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Of Ike Blurred

NEW YORK Shortly before he left
his Denver headquarters to start on the
long campaign trek, Gen. Eisenhower had
a conference with one of the most astute
and understanding of his backers. This
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friend and long-tim- e ad-

mirer gave the candidate
some advice which went
more or less as follows:

"Ike, the public has two
Images of you. One is the
warm - hearted friendly
human being whom ev-

eryone likes. The second
image is of the leader,
confident and resolute,
ready to assume the great
task of leadership ahead

:A Liberal Editor Questions FEPC Sincerity

CHILD!

Fiery John Rankin
Can Now Cool Off

For rabble-rouse- rs of both sides it Is a
very valuable issue. It is good for an inflam-

matory and intimidating utterance any day.
It gives Adam Clayton Powell or Vito

or even Senator Lehman the chance
to throw his weight around In New York;
and at the other extreme, Governor Byrnes
to do the same thing in South Carolina.

As an issue it is kept passionately alive,
bringing shudders to platform writers at na-

tional conventions and cautiously unctuous
words to the lips of presidential candidates,
depriving all including the inciting orators
themselves of dignity. The most destructive
force in politics today is kept alive though
reasonable men are aware that the passage of
a compulsory F.E.P.C. law is most improbable
in the first place, and that even if passed
it would be practically impossible of admin-
istration and enforcement.

THE F.E.P.C. set up in 1942 by President
was something else a part of

the mobilization of the nation's labor force
for war production, and a move for the best
use of manpower. A compulsory F.E.P.C. In
peacetime, aimed at settling questions which
are all but impossible of answering questions
like the presence or absence of prejudice in
an employer's actions would impose a stag-

gering task upon the federal government. It
would mean ventures into a kind of thought-contro- l,

or that many
a champion of an F.E.P.C. seems
not to have considered. On the surface the
idea has a swift and facile appeal to social
consciousness and democracy. When it comes
to practical application, the problems become
uncountable. When it comes to the moral
point of inquisitions set up, of force imposed
on private action, they multiply.

It is reasonable to suppose that the diffi-

culties, both technical and moral, are quite
clear to responsible members of both parties.
Neither platform is more than a thing of
vague words on this point. The Democrats
"favor federal legislation effectively to secure
. . . the right to equal opportunity for em-

ployment." The Republicans promise to pass
"federal legislation to further just and equit-
able treatment in the area of discriminatory
employment practices (which) should not
duplicate state efforts to end such practices
(or) set up another huge bureaucracy."

What do these words mean? In their ob-

scurity and their possibility of justifying al-

most anything that is done or not done, they
mean that pressures have made our political
parties compromise truth and reality. They
mean that license is given to demagogues to
make hay in their own particular pastures,
and to do so with the amplifying and abet-

ting opportunity of a hot presidential cam-

paign in which everything makes news. The
words mean that In the practical demands of
politics, there must be ingratiation all around.

This is why a group of Negro leaders,
headed by a venerable bishop, visited General
Eisenhower in Denver last week, and a little
later an inquiring party of Mississippi Dixie
crats dropped in on him; and both apparently
liked what they heard. At the same time, an
other Mississippi delegation talked with Gdv- -'

ernor Stevenson at Springfield, naturally
mentioned the subject of the civil-righ- ts

plank, and went away as if satisfied. The
stature of no person or no party is enhanced
by this kind of tintoe skirting of "yes" and

By JAMES MARLOW
Allocated Preii suft Wrlttr

WASHINGTON OP) John Ran-

kin will have time to cool off now.
For most of his life he's been as
active and blazing as a man with
a box of matches on fire in his

fice before any of his staff. And
he knew his way around Congress
as few men did.

All the business of the House,
on the floor, is done according to

parliamentary rules. Rankin took
the trouble to learn them by

From James S. Pope, the dynamic
L executive editor of The Courier-Journa- l,

we have received a copy of that great
i diberal newspaper's editorial discussion

"of the FEPC issue, as it comes before

.4he people of the United States in the

'platforms of the two great parties. Mr.

