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It May Be a Long Time Between Steaks

In the Political Science Quarterly
(December issue) there is a ringing chal-
lenge to the agricultural colleges of the
United States, By 1880, according lo
Ezra Parmalee Prentice, this tradition-
ally well fed nation may be protein
hungry—short of all kinds of meats,
milk, eggs for our population which
will have passed 175,000,000, We will
have plenty of grains, but without ani-
mal proteins to balance the diet we may
see a decline in the vigor and efficiency
of our “race.” We hear some reader
muttering:

“It's already a mighty long time between
sleaks."

Quite so! But Mr. Prentice's argu-
ment has nothing to do with politics or
so-called economics but with the science
of genetics as applied to our food ani-
mals, He makes these serious charges:

Our agricultural colleges are still follow-
ing and teaching standards of judging llve-
stbek ‘and poultry which were laid down by
Mugo the Carthaginian a few centuries be-
fore Christ,

| We have many famous and fanvy breeds
of cattle, sheep and poultry, but we hand
out the blue ribbons at county falrs and
national and International exhibitions by

athitrary Standards of Perfection—not for
what these animals can actually produce,

By application of scientific geneties it is
possible to develop hens that will break all
known records for production of eggs by
number, size and weight, and other pouliry
that will multiply our poundage of mealt,

1t is pessible to produce dairy caitle that
will add enormously to the supply of milk
and other catlle which will supply more
meat al less cost than preseni standard
broeds,

Our agricultural colleges go through the
motions of teaching genetics, but spend most
of their effort and money following judging
fads.

What we don't know about livestock
and poultry and genetics I8 practically
everylhing, but our attention was di-
rected to this article by a letter from
the editors of Political Science Quarter-
ly. We had never heard of E. Parmalee
Prentice, although we have no doubt
that many of our stock men and poultry
breeders have because since 1910 he has
been the owner and operator of the
famous Mount Hope Farms at Williams-
town, Mass., where some notable experi-
ments have been made in poultry
genetics:

“Increase of egg production at Mount
Hope Is shown by comparing 1918, when a

record of 200 eggs per year per bird was
regarded as high, to 1049 when there were

“The Earthbreakers,” A

If Ernest Haycox had lived to see
the publication of his last novel, “The
Earthbreakers,"” we believe he would
have been gratified by the verdict of
the Northwest on this piece of work,
The people who know the Oregon
country and its pioneers will say:

“This {s authentic. In the band of ploneecrs
whom Haycox has created, he has set aside
the legends, He has given us flesh and blood,
He has glven us the Oregon country ns the
ploneers found It, not the smiling, bounteous,
comfortable land of plenty which we see to-
day, but the forbidding, challenging wilder-
ness which it was a hundred years ago."

Haycox may not have achieved all
he hoped to do, as set forth in those in-
feresting letters to Goodwin Thacher,
his leacher and friend. He would not
be content because it was not in him to
be content, He iy still Haycox, the
superb story teller, working within the
limitations of his regional theme, but
he has torn away the veils of legend
and romince to clothe the great adven-
ture of the Oregon Trail in truth,

In this book, Haycox picks up his
Wagon Train near the entrance to the
Columbia Gorge. It is November 1845,
One of those "unseasonal™ blizzards of
gnow and sleet (for which we have de-
veloped the euphemism “silver thaw')
is sweeping the Gorge, He follows them
through the swirling waters of the
Columbia on their clumsy rafts, along
the muddy trails to Oregon City, south-
ward up the Willamette valley to the
country of the Molallas where they
chose their elaims in the Cascade foot-
hills along Bear Creck, through their
first long hungry and homesick winter
and spring to their first harvest,

This is not a pienic Wagon Train
with merry Empire Builders singing
“Susannah” and dancing around the
campfires in the evening. This is a story
of unremitting toil and suffecing, light-
ened only by rare intervals of pleasure,

207 birds In the Mount Hope flock finlshing
their pullet year with production of 300 or
more eggs.’”

