelistic eharacter,
“something that has continued to capti-
vate poets, novelists and journalists.”
In the garden of labor movements, the
ILW.W. was what a naturalist would
probably call a sport. Nevertheless, it
has its place in the infinitely varied
history of social deyelopnient in the
United Stales,

Remember Gold Rush on McKenzie Pass?

Over in Malheur county, near the
Idaho horder, there has been tremen-
dous excitlement the last few days, due
to the discovery of uranium in the area
known as the Harper basin, which is
about 23 miles up the Malheur valley
above Vale on 1. 8. 20. Hundreds of
people have rushed in with Geiger
counters and on the slightest flicker of
the instrument they have staked oul
claims, So far, the only result is dis
appointmeni—assays show no deposits
of commercial value,

All this reminds us of the great
“gold rush™ at the summit of the Me-
Kenzie Pass about 25 years ago. We
cannot. remember the exact date but
we would be glad to be refreshed by
somebody who can remember it accur-
ately, As we recall it, a chap came
down from the mountains one week-
end and announced he had found
chunks of rich, gold-bearing ore near
Windy Gap. That was enough to start
the stampede,

In vain, the late Warren D, Smith
and other geologists issued statements
whieh said that it was most improbable
that gold-beaving structures would ever
be found in lava formations such as
those at the McKenzie Pass, 'That didn't
stop anybody — they piled into their
Model T's with all kinds of digging and
camping equipment and headed for the
Ygold field” We can remember Dr.
Smith saving:

“Barnim wasn't right afler all. There's
at least 100 suckers born every minute”

In a few days came assay reports

which put an end to the scramble, The
experts held that if a piece of gold-bear-
ing rock had been found in the lava
fields, it had been carried there. None
of the rocks actually native to the area
showed the slightest trace of gold.
Gradually the excitement abaled and
fhe “prospectors” and camp followers
drifted back to their homes; some had
hundreds of miles to go,

In Lane county, there have been
only two mining areas that ever amount-
ed to anything—the Bohemia arvea near
Cottage Grove and the Lucky Boy op-
eration on Blue River. Considerable gold
was take from these mines some 50
years ago bul the rich deposits are very
spotty. There are enormous quantities
of low-grade mixed ores but nobody has
ever found an economical way lo ex-
fract the maferials, There used to be
some cinnabar mining at Black Bulte
south of Coltage Grove, and at Elkhorn
across the line in Douglas county, but
Lhose operations dwindled with he
price of mereury. .

It used to be that the bearded pros-
pector with his overloaded burro was
a faivly Tamiliar sight in the hills, all
the way from here to California, but
the prospector, a5 such, vanished with
the green gold of the timber boom, Any
seientist will tell you that today ordi-
nary minerals ave more valuable than all
the precious motals, but that doesn't
impress anybody when somebody re-
ports a “STRIKE." It all scems to ver-
ify the old adage that it's casier to sell
gold bricks than real gold pieces:

Joplin Adopts 'Accrual Accounting’

doplin, Mo., a city about the size of
Fugene, is credited with writing into its
new cily charter provisions for modern
accounting methods which have long
heen recommended by the Muniecipal
Finance Officers Assn.  Puehlp, Colo
has adopted  similar  provisions,  The
most important features of the Joplin
and Pueblo plans are; +

All aecounts are kept on an “acernal bosis™
—which means that revenues ave marked on
the books a% income when tax nolices go onl,
and oxpenditures are noled as soon as an
order Is placed,

No funds may be paid out unless the order
has the appraval of the department of agency
head, the director of finanee, and the eiy
manager.

A colty officlal 15 to he held personally
Hable and subject to removal from office for
making unauthorized expendituries,

City buildings and other hised assels are
kept in the general ledger on the basis of
original cost or ostimated eost

Mast of these methods have been in
use for a long time in Oregon. For some
years, our cily managers have made
monthly reports; showing the condition
of each department’s funds, including
all the ¢charges made against the author-
ized budget. Within the last year our
county commissioners have adopted a
similar rocord which shows not only the
cagh paid out but the charges authorized
for future payment.