".Pope contends that the real problem of
""civil rights" and fair play between the

''jtaces is being distorted by demagogues
.v in: both parties.
':;',That is pathetically true. Racial jus-

tice is essentially a moral problem, and

, it is a question how far the force of

-- vlfiw and government can promote
morals. The statement of the Louisville

paper is particularly interesting because

"oi the position of Louisville at the gate-"Nva- 'y

between South and North and the

position of the Courier-Journ- al as one
Of the foremost liberal papers of our

",day. Therefore we offer this reprint:

issue of civil rights lias been so di-

storted by partisans of both extremes

"hat it has lost its meaning

'rixCEPT for national prohibition, with its
,'Jj. grimacing generation of statesmen who
!."voted dry and drank wet," no other political

-i-ssue of our times has brought out more false

faces, weasel words, demagoguery and intol-

erance than that of civil rights.
' Nothing else has so tempted both parties,
ibeir platform writers and their spokesmen to

neglect principles for the practical point of
The result is an abuse of hopes

aiand fears. It is a coddling of prejudice on
J?flth sides.
."! ' Sometimes the prejudice is suspiciously
"j)rlOny,-

- as when a Harlem politician who
'lives by votes and rabble-rousin- g, beats the

gm-to- against the Democratic vice-pres-

'dential- candidate because, though a notable
t 'progressive, he is from Alabama. Sometimes
l Ithe prejudice is ingrained, as when the South
' Carolina Democratic convention, though' Agreeing to put Stevenson and Sparkman on
I "the ticket, explodes in protesting oratory of

I strain.
....Wherever it lies, this prejudice is aggra- -
?ated by an extreme interpretation of the

J Jfiue on both sides. Properly, the term "civil
J lights" or "civil liberties" means the right

.io .equality under the law the right to equal
i (justice, equal security of person, equal access
i to the voting booth, to education and all pub- -

lie services. Whether civil rights accurately' mean a right in our economic system to have
J equal and enforceable claim on jobs and
; classifications is a fine question, though we

are not inclined to dispute it or to labor it
.' here.
; "'However, not many may know that Presi- -

derit Truman's order of December 5, 1946,
. setting up the Committee on Civil Rights,

mentioned only one violation of rights. "The
' action of individuals who take the law Into

their own hands," the President said in Para-- '.
graph Two, "and inflict summary punishment
and wreak vengeance is subversive of our
democratic system of law enforcement and
public criminal justice, and gravely threatens
our form of government." ,

This original directive and all other goals
have been lost sight of. Through fear, through
demagogic intent to stir passion for or against,
through calculated pressure to seize advan-
tage whatever the reason, the whole issue
of civil rights has been reduced for political
purposes to the single question of a law on
fair.' employment practices; in short, a com-

pulsory F.E.P.C.

hip pocket.
heart. With this knowledge he
was hard to fool and he could tie

Rankin, the tireless champion of
white supremacy who had his
hand called on the floor of the
House of Representatives for

the place in knots.
This knowledge of the rules was

a distinction he had to share withthrowing around words like
Kike" and "Negro" won t be Vito Marcantonio, the former

American Labor Party representaback next year.
tive from New York.Rankin says he always used the

They were two of the shrewdest'

in the next four years.
"That second image is being blurred

in. the public mind. It is being blurred
in part because of the deliberate propa-
ganda put out by the opposition which
seeks to make, you a good-natur- fel-

low out of his depth in politics. But
partly the blame rests on the failure thus
far to focus the campaign on the second
image."

To the objective observer this will
seem a sound analysis. The program has
been and it still Is to translate
the dynamic quality of Elsenhower's per-
sonality into terms that will carry with
the larger audience which must be reach-
ed in the next two months. That is to
say, Eisenhower must do for millions, in
person and on television and radio, what
he does for a group of people seated
around him at close range.

Here, of course, one comes up against
the trade of politics and Ike's inexperi-
ence. It it a trade and there are tricks
of the trade both in content and the
technique of a campaign.

Up to the present, John Foster Dulles,
Republican foreign policy adviser in the
State Department for the past two years,
has had probably more to do than any
single individual except the candidate
with shaping content. In his long confer-
ence at Denver with Elsenhower, Dulles
urged that he use foreign policy as a
frame of reference for his whole attack
on the Truman administration. In that
way, Dulles argued, he could stick by
his determination- to avoid personalities.

Thus he could attack corruption In

government by pointing out how the
administration scandals lowered our pres-
tige everywhere, thereby making it more
difficult to lead the free world against
communism. The same logic would apply
on waste and inflation. During the con-

ference Dulles dictated lengthy notes to
illustrate the kind of approach he advo-
cated.

