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whereas the big commercial carriers can
move night and day and average close to
60 percent capacity loading.

Last w'inter, the big truckers hired

George Flagg, who had been Oregon's
utilities commissioner for many years,
to be secretary of their Oregon High-

way Council and devise the political
stratagems for their fight. They have
taken two significant steps:

Tied up the enforcement of Oregon's
WEIGHT-MIL- E law with a referendum on
House Bill 465 (meantime enjoying the ad-

vantage of an estimated $2,000,000 savings
in license fees which were reduced by a
companion bill).

Initiated a constitutional amendment
which would forbid the Oregon Legislature
ever to levy any tax on trucks except the
fuel tax and license fees and would for-
bid counties or cities to levy any tax.

Lane county's Pomona Grange has
taken the field against the truckers by
unanimous adoption of a measure which
asks Grangers to vote YES on HB 465

In November to sustain, the WEIGHT-MIL- E

TAX and to vote NO on the
truckers' constitutional amendment
which would shackle future legislatures.
This will bring the issue before the
State Grange when it meets at de

next month.

It's the really big, long-ha- ul trucks

against "the world" in the battles over

Oregon's WEIGHT-MIL- E theory for

truck taxation, which the voters must

decide at the November election. The

aim of the big truckers is to kill the
WEIGHT-MIL- E taxation here in Ore-

gon, where it was born, before it can

spread to other slates. That brings up
the first question:

"What is this WEIGHT-MIL- E theory and
how does it differ from the TON-MIL- E fees
which we have heard about for years?"

R. H. Baldock, Oregon's chief high-

way engine advocates the WEIGHT-MIL- E

plan as "unassailable in prin-

ciple" because it is .actually geared to

jtOAD USE. That brings up the ques-

tion:

"What do you mean ROAD USE?"

These elementary comparisons may
show what is meant:

'
Weight Fully

Unloaded Loaded
. TONS TONS

'Passenger ear, up to 2.5 2.5

Light truck 1.4 3.0

I; Heavy hauler 9.0 36.0
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w well ai to miles travelled, and these

Treasons are offered:

1. We hav to put millions of extra dol-la- rs

Into extra heavy roads and bridges to

carry these weights.
2. A "ton-mil- e" tax does not catch the

Inequities, because it it the same per ton per
mile whether the load is carried on a light
truck or ont six or seven times as heavy.

3. A fuel tax does not catch the inequi-
ties because the amount of fuel used per
ton decreases rapidly with the large vehicles.

4. Under any other plan than WEIGHT-MIL- E

even the log hauler is "stuck" be-

cause he is relatively a short-haul- er and at
least half of his mileage is travelled light,

to prohibitive hauling rates or put many
truckers out of business, and they are
seeking to enlist all truckers, big and
little, in their cause.

The WEIGHT-MIL- E law .results
from the long studies of the Legisla-
ture's Interim Committee, of which
Ralph T. Moore was chairman, and they
claim it is the first measure which ac-

tually proportions tax scientifically to
actual use and wear and tear on roads.
New York has adopted a similar law.
Ohio is trying to.
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pointed chairman, Peter Campbell Brown, of representatives to state and is still early in the season. There
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division of the Department of Justice in prop?rt on l? ,the "T of w'th the that the wind
1947 and 1948 people in each being was down, so the fire was pre--

by far the greatest in number of vented frorri spreading to other
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During Foreign Aid Debate
By A. ROBERT SMITH galleries.'The Boy Stood On the Burning Deck...'