There Is still room for inprovement
in the accounting methods of Oregon's
public bodies. Avcounting methods are
difficult for laymen to understand but
they are of the utmost importance;

"
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WHO'S FOR CLASSICS!

RUGENE— (Tp the Editor—
Signor Antonacel should have no
real {rouble in assessing the rea-
son fo the Baker Drug Store
on 8rd and Burnside in Portland
being sueh a good place for the
sale of his Mentor line: of poclket
books if he will bul remember
the character of the people who
inhabit those parts from time to
time.

Firstly, if 1 remember corroct-
ly, there are some fattooing estab-
ments in the locality. Tattooing
spells sallors, for snilors are the
traditional patrons of such arts a5
are vonded In these places. Sall-
ors uset o be at sea for much
longer periods than they are now:
adays, but, I daresay, their read-
ing matter hasn't changed too
much since windjammer days, in
which by father used to delight.
A sallor who could read, and
many of them learned while at
sea, usually leaned toward books
thHat would stand a second, a
third, and wusually dog eared
fourth (ime around (he erew.
Seems 'as though a Bible was
standard equipment in someone's
seabag,

Secondly, a large sign reading
*Josus, The Light of the World,"
vies suceessfully with one read-
ing Star Burlesque, Girls, Girls
Girls, Girls ad Infinitum et cetern
and stuff, The population in
those parts may sometimes be on
their uppers, and some of them
are undoubtedly rugged ¢harac
ters, but there are more of them
who have seen [ar better days,
living on small pensions, relief,
odd jobs, and handouts, who
know, and  enjoy, the belier
velass" of literature, musie, and
art, These people #re the ones
who go hungry Lo go to the “Mel"
to hear the great stars from the
uppermost baleony. These are the
people who understand why the
classics are enlled classics  be-
cause they do not patronize them
for appearances sake but beeause
they are “Food for the Soul”

I knew an old man; when 1
was somewhat younger, who used
to come to my houge tosplay an
old French fiddle that was given
to me by my Grand Uncle Tohn,
The [iddle was broken, irrepara:
bly, but not till long after Charlie
takin had pulled many a tune
from its stubbarn insides. Charlie
Bakin was an old lime steamboal
engineer  on  the ‘Willamelte
River, and spent his declining
years ona (arm a few miles south
of Salem. He fiddled for dances,
and at parties, or weddings, but
he loved his musie nbhove all
ptlier Interests. 1 recall his plays
ing as i it were vesterday, and,
sometimes, with an apology, for
he would always say he couldn't

justice. e would
Ly i Strauss wallz

It hins Been'a gond many yours
sinee Chatlie Eakin wenf (o lis
reward, He was a erackerlack
“Old Time Fiddler,* and played
all of the old favorites, reels,
hornpipes, waltzes, and such. 1
haven't heatd o veal flddler In
vouars that could begin to play
soowell the old time style, Qne
thing 1 will femember wis his
nften apolpgy. when he staried a
“Olssie™ lune. He  couldn’l
rightly o it justice, “it look a
violinist, not a fiddler” he'd say,
and then he would play like mad.
He always vsed to glve credit to
a musiclan of more lalent, and
had a deep love of good music.

To soe "0l Charlie” standing
on o streel corner in Salem, tats
tered overalls;, elbows akimbo,
streams of tobaeco julce emanat-
ing from all sections, ane would
never suspoct the talemt  he
possessed, or the things he held
with more than ofdinary respoot,
1t doesn't seem possible, but Mr.
Antonacei's mport is not amiss,
1 daresay the type of phonograph
records people buy and play over
and over for years would f(ollow
the samo pattern, It is true of
paintings for the homo, us well
Certain types of art, literature,
and music have a mass appeal
that goes beyond the lines of sec