It oceurred to us to see what Who's
Who eould tell us about Mr, Prentice,
and we reprint just a few facts:

Prentice, Exra Parmalee, lawyer; b,
Davenport, Ta. July 20, 1883; BA Amherst
1885, MA 1888; Harvard Law 1888; honorary
degrees {from Amherst, Olivet, Nebraskas, Wil-
liame, awarded Massachusets gold medal for
agricultural research in 1824, innumerable
foreign decorations, Long list of legal and
agriculturaj publications, Practiced law in
Illinais and New York some 40 years. Married
one of John D, Rockefeller's daughters, Alla,
Colonel of infantry in World War 1.

That's sufficient “picture.” At 88 he
swings a vigorous pen:

“The principle that breeding of our do-
mestic animals should be directed exclusively
to the development of their practical quali-
ties is not yet taught by the agricultural col-
leges, for among their textbooks are the
Standard of Perfection (poultry) and the ad-
vertising matter of the dairy breeds. Genetics
is by no means unknown in these colleges;
nevertheless science—when truly taught—is a
subject which admits no divided allegiance
for it requires an absolutely single-minded
devotion to sclentific truth.

“Seience which Is {aught with the web,
fluff and feathers of the Siandard, and the
rules of breed distinctions, and the accepted
type of cattle, Progress will come only when
all fictitious ‘breeds' are disregarded and ef-
fort is directed to improving the inheritance
of production.”

Pointing out that no individual in his
life span can do all that needs to be
done, he makes it a point that long-
range studies must be delegated to con-
tinuing institutions—the Department of
Agriculture and the agricultural col-
leges—but they must be held to a pub-
lic accounting of what they actually
accomplish with their millions of re-
search funds. They must cut out waste
and overlap and frills.

Maybevhe situation is not as black
as the Old Boy says it is, and we shall
be glad to entertain rebuttals from
farmers, breeders and the experts at
0OSC. We may not be hanging around
by 1980, or if so, we might not be so
keen for steaks and eggs as we are now,
but we should hate to think of an
America deprived of its good red meat
and its ham and eggs, its fried chicken,
inheriting its pancakes without sausage,

(Huh? Yeh, George Bernavd Shaw was a
vegelarian and Bernasrr MacFadden claimed
to be one. You take 'om!)

We hope this subjeel is as important
as we think it is.

Distinguished Novel

of men and women, good and bad, gifted
and worthless, admirable and pitiable
driven in upon each other by common
creature needs. Haycox speaks of them
all as refugees from their disappoint-

ments and captives of their hopes of
fortune, destined to re-enact in the new
land the old, old drama of the weak
and the strong.

(The central figure in this tale Is Rice
Burnetl, a man near 30 whose carveer to date
sums up with “a little clerkin', a little trap-
pin' In the Rockies, a little soldering in the
dragouns, There are two gals—Edna Latti-
more whose lust for men knows no laws or
inhibitions, and Katherine Gay whose digni-
fied resteaints—aceording to Edna—cover all
the same primitive impulses, The natural
antagonist for Burnetl s the savage Cal Lock-
year, a mountain man who cannol adjust to
life among domesticated people, There is the
love affair of the bachelor doctor with the
wife of the Wagon Tvain politiclan, a futile
charhcter),

The finest achievement of Hayvcox
in this last book is the ensemble—old
Gramma Gay whose long life has been
one frontier after another; the Rinearson
tribe, the “plutocrats™ of the commu-
nity: the widow Irish, ready to make
any sacrifice to lighten the burdens of
her puny son; the jolly Lords (he had
to trade his fiddle for his grubstake
through the winter; the nagging Mues,
Millard (women’s vights): the praying
blacksmith-preacher. There are many
others.

It was Hayecox's ambition to wrile
sonmething more enduring than the
sugar-coated romances and thrillers
which have passed as “western fiction,”
to do a book by which his name would
be remembered, 11 is our belief that he
will be remembered for “The Earth-

breakers, He has exercigsed the privis |

leges of fiction to re-create realities
which history and biography often con-
ceal. The book is a new link with the
pioneers,

«/ashington Outpost

GOP Raising
Fund for Building

By A. ROBERT SEMITH
Registor-Guard Correipondent

WASHINGTON—Republicans have had
little success in taking command of Con-
gress from the Democrats during the past
20 yesrs, but they have finally got the
jump on their political adversaries In a
million dollar move to raise the GOP flag
on Capitol Hill for good,

Even Harry Truman, a man of rather
strong Demoeratic leanings, has acknowl-
edged the merit of this Republican enter-
prise,

The GOP s ralsing money to erect a
national headguarters building in the very
shadow of the Capitol dome—"a place for
HRepublicans to eat, drink and hang their
hals, bul with a serious purpose as well"
according to ils prime mover, Rep, James
C. Auchincloss (R-NJ).

