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Bv A. ROBERT SMITH When Senator Wayne Morse these messes.

ing through the East we have been

asked:

"How come the strong sentiment for Eisen-

hower in the Pacific Coast states? One would
suppose they would incline to Taft who would
rebuild foreign policy around Asia. Or is the
Eisenhower sentiment due simply to the feel-

ing he is the only Repubilican who can win?"

Both! But there is another factor
which may be even more important
the character of the man, the wide-

spread confidence in his integrity,
innocence in politics, and his

attitude of making the office seek him.

In fact, we have been puzzled by this
assumption usually on the part of
ardent Taft supporters that this Coast
is parochial in its outlook on foreign
affairs and inclined to emphasize the
Asiatic menace over the European threat
merely because the gateway to Asia is

here. It could very well be that Senator
Taft himself has misjudged the West
and its understanding of foreign affairs.

In our opinion, the Oregon vote

merely reflects a demand for Eisen-

hower, which we have found in nearly
every state, even in those where the
convention system still prevails and
delegate selection is tightly "boss" con-

trolled. Even in the South, and especial-

ly in Texas, there is an amazing senti-

ment for Ike which travels across tradi-

tional party lines.
It is our belief that if the Republi-

can convention repudiates Eisenhower,
the Republican party will rue the day.
The Taft showing in delegates is im-

pressive, but from Coast to Coast, there
is resentment against the "old fash-
ioned" methods used.

To be sure, the people could be mak-

ing a mistake, but they do not like to
be "told."

In Oregon's Republican primary, the
most impressive result is the huge

majority for Eisenhower in spite of the
fact that Warren and Stassen were

both willing contenders and expected

,to cut deeply into the "liberal" follow-

ing.
The name of Senator Morse was

added to the presidential ballot by Taft

supporters and against his will. That

was a petty trick which fooled nobody.
The results might even indicate that it
boomeranged.

Although General MacArthur might
have been expected to draw the Taft
vote when the Ohio senator refused to

campaign in Oregon, that-effo- rt failed
so miserably, that only one conclusion
is possible Oregon Republicans would
have been for Eisenhower in any field!

The Democratic primary is much
easier to analyze. Neither Stevenson
nor Justice Douglas were willing can-

didates. There was really only one
choice Kefauver, ' the tall man from
Tennessee. If there is anything surpris-
ing in his victory it is that his margin
wag not greater. The results could in-

dicate some protest against Kefauver.

It may take some time to unscramble
the convention delegates, especially on
the Republican side. It is possible that
a few bitter-en- d Taft supporters may
make the delegation, but there is no
doubt what the people of Oregon want.
As Bob Frazier said in his first news
lead:

"Oregon wants to see Eisenhower and
Kefauver fighting it out for the presidency
in November."
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they have been able to build up a

powerful DEMAND for improvement,
a willingness on the part of Granges,
Chambers of Qommerce, labor unions
and citizens in and out of organizations
to LISTEN.

Four years ago when this paper re-

vealed the scandalous sale of Lane
County's timber holding to private in-

terests at $1 and $1.50 a thousand when
the Forest Service and O & C were
getting $10 and $11 a thousand for the
same kind of timber, we could not find
evidence of anything worse than un-

pardonable stupidity on the part of our
then county officials, but we said:

"Any system which lends itself to such
inefficiency is wide open for worse evils."

The fight for improvement in county
government is not over. It has just
begun.

Twice our Republican and
Democratic leaders have ganged up to
oppose all change. Why? In California,
in nearly every county, charter or under
code, they have abolished party labels
in county elections, and that change
must come here. In California, after
years of bitter fighting, as bitter as any
we have seen here, they have modern
budgets and purchasing controls and
civil service which would be a revela-
tion to our taxpayers who can seldom
find out what the score is.

This paper has been under heavy
attack for its advocacy of county re-

form (and we have always printed those
attacks no watter how silly or scurillous
and shall continue to do so). The only
mistake has been in understanding the
size of the problem and the cunning of
the foe.

This paper believes sincerely the
council-manag- form is BEST, but we
do not insist it is the ONLY plan. We
will work with any group or groups
which will work Sincerely and con-

sistently to find a practical plan, be-

ginning NOW. We have some able, con-

scientious county officials who have
often said privately that our antiquated
setup should be modernized. We will be
glad to cooperate with them, if they
have anything constructive to propose.

The second defeat o fthe Charter is
NOT a mandate that the case is closed.
Too many people, including the opposi-
tion, know that we speak the truth
when we say that our present county
setup is not businesslike and it is NOT
GOOD!

In Lane County, the manager charter
has been beaten again, apparently by
about 2 to 1, which is a little worse
than the 8 to 5 licking in 1948 but the
oase against bungling and mismanage-
ment and cheap party politics in our
county business is NOT closed, although
Mr. Frank Reid and his associates in the
opposition will undoubtedly try to say
that reform has been foreclosed.

Under the circumstances the large
vote polled for the Charter is actually
impressive. George Todd and his small
group in the Charter Committee made
a valiant fight, CLEAN fight, against
the handicaps of very meagre funds,
very little time, and tactics of mis-

representation which were vicious. At
no time did the opposition debate the
issues honestly:

They screamed about "dictatorship."
They pretended that the people of Lane

County would lose their votes which is
simply UNTRUE.

They had the catchwords which appeal
to prejudice; Todd and his workers had the
much more difficult job of explaining the
laws and the provisions and opportunities of
the charter.

In some areas in the county it was not
possible to get meetings; ears were already
closed.

Without shame, county employes on county
time in county vehicles cruised the countyto pass out the political appeals.

Much has been learned in these two
campaigns about the character of the
opposition and the nature of the job
which lies ahead. The biggest mistake
of the Charter advocates has been in
assuming that such a change can be
"a last minute job." It takes weeks to
draft a charter, print petitions, get the
necessary signatures, wait for the com-

pletion of all the formalities prescribed
by law. Meantime the politicians are
free to spread their poison and they do.

In Lane Sounty there is need of a
PERMANENT ORGANIZATION which
will have for its mission the improve-
ment of our county government.

We can learn much from what has
been accomplished in the neighboring
state of California and how it has been
accomplished. Down there no victories
have been won overnight. It has been
a struggle, and even now only
11 out of the 58 counties are "charter
counties" and in some of those the
charters are far from ideal.

, But through the ut ac-

tivities of the powerful California Tax-

payers' League, the League of Women
Voters and many other" agencies, includ-

ing the research departments of the
University of California and UCLA,
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