Editor’s Mail Bag

tionalism, class, or economics,
1t I5 also true that good income
often makes It possible for peo-
ple to alford to buy more loxu-
ries, and ‘Classies” eome in for
u hetter sule where the averige
income is greater per caplta. Eu-
gene probably has a very high
per capita average compared to
ollier parts of the state. IL cor-
tainly enjoys a booming indus-
try, and the phrase, "Oregon’s
Second Market,” is no idle boast.
No wonder Mr. and Mrs, Eugene
are “Class Readers."”
JOHN E, DAVIS,
256 ‘W, 6th Ave,
Eugene, Oregon

GIVE 'EM VOTES

BEUGENE (To the Editor) —
Did you ever have the pleasure
(and 1 do mean pleasure) of
listening to a group of leenage
high school boys and girls argue
the problems of today In a Iriend-
ly and serious discussion? Well,
I did, and I was amazed at the
knowledge and understanding
they had and the good judgement
af their ideas of how lo improve
them, This was during World War
11 before any of them were old
enough lo join (he service and
they did not know I was listening.

One would present a problem
and glve his or her Ideas then
sk, “What do you think?'" An-
other would say, "1 look at il like
this;" and so on i1l each had ox-
pressed theie opinion, Then they
would sum it all up neatly and
they actually startled me with
|he inlelligence they showed and
1 knew they had studied these
things carefully. I the politicians
and those in authorily would al-
ways show the good judgement
these 14 lo 16 year old students
showed, I am sure thls world
would be a much better and safer
place lo live in.

So, 1 say if they arc old enough
lo think of the splendid ideas they
presented and have to be dralted
and give up the besl part of their
lves and education to fight wirs
thal were none of thelr making,
let them vole al eighieen. Afler
fighting a war, they may not be
able lo show ns good a judgment
at lwenty one as they did at eighl-
cen, With this dreaft hanging over
their heads, they have no chance
to plan or look forward (o a norm-
al life. If we are going to trusi
them  enough to fight for OUR
lives and OUR freedom, at least
give them a chance lp show lhat

know who and what they are vol-
ing for,
MRS. HALLIE SPENCER
P.0. Box 222
Qakridge, Oregon

POW'S ETC.

SPRINGFIELD—(To lhe Edi-
tor)—1I was very glad lo see ane
of the letters recently written (o
you in which the writer states
that he thinks our men had suf-
ficlent punishment as POWS
without having more added,
certainly do agree with him,
notice thalt our President felt
sympathy with Col. Swable.

But I don't see where much
has been gained in the peace
tallks held recently, apparently
very definitely Russla intends Lo
continue as before, ohstructing
liberal {reatment to satellite (en-
slaved) nations,

Very definite i the fuct that
West Germany—whal a pity it
is that the Germans can't be
united in one country—is getting
on her feet commercially, Re-
cently they {ook away the con-
tract for a huge steel Will in
New Delhi, India from both U.S,
and Brilish competitors. Now
they are offering lower prices on
our Dam machinery (8340,000
lower than our lirms), Soon we
will hear of thelr suceessful ef-
forts down in South America.

They: are now entering thelr
Volkswagen car over here whero
we already have a lot of good
American cors, Besides which we
lave British ears here,

Japanese goods are on sale
at cheaper prices than our own,
The quality toes not compare
with. our own  manufactured
products.

We really need todny a Super-
man, a man like Martin Luther
or John Bunyan, a Godfearing
man yet with {he brain of a
Ponzi, to adjust this world's busi-
ness affairs, The Bible—Joshua
1:7, “Only be thou slrong and
very courageous , . ..

In these days the chorus of a
song of earlier days comes back
lo me with redoubled foree. It 5
a redl uplift, almost a sermon in
itself,

A conlented mind is a blessing
kind,

And a ‘merry heirt is a purse

well lned,
So what care T, leb the world

-t

Ho by
For it's: better far to laugh
than ery,
Yours very truly,
' CECIL F. HAMMOND

By GALBRAITH
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"The boss certainly isn't a thoughtful man—I kaep his
desk as neat as a pin, but he still crabs about my
spelling!"