The serious purpose is to provide
offices for the various party affiliates now
scattered about town: the GOP national
committee; the Young Republicans Nation~
al Federation; the House and Senate cam-
paign commiitees; the League of Republi-
can Women.

Moreover, it will include a clubhousa
that it is hoped will become a mecca for
out-of-town HRepublicans, providing not
oniy party atmosphere but dining and
overnight accommodations.

1948 ELECTION ETARTED IDEA

Auchincloss conceived the Idea two
years ago “at a time of great weakness and
disunity, when we were gll preity de-
moralized after the Truman beating in 48.
T thought,” he explains, "it would help if
we could just get everyone under one
tent, and particularly if we could find a
spat on Caplitol Hill near the firing line.”

Before the year was oyt, Auchincloss
had found an ideal location a block from
the Capitol, bought up the properly and
talked 100 Republicans into chipping In
$600 each to get the venture underway,

Now listed as founders of Capitol Hill
Associates, Inc,, this group of 100 includes
such prominent GOP names as Taft, Stas-
sen, Dulles, Saltonstall, Gabrielson, as well
as that of Rep, Harrls Ellsworth (R-Ore.),
the only founder from the Pacific North-
west.

Last January, Capitol Hill Associates
offered 25,000 shares at $50 a share for
sale to Republicans at the grass roots level
in:all states in an effort to raise $1,250,000
to finance the new headguarters; About
1500 shares have been sold In the past
year, .

Auchineloss hopes to keep the stock
holdings on a quota basis for each stale,
to' prevent domination by members from
any cne sectlon of the couniry. Another
safeguard is limiting the holdings of any
member to $25,000.

OREGON QUOTA $4500

Oregon, with a guota of $4500, has
bought but one share thus far—and that
was purchosed by Rep. Lowell Stockman
of Pendleton, (Ellsworth’s $500 worth of
founders stock doesn’t count toward the
state quota) But Oregon is that much
ahead of Washinglon state, which has a
similar quota and hasn’t subseribed to a
share.

“I've been {rying for months to sell ‘Hal
Holmes (R-Wash,) some stock, but he
claims it would be political suleide”
Auchincloss said, "He says there was some
scandal over a Capitol Hill club in his
slate years ago and he can't risk the con-|
fusion that might arise if he were to buy'
stock In our club”

What Holmes had in mind was the
Capitol Club organized at Olympia in the
Democrat administration of Gov, Mon
Wallgren for the purpose of obtalning
party contributions from siate employes,
Republicans branded this highly improper,
Holmes recalls, and he doesn't want to be
be hooked up with what might be con-
fused az a gimilar organization,

TRUMAN LIKES IT, T0O

The GOP Capitotl Hill Club s to be a
social organization restricted fn member-
ship to 5O00-—2000 Washington, D, C., resi-
dent members paying dues of §50 annually
and 3000 grass root non-resident members
who will pay $25 yearly. There are also
250 life memberships available at $1000
or 20 shares of common stock,

“Everyone thinks the club iz a fine
iddea,” says Auchincloss. “Even Harry Tru-
man sent me a note when he heard sbout

it, saying ‘Why didn't we Democrats think
of this?"

The Vanishing Frontier

”~

AR

BRUSSELS —(UP— American
economics and military officials
here are counting upon Belgium,
as a little “arsenal of democracy,”
to play an important part in sup-
plying the inews of war for the
re-armament of Western Europe.