These notes were incorporated in part
In Elsenhower's American Legion speech.
That speech sounded the basic Dulles
theme that this nation is in the great-
est peril in its history and that every-
thing possible must be done to build
America's strength.

While this theme coincides with Eis-

enhower's fundamental conviction, it was
not an entirely happy choice for an audi-
ence made up of comrades in arms. It
did nothing to put the candidate in
friendly and close relationship who would
have liked to have been told that their
sacrifices in two wars were not entirely
in vain. Part of the trade of politics is
the knack of striking a relationship with
an audience, and this knack Elsenhower
has yet to acquire.

As has been reported, one of those
minor accidents occured that can exert
a disproportionate influence. A new and
hitherto untried type of teleprompter
the gadget that moves the speech in en-

larged type on a scroll across a small
screen on the lectern got out of gear.
Ike had great difficulty in following the
text and this threw him off his stride.

When he returned to headquarters in
the Commodore Hotel, he was really
angry. He turned on the operator of the
teleprompter with some pretty strong
language. But then he saw that this luck-
less individual, one of the members of
his staff, was about to break down and
he turned with the kind of warm and
impulsive gesture typical of the man and
said:

"Oh well, forget about it. I don't think
I'll remember it three weeks from .now
and I hope you won't, either."

As his past has proved, Eisenhower
is a individual with a great
capacity to learn and to adapt himself
to new situations. But among some of his
closest advisers the word is always cau-
tion. They are so afraid of doing some-

thing wrong that more often than not
they prefer to do nothing. In this atmos-

phere of caution, not to say timidity,
speeches are pared down and statements
suppressed.

It is a strange atmosphere for one who
has In the stirring history of the past
10 years risked so much on the boldness
of day to day decision. And seeing Eisen-

hower in this atmosphere, one must be-

lieve that he will break out from it in
his own style.

word "Negro," but his pronounci-atio- n

sometimes makes it sound
more like "Niggar," a circum-
stance which once led former Rep.
Vito Marcantonio (ALP-N- to
raise a point of order that Rankin
had called Singer Paul Robeson' a

"Nigger Communist." Speaker
Rayburn ruled that Rankin said
"Negro Comunlst."
32 YEARS IN HOUSE

Rankin has been a member of
the House from Mississippi for 32
years. This week the voters of his
state turned him down for

in favor of a fellow- -

parliamentarians In the House in
recent years. And no two mem-
bers' views seemed further apart.
Marcantonio's most recent job
was defending the Communist
Party before the government's
Subversive Activities Control
Board.

They tangled fiercely on the
floor but seemed pleasant enouqh
off it, a feat not unusual with
congressmen,
DISTRICTS MERGED

In spite of his shrewdness,
events he couldn't control were
Rankin's undoing. He lost his job
on the Activities
Committee through a reorganiza-
tion of Congress.

In 16 previous elections Rankin
had squeaked through, or breezed
through, depending on who his op-

ponent was. He might have kept
doing that indefinitely.

congressman, Thomas Abcrnethy,
who is 49.

Rankin, still as lively as a boy
at 70, is one of those old men who
never seem bruised by the shoving
around time gives them. Even his
white hair seems to stand up in
constant indignation.

There was almost a birdlike
quality, an angry bird, in the way
he cocked his head as he sat in

"no" to arrive at "maybe."
. All this is not to say that the issue of

civil rights and its extension to a compulsory
F.E.P.C. has no place in political discussion,

GDnnaj MIt has. Whatever the subject, people may talk
about it and make it the basis of a petition
for "redress of grievances." It does not matter
whether the grievances are real or fancied,
whether they can or cannot be redressed. It
is the abuse of the issue, the exploitation of
racial aspiration on one hand and racial
prejudice on the other that becomes the dan-
gerous thing.

Many Cities Nick The Poor Car Owner

Qb"'(XAJ.

the House, listening and watch-
ing, never wanting to miss any-
thing. He may have set a record
for attendance. He seemed for-
ever there.

Unlike some of his ponderous
fellow - members, far younger,
Rankin could be on his feet in an
eye-bli- for a fight with his
mouth or his fists. Size didn't
faze him. His fellow-membe-

presidents or even the Supreme
Court, were all targets for his
tongue and his temper.
SWINGS AT DEMO

In 1945 he swung on Frank
Hook, a fellow Democrat from
Michigan. Hook, one-ti- iron
ore miner, was a lot bigger man.
Rankin had accused Hook of con-

sorting with Communists, When
Hook called him a liar, Rankin
swung.