Marquis Childs

French Marshal’s Dismis
Brings Turmoil to Franc

PARIS—The political upheayal
touched off in France by the dis-
missal of Marshal Alfonse Juin
as vice-president of fthe high
councll of the armed forees and
from his other of-
fices resembles in
kind, if not in
degree, the ex-
ploslon that fol-
lowed President
Truman's dismis-
sal of General
MacArthurduring
tha Korean war,

Juin timed his
speech in opposi-
lion: to the Euro- Childs
pean Defense Compiunily at a
critieal moment in the effort of
the government to bring the issue
to a debate aftef the Easter holl:
day, For months Juin has in
private spoken frankly in opposl-
tion o the concepl that is at the
heart of Presidenl Eisenhower's
foreign policy, In this he had
made himself a kind of hero of
the extreme rightists opposing
the European army plan.
GRUENTHER INVOLVED

The marshal had gone so far
a5 |0 add In his private conversa-
tion his conviction that Gen. Al
fred Gruenther was also opposed
to EDC. Ten days ago in a talk
with Juln, Gruenther told him he
was disturbed by this reporl since
he, Gruenther, felt that there Was
no alternative to EDC. A lillle
later Gruenther made a publie
statement to this effect, Juin
seems fto have taken the Grien-
ther stalement as a signal glving
him the right to come oul pubr
liely In opposition to EDC, Al
any rate Juin's backers in the
assembly are claiming that if
Gruenther could speak for it, then
the French marshal had the right
tp speak against it. They go on
o demand that Gruenther also
be dismissed,

Juin has nothing like the popu-
lax, following in France that Mac-
Arthur had ‘at the time of his dis-
missal, He s a respecled mili-
lary figure with a long and dis-
tinguished career,

But what gives weight lo his
words in this connection is the
fact that he is a “marshal of
France," This relales him dl-
rectly to the long tradition of the
French army and the gredt tradi-
tions centering around It

AMERICANS SURPRISED

A mavshal of Franee woars
seven slars on his  shouldor
"boards, The highest-ranking gen-
eral wears only five stars, There
is no six-star rank, so (hat when
n soldier is made a marshal—and
this Is rave, indeed—he moves
into a venerated class, As with
American five-star generals, mar-
shals of Frence never retire,

which means that Juin
tinue 1o hold his rank y
perquisites,

American genorals why
worked closely in NATH
Juin are surprised ai the
step he has taken. Thov
him' friendly, with a s
humor ‘even ab times af pj
expense, little given 1o thed
his rank around. Pui,
French political crisis hys
engd, rumors have spreaq
Juin has bheen playing i
idea that a “strong ‘man®
be necded o pull (ha g
logether.

These rumors have hug |
Juin has begun (o think of
self as Lhat strong map,
thought of a coup d'elal {3
culed by most obscryers
They do not, however, )
the idea that Juin might b
ing with the Idea that the n
would turn Lo him when (g
ally are so sleke of reouyrin)
litieal crises and  poverng
which cannot govein.

Certainly, his stitements
been arropanl  since P
Lanicl and Minister of Dy
Pleven with other minist
cided to fire him. Juin ha
that he would not be sumn
before the cabinel as Lhaoyg
were ‘'a Lrumpeter," o refo
to the unenviable role of
bugler who must get the
pany out in.the morning,
spoken seornfully of being 4
before the press Lo expla
actions.

SHUNS PRESS

Newspaper reporters hag
recent weeks made repeats
forts to see Juin as the m
spread that he was talking
and 'more freely in opphgi
the Buropean army plun, Hi
refused lo see them all
weeks ago this reporter mad
approach through one of
marshal’s friends, Ward wasl
back that while ho opposed
he was not propared af
point to speak oiit publiely,

As the only soldier with
rank of mavshal, Juin appe
in any French town would
the whole town out inlo
streets. He can Nardly ho
to have a political followid
the country, But he does
wide popularity in the army
the army has a much mote d
influence on politics: than ff
most any other European d
lry. Therefore, the consequd
of  his dismissal are extry
serious,  IL has  stieed
chauvinlsts and the nation
who do not want 1o seea U
Europe, And bt has great]
barrassed those such as Pl
who are sincercly commitls
unificalion.

(Distributed by Uniled Fe
Syndicate, Ine.)