They also look upon the Belgian |
military establishment as a good
source of "shock troops"—land,|
sea and air—if and when shooting |
breaks out in this part of the
waorld,

Belgian faclories already are
producing jet aircraft engines for
other European countries and
shortly will begin production of
five-inch rockets. Anti-tank gren-
ades and a revolutionary new
non-detectable land mine are at

present going from Belgium to
United States forces in Korea and
throughout the world,

Doesn't Need Ald

Motor transport, Bofors anti-
alreraft guns and radar equipment
are among the other items which
this country is supplying to other
nations of the anti-Communist
eamp,

Belgium s one country recelv-
ing United States economlie aid
not because it needs the assistance
but because the rest of Europe
needs the armaments which Bel-
gium can produce only if it has
enough dollars to buy the needed
raw materfials,

American officials point out

Science’s Effect

NEW YORK — WP —A chemi-
cal exposition here demonstrated
just how closely seience is affect-
ing Mr, and Mrs, Average Ameri-
can in their every-day life,

There was a time when the lay
person regarded a  scientist as
some long-haired person who
could talk only In the abstract and
produce things that had litile, if
any, bearing on the man of the
street,

Today, things are dilferent.

At this exposition of the chem-
feal Industries, more than 400
companies displayed the latest de-
velopments for improving foods,
textiles, dust collections, paints
and varnishes.

Sweetening Agent

As an example, sclentisis are
now using a well-known chemical
substance, sorbitol, to helo in the
processing of foods. The substance,
once a comparatively rare chemi-
cal, can now be produced In larze
amounts and it has two uses in
foods, One is, 1t helps retaln mois-
ture in foods such as shredded
coconut, and two, It Is being used

There are some obsiacles of course, As
one s{reet corner sage put it: “They can't!
start building until they get the moneyg
from the Republicans and the materials|
from the Democrats.” |

Critical steel and copper will delay
construction indefinitely. Meanwhile. an
old mansion house is to be remodeled this
year gs a club, complete with grill, bar
and gavden for summer parties,

"There" says lis founder; “Republicans
can meel people of the same persuasion,
exchange ideas and help see to it that the
Democrats never win another election,"

|
SO THEY SAY— |!

We imposed on the teaching profession |

a grand and glorified day nursery, They | d

are not running scholarly institutions.—
Colgate Darden, Jr., president of U. of|
Virginia, on American high schools.

1 felt like the bridegroom aL a shotgun
weodding except that T had never seen the|
girl—Actor Alfred Lunt, on his first ven-|
ture into grand opera directing.

here 15 no point in giving people politi=
cal progress if they get their throats cut.—
Oliver Lyttelton, British colonial secretary,
on Malaya,

Yes. Russinn imperiallsm can be stop-|
ped. Evil is never irresistible, only truth
and righteousness—John Foster Dulles,

|of the cily,

as a substitute for sugar in diets
for diabetics.

On Daily Living

Shown In Chemical Exposition

The substance ocours in ripe
mountain ash berrles, cherries,
plums, apples, and pears. In large
lots, it is produced from dextrose
by treatment with hydrogen under
pressure, Once it was regarded as
a laboratory curiosity. Today it is
an important substance in the
proper processing of foods.

Drugs Found Help

The exposition here also showed
that new drugs, such as aureomy-
cin and terramyein, are being used
maore and more to Improve the nu-
tritional value of animal feed, such
as that for swine and pouliry.

Now the sclentists are experi-
menting with drugs fo improve
leather, textiles, plastics and elec-
trical insulation, Such materials,
it was pointed out, are subject to
deterioration by the action of
molds, fungi and bacterin.

Thus the drugs are being used
as inhibitory agents and their use
may spread to paints, cosmetlcs
and tobaceo.

One substance, known as subti-
lin, has heen found to permit ster-
{lization of certain canned vegeta-
able at lower temperatures than
are now used,

Belgium an Important Link
In European Defense Chain

that spending U. S. dollars to buy
raw materials for Belglum manu-
facture gives the rest of Europe a|
soft currency source of Arma-
ments and, at the same time, re-
duces the load on over-burdened
American producticn facilitigs.
Americans Happy

Representatives here of the
United States also contend that
Belgium needs dollar ald to “de-
velop the strategic materials in
the Belgian Congo' What they
mean is uranium for atom bombs;
since the Congo is the greatest
single non-Communist source of
this material,

Militarily, American officers
are pleased with the re-armament
progress in this little nation which
has been overrun many times in
the turbulent history of Europe.

Tt shapes up thls way: NAVY—
Belgium's eventual goal is a navy
of three flotillas—one for coastal
minesweeping, another for similar
activity in ocean areas and a third
for troop transport.

