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Harry Truman Is ‘Himself’ Again

WASHINGTON; D.C. — For nearly

an hour Thursday afternoon Harry Tru-
aman met the press (the combined forces
‘of 350 members of the American Asso-
elation of Newspaper Editors and the
wegular White House reporters) and he
eame off with a “decision'on points" in
the sparring match,
It was Harry Truman at his best, ac-
wording to old-timers this was the un-
nhibited, genial Truman they used to
know in the Senate, before he acquired
spresidential worries and crotchets,

~
"

(Despite hig long flight over the fload-
siricken areas In the Missouri and Mississippi
Jalleys, the President looked frasher and
sitter than many of the editors who had
pounded into Washington in sleeping cars).

“ To be sure, the visiting editors were
;;uite considerate; They did not prod
vhim about corruption (having had quite
an earful of that story from Delaware's
Benator Williams and the ex-Stable Boy
Newbold Mortis).

‘ They asked him about his “philosophy
of retirement” and he said that as an
iex-president he intended to make him-
welf available for any public service he
‘might be called upon to perform—in the
pattern set by Herbert Hoover, whom
-{e praised highly for the report on ad-
.ministrative reorganization,

They wanted to know if he intended
‘o run for Senate in his home state of
‘Missouri and he said it would not be
"gthical” for him to compete for that
voffice while still carrying the prestige
tof the presidency,

Likewise he stated that he would
JNOT attend the Democratic party's na-
‘tional convention lest he be accused of
HMhrowing weight! He espressed his
.regret at Adlai Stevenson's refusal to be
\a candidate and said kind words about
sAverell Harriman (which some In-
Tterpraged as a "blessing").

Very deftly, Mr. Truman avoided

:_an_v statement of just what part he

‘would play in selecting a candidate, but

«his tongue may have slipped a bit when.

che said that he was not going to "say
there” what he would do. (A New York
:.repnrler nailed him on that),

The biggest “roar" greeted his re-
“spanse fo the question of an editor from
sthe Deep South who wanted to know if
:'Mr, Truman thought that either Ke-
«fauver or Russell, the two Southerners
snow in the race, could be nominated
“and elected, The question was would
«the Northern Demoerats come along"?

My, Truman said that any Southerner
ccould be nominated and elected IF he
swould aceept the platform of the Demo-
ceratie partyl
~ Truman got & big hand from the adi-

t?-Not Out of the Woods

= In all the gloom of the taxpayer's
“kpring, he can find one bright spot, The
state apparently has more money than
gtlhnught it was going to have. Chances
-ave, an interim legislative tax commit-
tee learned this week, the 1053 legis-
Jatura will go to work with a little
(surplus in the state's freasury.

*  While this is welcome news, after
all the calamity howling that has come
<out of Salem since the Iast legislature
“met, there Is nothing in it to suggest
that Oregon Is out of the fiseal woods
yet by any means, The wiser eourse {8
“to howl calamily some more, and to
keep howling it,

It i sobering, for example, ta nole
“that some of tha increased state revenye
comes from higher state income faxes
pald this year by the citizens of Oregon.
That I8 a signpost that state govern-
ment is going tn cost more, that the
men and women who work for the stala

tors when he left the stage in the stuffy
auditorium of the National Museum.
Even the blackest of the Republicans
present admitted that he had given “a
superb performance,” even though he
did not give out much real information
about Korea, United Nations, the crisis
in the steel industry or anything else,

There was one "ecrack" which may
or may not be significant, Some editor
asked him if his seizure of the steel in-
dustry would set a pattern for seizing
the press and communications media of
the United States, Mr, Truman's reply

was that the President must do what is |

for the good of the people in a time of
crisis, :

(The *MoCormick-operated Times-Hernld
has selzed on this stwtement to mean that
Truman would scizer newspapers,
thought it necessary. The Washington Post
and the friendlier papers have interpreted
the prasident's statement as merely a passing
remark).