Beriiter-Guar- d carrnpomu nt But absenteeism this past l

WAtiHiNUTON Political ab- - or two has become so bad

of a tie with, the West means jail or con- - wealth and have not the college came only when .they realized senteeism has become so bad in during the vital issue of deterrl

centration camp, if not summary liquids- - fducations that business and pro- - that Hendricks Park was in dan- - Congress in recent weeks that only ing how much America is tosrf
a han d f u 1 of on foreign aid nearly one of dtin . a
lawmakers re- - three Senators was on a polij
main on the excursion instead of tending
floors of House his job.
and Senate The most flagrant violator
during after- - this Congressional responsibnoon debates, have been the two leading Sen
no matter how presidential candidates, Robo
important t h e Taf t and Estes Kef auver. 01

God help this nation to wake It has been less than a yearBut while this is true, it must also be up, especially the lower classes, to since the citizens of Judkins val-sa- id

that honest men can differ honestly see how this nation is being raped ley voted on the issue of goingon what to do about subversion in this and pillaged by unscrupulous men into the city of Eugene. The vote
country. Some Americans have felt that and women in their mad frenzy to was defeated. Why? Because the
It was important to distinguish between make another dollar even though technique of the big lie was used,
the lawful Communist Party with its dupes in doing so they may be causing Sheer propaganda telling whole
and naive idealists and the underground thousands to suffer want, sickness lies and half truths was us

or espionage and potential sabo- - and death, because this nation is lated. Big business interests
The latter must be controlled and run by free enterprise; therefore, cated through the inter-cit- y

by the trained and dedicated ntake all you can, any way you tion, and the railroad, sponsored
specialists of the FBI. can- - but be sure to make a profit, radio broadcasts fighting annexa- -

t 'I

lawyers qf standing, ask:
"If Morse is so sure of the President's

powers, why is he now proposing legislation
to legalize what the President has done?"

On April 18, Senator Morse made
another very long speech on the subject
"Congress Should Pass Legislation On
Seizure Power" and on April 28, he was

arguing at length on "President Is

Clearly Subject To Constitutional
Check."

(We must plead guilty to one of the Sen-
ator's charges, to wit that we have not read
all of his statements in full, and we may here
and there do some injustice by quoting out of
context, although we don't see how that can
be helped in our amount of space).

However, we think we have read
enough of the Morse declarations to
have a pretty fair idea of his position,

lssue- - have followed their lead
Even record- - lesser extent,

ed roll call But Oregon's lawmakers
votes doo t been a notable exceotion.
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Aa expected, Senator Morse has re-

plied with vigor to the criticism of his
conduct which we made in our editorial
of Monday, May 2(3 and we have given
him Page One space for his defense ar-

guments, as is our custom in such cases,
lit is for the readers to judge whether
)we were fair or unfair to Morse and
Whether he has been fair or unfair to
:us. We will concede that he has ed

us in the use of epithets,
i And to our way of thinking, the
Jvery character of Senator Morse's pub-.li- e

reply verifies the main theme of our
complaint against him which was that
he goes off HALF COCKED, that at a
itime when his great talents should be

employed to bring reason and under-gtandi-

to bear on the nation's prob-

lems, he plays the show-of-f, and that he
:displays a stubborn penchant for ra-

tionalizing his mistakes.
: On April 9, the day following Presi-Jde- nt

Truman's midnight order for sei-
zure of the steel mills, Senator Morse's
tfirst statement to the press was what
; could be interpreted only as a blanket
iindorsement of Truman's action:

t "President Truman has inherent power
ito protect the security of the nation".

; On the same day in the Senate he
iwas urging action to clarify the Pres-

ident's emergency powers, (recalling
how on March 2, 1950 he had first sug-

gested such legislation):

". . . . we must devote immediate atten-
tion to the Improvement of the section of the

law relating to the handling of
emergency cases, and we must give some
attention to a procedure for seizure, if and
when it is decided that the Government
should exercise this fearful and awful
power . . . ."

On the following day, April 10, at the
opening of a long speech (most of which
was an attack on Clarence Randall and
the steel companies) he was scolding
his colleagues in the Senate:

"I should like lo suggest to those I have
heard today express themselves on constitu-
tional law, whose views in my opinion would
be laughed out of any freshman course in
constitutional law In any of our law schools,
that they will never live so long as lo read
a decision of the United States Supreme
Court holding that in this land in time of
great peril tho President of the United States
does not have the inherent power tinder the
Constitution lo protect the safety and secur-
ity of the Nation until Congress gets off
its haunches and proceeds to meet lis con-
stitutional obligations and perform its duty."