AIR FORCE — The goal of the
Belgian air force {s 530 tactleal
sireraft, designed for close sup-
port of ground troops.

Material Received

ARMY—The exact size of the
army which Belgium hopes
have when {ts bulld-up ls. com-
plete cannot be disclosed. How-
ever, officinls authorized the
statement that It will consist of
roughly two corps of four divi-
slons each.

So far Belgium has received
from the United States about 50
per cent of the Ameriean mate-
rinl it needs to achieve its armed
forces goals. Much of the other
material needed, such as ilems
mentioned earlier and small-call-
bre ammunition, will come from
Belelan faclories,

The United States has taken a
very active role In fraining Bel-
glan military forces, sending mo-
bile instruction teams to installa-
tlons throughout the country. In
addition, a large number of Bel-
glan students are In American

Whether the drugs ean be placed technical schools. -

Memories of Seoul, Last

Year

A GreatCity Abandoned

By HAL BOYLE
Ansoelated Press Stafi Writer

NEW YORK—(F}—Ii Is a thing
of terror and strange beauty to see
a great city abandoned in war-
time,

It was that way a year ago this
vielded the Korean capital to pad-|
ed Chinese soldiers who came!
across the hills like waves of walk=
ing quilts,

The fear of thelr coming
spread Invisibly before them,
Hundreds of thousands of Seoul
clylllans had been leaving for
days, marching eouth In strag-
gling columns of deaih and hun-
Eer.
But the military decision to

evacuate came suddenly.
morning the correspondents
watched a British battalion make
a ealm and studied counter-attack|
against the enemy 18 miles north
But when we return-|

led late that afternoon the press

In the capital, even the cobblestones
are anti=Commuinist, — Juan Lezarralde,
mayor of Guatemala City, Guatemala,

1 cannpt feel that the danger of war is
s0 great today as it was during the Berlin
blockade of 1848 —Winston Churchill,

The average citizen is . , . for him be-
cause of the cold-blooded judgment that
lke knows more about war and peace than
anybody else.—Sen, Henry Cabot Lodge,

on Gen, Dwight Eisenhower’s presidential| empty Hotel Chosun, one of the |young eaptain, “But I courted my/|
largest hostelries in Kores, and |wife in this very room. I was!

candidacy.

eamp was breaking up and the
order wenl out:

“Pack and leave immediately.
The Army is pulling out tonight."

Several correspondents, includ=|pqe

ing Dwight Martin of Time Maga-
zine and mysell, decided to re-
maln overnight and waltch the
withdrawal,

It gave us an eerie feeling as
we stood ai the enirance of the

watched flames lecking at the
newspaper plant  scross  the
street.

Fires began to break out sll
over the city and a smoke pall
quickened the twilight. Night fell,

oul, when the The pavements echoed with the
i J t Allies|

I\\uek in Seoul, roar of tanks and guns heingi. | 3
It setll'm?:l‘mg right now.

wheeled out of the city.
(impossible that mere masses of
enemy riflemen on foot could

The fires mushroomed into acres
of singing tlames, Outlined against
them were the pitiful lines of ref-
ugees. Many too weak to continue
collapsed and lay unheeded.

We bucked the endless traffic

{back up to the front. It wasn't
N8l <o far now.

A colonel said:

“We're pulling out ourself in
halt an hour, You'd betler leave”

“The hills and paddies held a
dark menace. Everylhing was
lonely and unreal, and the un-
fought fires threw frightening
shadows, An orphan boy wailed,
all alone and forgotten, on the
clty hall steps,

We pleked him up and drove
k to the hotel and rifled some
blankets to keep him warm.

Al the last command post in the
city some soldiers were eating a
Christmas fruitcake that had Just
tarrived. They shared It with us,

“It's a funny thing," said a

stationed here before the war,
and my wife worked for an Am-
erican civilian agency that quart-
ered its women employes in this
building,

“I used to meet her here to go
on dates. It seems odd to be back
here. 1 wonder what she’s think-

And ever since then I've won-
dered whether the capiain ever

force all that vast weight of metal| got to tell her about his last
armor backward—but they were. |

night fn Seoul,

We bedded down until maorning,
We toured Seoul for the last time.
The rattle of small arms could be
heard on the outskirts,

By noon the last Allied unit had
!lrundlcd out of the smoking city
and across the two bridges span=
|ning the Han River, About 2 pm.
|l_I. S. Army engineers blew the
final bridge.

