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“HOME OF FRIGIDAIRE"

RICHLAND, Wish, 1#—Spawn.
ed by the atom and nurtured by a
| frantie nueclear weapons race be
|tween East and West, this once
}.ah-em.' little farm villnga is today
|a hustling, booming eity,
| To  neighboring communities,
which a scant 11 vears ago knew
Richland as a dusiy litile hamlet
jnr only 240 people, the bonm
seems fantastic, The town now
hoasts a papulation of 28,000 and
IUs sl elimbing. Its streels and
shops are jammed with ennstrue-
[tion warkers, seientisty, soldiers
|and theie families.

!I!lﬂ CHANGE

The hig changs lonk shape
when the government first eyed
this palch of desert, Inhabited
lanly by fackrabhits and coyotes,
|a5 the site {or a new kind of fac-
|lory-——the first of its kind in the
world.

In 1043, with World War IT ap.
proaching climaetic stage, the
government bought the land on
which Riehland stood and started
construction'of an atomie energy
plant,

More Iand was added later une
til it eventually took in a 600
square-mile tract, more than half

the siza of Rhoto Island, Within
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K($10 Million Loss in ‘53

its houndaries wax the village nf
Hanford, 30 miles north of Rich-
land.

Hanfard at first wax the fooal
paint of the entire atomie reser-
vation. As the giant alomie plant
grew out of the desert, Hanford
hecame a king-size construction
eamp.

TOWN BOOMS

Abruptly, as {he Tactory neared
eompletion, Hanford was aban-
doned and the cenier nf opera:
tions shifted to Richland,

The litlle town was expanded.
New houses went up for 16,000
atom plant employes and their
families, A few businessman
came on the scene,

The governmenl consirucled Lhe
naw houses and backed the busi-
nessmen.

Other, more skeptical, business-
men called Richland a *‘fash in
the pan.' They lurned down gov-
ernment offers of bulldings and
financial backing tn open up in
Richland,

They argued that Richland, at
war's end; would fold and s0
would the big: atomie plant al
Hanlord.

But, when the war  ended,
Americans quickly discovered the
smile on Sialin’s face did not
necessarily reflect his thoughts.
The United Stales was in the
alomic energy business for keeps.

FEVERISH GROWTH

Richland continued lo/ grow al
a feverish pace, The Alomie En-
argy Commission decided lo pump
new lile into the town's business
community, There was a need
not anly te meet the normal de-

Motor Firm Reports

DETROIT 1 — Hudson Malor
Car Co, reported Saturday a loss
of $10411,060 in 18563 as com-
parad with a profit of $6,307.847
in 1052,

A. K. Barit, president of Hud-
s0n, told stockholders:

“The loss for 1953 was caused
by numerous problems among
which was the inability of dealers
to handle the anticipated volume
of ears due to a combination of
wholesale eredit restrictions im-
posed by fingnce companies ‘and
overstocked new and used ecar

Richland Booms as Atom City

mand for gonds, hut for eompetl-
lion to make shopping more at-
{ractive,

The government promptly of.
fered fo sell the business build-
ings It awned io (he operalors
along with fixtures and Inven:
lories,

Businessmen In government-
owned huildings wera given the
green light to improve and en-
large the properties they were
leasing.

A whale new husiness districl
was a sagebrish fammed field a
half: mile north of the town, A
oreek  lined  with willows ran
through it

SHOPPING AREA

Men and  hulldozers  quickly
transformed the plot inlo a mod-
ern shopping area, Slorm sewors,
water lines and utllity poles ro-
placed the sage and willows, Con-
crete sidewalks appeared where
{he banks of the creek had been,
Shill, outside business interests
batked.

“It's faking a chance on a cily
that ean turn Info a ghost lown
overnight,” one complained.

The General Eleciric Co,, the
prime contraclor operating both
the atamie energy plant and the
town of Richland, sent two ex-
perts, . J. Pederson and M. L,
Blum, on a coast-to-coast trip to
drum up businessmen willing to
invest in Richland's future,
Their biggest trouble was de-
seribing Lhe place to polential in-
vesinrs,

"How were we going lo falk up
a new town in the desert as a
boom town, with tremendous po
(entinl for geowth and expan-
sion," Pederson recalls. “It might
seem 1o have advanlages o one
prospect, but look like a com-
plete waste of time for another.”

TALKING POINTS
They finally settled on these
lalking points:

Richland had ideal location
for municipal facilities,

There was certainly plenty
of parking space.

There were good streels, ex-
ecllent fire and police protec-
tion.

There was a large and steady
payroll at the atomic energy
plant,

Thera was plenty of toom
for competitinn since Richland
had only about 45 businesses,

markets,

Businessmen  gradually ecame
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tn ses the great possibilities
cradled In the rapldly growing
town,

New husinesses moved In and
fgrew with the elty, Today there
are more than 200 In the lown,
School consiruclion alsn
jumped, Before the government
moved in, Richland had a total
school enroliment of around 333,
Last year the enrollment was 7,
721 and growing.

Thers are bright new apart.
ment hulldings, handsoma homes
for rent, entertainment facilities
and landseaped sireelz—and very
few jackrabbils—in the thriving
town, of Richland today.

An offshoot of the atom, Rieh.
land  doesn't  anticipale  any
teouble in selling Itself Lo palen.
tal investors from now on. |
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Discuss Indochina

WASHINGTON " — Prezident
Eisenhower conferred far moare
than an hour Saturday on the In.
dochina situation with Secrefary
of State Dulles and defensa chiofs,
No announcement was forthcom-|
ing alter the meeling, The Presi.|
dent held a similar discussion
with Gen, Douglas MacArthur on
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