In hig appearance Thursday, Truman
was as nimble “as Franklin Roosevelt at
his best,” according to the old hands,
He was jovial, carefree and displayed
none of the vindictiveness and bitter-
ness which has characterized some of
his acts.

“What will history say of Harry Truman
aa president?"

It will probably describe him as a
man who was remarkable for native in-
telligence, personal charm and many of
the talents which are associated with
statecraft, but hampered by a sort of
moral astigmatism. At times he en-
visions noble ideals; a lofty patriotism,
but much of the time he cannol see be-
yond the grubby, dirty surroundings
which he calls politics.

(Time and agaln Thurkday he referred to
hig love of politics and hix bellef that every
eltizen should be a working politician).

An editor from one of the Mississippi
river towns offered this analogy:

"Truman reminds ma of old Ike Parsons
in our town who grew up on a shanty boat
down by the river, An uncle out west, died
and left Tke & million, and a widder married
him and they moved to a fine mansion on
the hill, but Ike couldn't live without his
shanty town friends. The witider divorced
him for holding & catfish fry in the drawing
room."

Trugman's shantytown friends have
been holding fish fries all over the place
and carting off the furniture and silver-
ware, Mr. Truman seems to be surprised
that anybody should think that unusual
in polities, Nevertheless, you can't say
that Mr. Truman is without ethics or
ideals. His code will not permit him to
run against his old friend Senator
Kemp: In some respects the rules for
the political fish fry are very strict.

or who provide goods and services for
the state are going to be paying higher
state Income taxes, too. And higher in-
come laxes are & sign of higher incomes,
and s0 we go,

California, with eight times the pop-
ulation of Oregon, spends 14 times as
much money on iis state government.
All of this is not fluff, Some goes for
legitimate goods and services which the
state should pravide, Oregon has a long
way to go-—in highway, education,
higher education, state institutions,
parks, welfare, and the many other

functions of state government, 'l‘hese‘

cost money, and it costs money to hire
peaple to do the work, While we'rs
thankful for any bright spots in the
state's fiseal picture, we can't helleve
it's time to feel all our financial prob-
lems ate solved. The 10953 legislature,
and the legislatures to follow will still
have problems aplenty,

(By R.B.F.)

An Indlana girl knocked a man down
_with her umbrella after he flirted with
vher. Business of falling before and
alter,

A magazine story tells of numearous
things that can be made out old eravats.
How ebout a gravy boat?

It doesn't pay to blow up when a
Aire does, The opinicns of those with

JOu are much harder to change,

Lots of girls already have bought
their 1952 bathing suits. Be patient,
men, and they'll have their piclures
taken.

In the old days of carriages there
were as many careless drivers, but not
as many accidents, Horse sense!

It's not against the law to think your |

neighbor's children are awful—just an
awful waste of time,

\

it he)

Marquis Childs

Sawyer Faces
Steel Impasse

WASHINGTON — If It were not such
an allogether grim business, thers would
be gsomething almost comie in the fact that
the steel controversy with all its bitterness
has been dumped in the lap of Secretary of
Commerce Charles Saw-
yer. He Is conservative In
his outlook, the only mils
lionaire member of Presi-
dent Truman's cabinet.

But now It Is Sawyer
who must try to find a
way out of the impame
resulting from selzure by
the government of the
steel indusiry, This s not
merely a matter of arrlv-
ing at an adjustment of

CHILDS
wages and prices that the secretary him-

self might consider falr to both sides. He
mugt then persuade both Industry and
labor to accept such a seftlement, If the
cautious Sawyer comes oul of this obstacle
race without a bad fall it will be lttle
short of a miracle, ’

The new boss of the stesl indusiry
eould undoubtedly find a compromise,
glving "the steel unlon moest of what It
aslks  wage-and-benefit-wise, minus the
union shop. In such & compromise he
wauld he Inclined to grant the companies
more price rellef than the administration
has hitherto conceded, But to Impose such
a sefllement wolld be, In effect, com-
pulgary arbitration, That would be a
dangerous precedent and one that Sawyer
certalnly hopes to avold,