Many officers and men then
| thought we would have to give up
Korea entirely and withdraw to
Japan,

There was bitterness in their

going, for while they had known

| little joy In that Weary penin-

sula they had no wish (o be
pushed from I

But they formed a new
and held | Today we holc\iksgim
again, too, And if a renl peace
:m.—..-‘mu seems far away, well—
(the situation I& much belter than
it was on that night of loneliness

Japanese Dj
On Rearmap,

Results of Pyp;
Opinion Ananl:‘

TOKYO'—(UR}-.‘.Iany
Japanese Individugls ln
are strongly opposed 1o 1
tion's rearmameny and ,'
presence of American .‘
Japan will make i} y

Under Japan's new m.
fense treaty with
States, U. 5. froops wiy
Japan after the Oceupyi
tect the unarmed mu‘;g

Many of those Oppnsi
ament have a genuine ¢,
rearmament may lond i, |
of militarism in Japay

Many of those Who‘ P
are those who adoped Gy
las MacArthur's early g,
philosophy that Japan )

come the Switzerlgnd |
Pacific. et
Want the Best

Many believe Japy
afford a modern, firgly
tary establishment ang .
it useless to have anythlyy
best.

Japan's third-rankip
party, the Soclalists, s
opposed to rearmamen),

The second-ranking s
Democrats, are strongly
of it

The leading party, the 1§
are stalling for time by
in the direction of regpm

Many Japanese firmly i
would be better for Japy
pend—for the time bein
protection,

The believe the Uni
can do a good fob of
Japan's security and b
would be years befon
Japanese military esty
could be anywhers pe
efficient.

Hope for Peace

Too, they hope that
of world tension will {4
and the need for larg 4
forces will disappear,

In such event, they
will be a simple matte
American units in Japany
draw.

They are afraid |l =
much more difficult to
reduce an ambitious and g
Japanese military organin

Some of Japan's big §
people are in favor of reiy
These leaders believe Ji
not become a first-chn
again without having i
military establishment,

The average man-in
is not so anxious to ste
revived.,

Draft Dreaded

In the first place, i
people ‘are nop pleased
thought of being drafted
tary duty.

In the second place, W
people remember the amoj
tatorial attitude of theol
ese army.

Japan has a star} fowe!
army—the national polie

The so-called “new i
initiated by Gen, MacAriz
Iy ‘after the outbrest
Korean war. There
Japanese “police” belng iy
military tralning.

This organization cold
a real army without manys
and many people alreadys
it the skeleton of Japa
military organlzation.

Unwantedl:
Shows Profi

GRAND RAPIDS, M
—When Raymond J. Fe¥
ed to buy 60 acres o
farm land to ralse red d
he was told he also woul
buy an adjoining. 20 ¥
brushland listed on it
abstract.

“I didn't want it B
didn't know what to_ﬁ!
that brush," Foley id,
it's paying off better ©
clover seed flelds.”

Mast of the brush o
wild dogwood.

“In the spring, whet
wood began blooming ¥
people stopped to 8=
field that I got an_ideaﬂ 3
paying off ever sincé,
plained.

“Instead of burning ¥
as [ had planned, I b
the dogwood trees to U0
landscaping. Now, M€
wood ftrees has devis
practically a full-time &

Sulphur Fo
A Good Het

CHICAGO —Un—=Wi=l
taster when certain keY ™)
are present in the digh
to Dr. Martin B, Wil
soclate professor of
at Loyola Univerd?
school, "

Williamson told the *
Chemical Society's |
tion that diet expefiiy
shown than cgriamﬁ‘“]

unds in food are BEE
&onxlrnum healing rat& |

The compounds 3"‘r_‘.
amino acids, which 3
proteins of eggs, milk§
and some other {oodt
said,

In tesis he cnndugl'd’
mental animals, WiV
the healing rate was =
when a high prot?

iven, .

’ However, the lddl"’f
phur amino acids 10 25
diet achieved much

and defeat a year ago,

ing rate, he sald.
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