Frederick Othman

‘Overcoat’ a

Nasty Word

If You Are in the Army

WASHINGTON — Having read
with care the 12th intermediate
report of the House committee on
government operations a bout
overcoats, 1 ean say only in de.
fense of the Army that it keeps
its soldiers warm,

For a while there in 1049 it had
on hiand four overcoals for evory
man, but it sfill did nol belleve
they were warm enough. 5o Il
nsked Congress for $20,000,000 Lo
buy each one a fifth coal. This is
official,

I ‘the military wants lo argue
about the facts, it can take up
the subject with Rep. Clare Haff-
man (R-Mich), the hollest-tem-
pered man in Congress, or with
the  mild-mannered R, Walter
Riehlman (R-NYJ, who found
himself for a while Inundaled by
overcoats,

Some of those, as it tirned out,
had leggings built in and the idea
was fine except that it didn't
work. A soldier in a hurry some-
limes was brought to the ground
by his own patent costume, So
the Army shipped these pariicular
coats 1o Philadelphin, wWhere a
cantrictor snipped off the leg.
gings and rebulll them into ear
warmers for Aretle use. Ah, mo.

It was & bifter report that Rep,
Richiman turned in. He charged
that on the last day of 1046, when
the Army had a five.vear supply
of nvercoats on hand, it ordored
545,000,000 worth of the jobs with
the leggings sewed In, Thal was
only the beginning,

At the same time this order
was belng placed, the report con-
tinned, the Army was asking
Congress [or 820,500,000 more for
overcoats, without mentioning the
£45,000,000 worth it already had
Bought.

MORE COATS

Then, aceording to Rep, Riskl
man and Co., the Army discav.
ered it had more overcoats (han
It thought, and wsed that $29,500,-
000 for something else, For what,
the eongrossmen said they never
could discover, All the genilemen
could learn was that the cash
never was refurned to the {reas-
ury,

“In four successive years,' the
report continued, “'the Army came
before Congtess requasting npe
proximately $103,000,000 for over
coats which it did not need and
did not buy,"

Came the Korean Wiar and (he
army actually did spend 8101,
10,000 {or a new modified type
of overcoat, with a detachuble
inner lining, but without leg-
gings, The bookkeoping by now
was g0 complicated by war emer-
gencies  that the congrossmen

couldn't decide how
they were,

Stll and all, they s,
Army's disvegard for fax do
involving overconts was
cusable,

Never shall T forget Nop. T
man's demonsteation of the
cont with the built-in pent
handed this to his chief
sel, Paul Cotler, ln {ry on,
ter, who is the dignified
ealled one of his younger 2
anis, to play model,
TOUGH TO FIGURE

The latter pul on: the
which came below his K
Hanging still helow were 8
ple of large flaps, which b
ed the ground. Euach of
was designed to gzip Into &
oring for each leg. It did
when Counsel Cotlor nd b
finally  figured out hovy
workeed,

Came then a couple of €8
who told how they hid to
these coats. They said they
preciated belng kept wars
they digliked the wiy their
kept teipplng them. The trd
soemed {o be that when o
dior is in a hurey, he
limo to zip his legaings,

Removing the legalngs
all these millions worth of
coits, ns T remember the te
mony, cost nearly S000,000
pains Rep, Richlman is the
that army officials still jd
the coats as normal and o
purchases.

I'm glad, mysell, the ov
soason s aver [or 1054, bu
afrnidl we're going to hear 1
haot words on this warm
Jeet, L

(Copyright, 1084, by Ul
Fouture Svndicate, Ine.)

So They Say —

1 would be happy to serve
County Republiean Commt
il it were not for the
hive alwnys been a Do
. H. Batts, Tullahoma, T
mistakenly named to GOP 18

a & =
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The administration hes
posed fax relief for busines
that s well and good. BY
should first glve benefits 1@
ineome groups, — Sen, TH
A. Burke (D-0.),

. .

If we use unfale nw!liI
fight Communists, we help
stroy freedom alirsolves: =

President Nixon.
LI

-

On the New York Central
is only one driyer’s seat &
room for another=\William
NYC president,