But an even more ticklsh question Is
jnvolved. That is whether any, such settle-
ment can be sucecessfully “sold" by gov=
ernment to the two purties,

Thearetioally, labor cannot strike
against the federal government, which: is
now in technical possession of the ateel
mills;, But Sawyer Is not entirely sure of
what a settlement for less than the award
of the wage stabllization board might pro-
duce, That award has been tirmly fixed
in the union's view with the official decree
of an arm of the government. Phllip
Murray, head of the CIO and the Steel-
workers, malkes no secret of the fact that
he Intenda to reserve freedom of actlon
under all elreumstances,

A BTRIKE WOULD, of course, have
serlous consequences in publle oplnion.
But labor might express its protest through
gonfething short of an open strike, Rall-
road unlons have In the past used the de-
vice of members reporting slck In whole-
gale lots,

As for the companies, if they. do not
llke the Sawyer compromise, they can
continue the fight In the courts, That ia
® lengthy process, winding Ita way
eventually to the Supreme Court, Con=
celvably, Sawyer could be held personally
responsible for damages during the perlod
of government operation,

Price Stabilizer Ellis Arnall has publicly
opposed granting the companies any price
Increase other than the minimum allowed
under the Capehart Amendment, With
this went an Intimation that he would
vesign If any other course were followed.
But that would be a eomparatively minor
cantnlty In = war that has already
devastated so many fronts,

These are some of the egga on which
Sawyer must wallk with gentleness, and
yet Hirmness, One of his concerns s that
Inbor, considering him a prejudiced arbi-
trator, wlill' reject mny compromise he
comes up with, He has conslstently taken,
as most secretarles of commerce have
done In the past, the business viewpoint,
And he dlsapproves of much of the Fair
Deal program, e

THE SECRETARY'S researchers have
come up with some documentation to show
that he has been friendly to labor, Speak-
Ing before the American Iron and Steel
Thstitute in 1948, he praised the leaders of
organized labor for belng In the “vanguard
of our battle with communism" In that
same speech he sald:

L I would certalnly not sit by and
sea our economy disintegrate because the
government believed It was helpless and
could do nothing to save ity people from
disaster It over any reasonable
period of time our Industrial machine {s
grinding to n halt because of a stubborn
and unreasonable refusal of steel men to
produce “what the economy demands, I
would be willing to advocate and support
drastle measures to prevent that un-
fortunnte result,

The urgency of self-interest may brush
aside the obstacles at this moment loom-
ing so large, The steel compenles are
making generous profils, As Sen, Wayne
Morse (R, Ore.) pointed out on the Senate
floor, in 1081 the total profit after taxes
was §508,000,000, Concelvably, the unlen
wolild accept a wage Incrense sufficient
to bring steclworkers up with the wage
procession, But many hot words hava
been spoken and firm stands taken. In a
politleal year there ars those whe will
want to keep the irsue in tha politieal
ATenn.

(Copyright 1042, by Uniled Peature Bvndieats, Ine.)

So They Say—

I would like Dr, (George) Docherty
{who deferided Evangelist Billy Graham)
ax & mature biblical scholar . . , to support
| from tha Seripturs Dr. Graham's assertion

that heaven Is n 1600-mile euba containing
| trees that produce a different kind of frult
eagh month.—Rav, A, Powell Davies, pan«
tor, All Soul's Unitarian Chureh, Washing-
tan.

| The Shepherd |

LABOR
“Fulfill your works, your duilyr!nl;ul.;
£, '8

I thank You, Lord, for giving me ., .
A trving task that just must be .
Bone on this day. I'm on the spot . .,
To get it done and Hke as vot . ., I'I
work tonlght and do ms best , . , And
fack my brain, try every fest , , . To
get results, but {4 will breed . , . The
gelf-control and strength I need, .. To
bulld assurance as I go ., , That ldle
l folk will never know.

JULIEN C, HYER
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TRUMAN CIRCUS
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