Communism was on his mind.
He was one of the most active
Communist-hunter- s of his time, a
pursuit he developed as a leading
member of the House

Activities Committee.
He was equally attentive to, and

equally against, any anti-raci- al

discrimination moves by the Dem-ocra-

administration. He was
strictly for segregation of Negroes.

At the same time, he cham-
pioned the Tennessee Valley Au-

thority, rural electrification, and
war veterans. Veterans were his
special province. He was chair-
man of the House Veterans Com-
mittee.

But for attentiveness to his job,
he set an example. Up at 6 in the
morning, he got down to his of

4 .If you lived in New York, Chicago,
Sti; Louis, Kansas City or Washington,
IX C, you would have to pay a city
stamp tax in addition to the usual state
registration fees and state and federal
gas taxes for the privilege of owning
and operating your car. A report from
Public Administration Clearing House
gives this picture of the situation:

, In New York City cars under 3,500 pounds
pay $5 a year city fee and those over 3,500
pay $10. In the first three weeks sales of
these stamps netted the city $8 million.

In Chicago the tax is based on horsepower
$15 under 35 hp, $30 over 35 hp. In the

first six months the tax netted $14,600,000.
All tnld more than 120 cities are levying

a special tax on cars and trucks either by
weight or horsepower.

-- "In Oregon such a local tax is for-- i
bidden by statute except where a city

'br county can justify a special fee for
iome special use. This law was tested
recently in Clackamas County. In this
$tate, very wisely, the state collects all
the motor vehicle fees and redistrib-

utes 19 per cent of its net motor ve-

hicle revenue to counties and 11 per
'ent to cities. The cities will get more
!han $4 million this year and the cou-
nties approximately $8 million.

In" the extremely phoney "Gold
Brick Amendment" which the long-ha- ul

trucks have initiated there is a
trick phrase which specifies that no
county or city shall levy motor vehicle
taxes. This is pure window dressing
along with the ballot title which de-

scribes the amendment as "a fair and
equitable tax." What the long-haule-

are trying to do is to outlaw our weight-mil- e

tax on big trucks and to escape
their share of road-use- r taxes by pass-
ing their burden over to the farmer,
the logger, the short-ha- ul trucker and
the car user in added registration fees
and fuel taxes. They are trying to es-

cape some $7 million a year which they
now pay in mileage fees.

Oregon, through its weight-mil- e tax,
is the first state in the union to solve
the problem of making the long-haul-

pay his share. Many of the long-haule- rs

register only a small percentage of their
trucks in Oregon. Many of them buy
little or no fuel in Oregon because they
carry huge reserve tanks and evade fuel
tax.

The Oregon motor vehicle tax sys-
tem is the best in the nation and it ought
to be preserved.

So They Say
Sex is what we French have most on

our minds. Here (in America) everybody
is trying to make money. Movie actress
Corrine Calvet.

If the United Nations goes the way of
the League of Nations, the last hope of
man to organize the way of peace will
disappear Vice President Alben Barkley. ttD

Actually there is no wide-spre- cor-

ruption in government, Solicitor General
Philip Perlman.

The Shepherd
THOUGHTFULNESS

"How precious nrc fh

thoughts to me."
Pn. 139:1?

Joe has a plan 1 think is grand ... He
keeps some postcards close at hand
. . . And if his friend should win a
prize . . . Gain honor or should realize.... Some goal he seeks, Joe drops a

' line ... To say he thinks it is "Just
fine" , , , Or maybe Joe's not chanced
to see , . . Some friend of his right
recently , . , So his card reads, "Say
how are things?" . . . You'd be sur-

prised what joy it brings.
JULIEN C. HYER,

snmp! Good, common cents eighteen
'fiundred and seventy-fiv- e of them will
,6uy a bond from your Uncle Sam.

A mid-we- janitor who robbed a
bank has his own quaint idea about
how to clean up.

Steffij j' If it makes you feel any cooler
winter is dashing toward us at the rata
it ?ri hours a day.

Most every woman is human enough
to enjoy the voice that is singing her
praises.

""MTT :J'I'H:Mj;
.Mill)
Ta twiiTi lowmm