Not everybody is as bright as Sen-

ator Morse, but we have heard some
fairly intelligent persons, including

Through that breach would come other
dupes and fanatics determined to eradicate
any ideas or thoughts not officially ap-
proved. Those who doubt the present ap-
proach have been deeply fearful that once
this process was begun, the whole structure
of freedom would be eroded away.

The controls applied in the security
act, if SACB finds the Communist Party
is in fact a Communist-actio- n group, are
not unduly harsh. They require registra-
tion, marking of literature, and so on.
Members may not hold government jobs
and they cannot obtain passports. These
latter conditions already apply.

The hordes of volunteer subversive
controllers around the country show no
such scrupulousness as SACB. They de-
fine their own terms, make their own laws,
and pass judgment as both prosecutor and
jury. Whether a more restrained approach
to the danger of Communism would have
avoided this other peril to our liberties
only history can tell. And Into that verdict
will go a complexity of events that too
often today seem merely bewildering and
confusing.
(Coovrlsht 18M. by United Feature Syndicate. Inc.)

ing up under a terrific barrage of his
own words.

We do not retreat from our allega-
tion that Senator Morse's conduct in
this crisis has not been constructive
although we are inclined lo agree with
his proposition that Congress should act
to clarify and define the President's
powers in this, type of crisis. Our quar-
rel has been mainly with his tactics.

(The Senator is entitled to at least one
free swing at us.)

Seriously, this is no time for swap-
ping insults. We are, among many in
this state, admirers of Senator Morse's
independence who have begun to ques-
tion whether it is not tinged, conscious-

ly or unconsciously, with a form of par-
tisanship. We have been inclined to sus-

pect that Morse is so intent on acting
the role of Famous Librul as to forget
to use his judgment.

This issue of the President's Powers
is one of .the greatest ever to confront
the people of the United States. We are
not schooled in constitutional law as
Morse is, but we know enough to know
that no two emergencies calling for the
exercise of Presidential Power have
ever been precisely the same, and run-

ning under this one has been this ques-
tion:

"Can any President use the powers of
his great office lo influence the decision of
industrial disputes which ought to find their
solution under process of law? Shall he ever
exercise this power in behalf of any faction
or class or for the ultimate gain of votes?"

We shall repeat (lie last line of the
Monday editorial. Morse would be a
better Senator if he thought more and
talked less.

gressman Lowell Stockman
afford to have the worst at

dance record among the it

delegation as long as he is

running for this J

His absenteeism from the ca

has included a five-we- one-- l

junket around the world at I

ernment expense, and last ww

Oregon.
Senator Morse usually itf

up his lost time away from
'

desk by working nights.
lights have burned in his SB

office till nearly midnight so

times a week at a stretch beta
excursions out of town.

Morse is now mulling ova
opportunity to go to Europ
June as United States dele

of the International Labor
ganization annual meeting at (

eva.

THE LIBRARY of Cong
whose cavernous chambers ho

copy of every book copyrig
in the U. S., has uncover!
musty pile of literary remn
and told Congressmen to
get what hey want for lib'1
in their home states.

Congressman Ellsworth si

secretary to digging for histo
materials that might be used

Oregon scholars and finally t
ed these among other gems
the Oregon State Historical
cty and the State Library:

Official Army Register of

Volunteer Forces of the u

Army, 1861-6- 5, listing Or

soldiers and casualties of the
War.

Tobacco Directory of Ciga'
Cigarette Manufacturers and

Dealers, 1886. listing 13

makers in Oregon, includinl
Isaac Jacobs of Eugen.

The Shepherd
PENTECOST DAY

"Thou shall keep the feast o weeks.'
Deut. 16.10

'Twas Penlecosl, set by High Priest
. . Day fifty of Passover Feast . . , And

Jews from every land and clime . . . Had
gathered for wheat harvest time . . .

Then came the cloven tongues of fire
. . . And Peter's sermon to inspire . . ,

Three thousand souls to seek his Lord
... In one plnce nil tcere in accord . , .
Read Second Acts this Pentecost . . .
And pray lest our accord be losf.

JUUEN C. HYER


