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Utomic Progress Sawmill Leveled by Fire
listed in Report $150,000 Loss

At VaughnBombs Now Produced
On 'Industrial Basis'

Long Bell Plant
WASHINGTON (AP) - The 'Atomic Energy Com.

mission announced Monday its new and more effective
atomic bombs proof-teste-d at Eniwetok are being pro-
duced "on an industrial basis."

Second Disastrous Fire
For Big Lumber Firm

By Dan H. Scltard
Fire, in the midst of a heat

It also said uranium and plutonium for bombs and other
atomic energy uses are being produced "in greater quantities
than ever before. spell which means "danger"

Relating "advances in all in the woods, late Saturday
night leveled the Long Bellphases of the national atomic Truman Viewsenergy program, the AEC in sawmill at Vaughn with a

its sixth semi-annu- al report loss estimated at over $150,- -
000.to Congress also listed prog-

ress on the medical front, in The blaze. Lane County's

,m ill

I

cluding indications that rela-

tively inexpensive radioactive
second major mill fire with-
in a week, was discovered at

1 l,!' Bomb Advance 11:35 p.m. by a nightwatch-ma- n

who reported: "It just
seemed to explode near the
resaw, and the whole thinff

WASHINGTON U.R) PresidentJOHN MAKAGON
Testimony Truman Monday reported "splen-

did progress" and "noteworthy ad was burning when I pulled

cobalt may eventually prove
to be a better cancer treat-
ment than radium.

At the same time the AEC dis-

closed it had found
resources of uranium in this

country that could be used at some
future time for military applica-
tions in case the uranium we
now get at home and abroad
should cease to be available.

vances" in production the whistle cord.
$38,000 Fire

Destroys Firm

At Creswell

which he said should give "reas-
surance and faith" to all peoples
who rely on this nation's strength.

The President, in a statement

Company employes, townspeople
and 25 members of the West Lana
Fire Patrol managed to hold the
fire to the sawmill section, saving
a large dry kiln, storage sheds,
power and office buildings and
stacks of ty lumber on
nearby docks.

kgon Talks

M With US

surplus Goods

reviewing the sixth al

report of the Atomic Energy

Two hours after fire leveled the
Long Bell sawmill at Vaughn,

Commission said the commission
in the past six months has made
progress "in every sector" of the
$3,500,000,000 project which has
made "us stronger from a mili-

tary standpoint while at the same

flames broke out in the Valley
Furniture Manufacturing Com.
pany's plant at Creswell, and in

George Hayes, general man-
ager of the plant, said it was
Impossible for him to place tha j

loss, but other veteran lumber
men assessed the value of tha
mill at around 1150,000.

Long Bell had recently modern

minutes that plant, too, was left atime it promotes our peacetime
goals." complete loss. Damage was estl

mated at $38,000.The President did not mention

WASHINGTON Iff) John
logon's secret testimony under
ti in the Senate "5 per center"
fjiry deals in part with the dis-

tal o( government surplus pro-r- 7,

it was learned Monday.
That is shown in the official

ord ol the h investi-p- D

of the one-ti- Kansas
:sj bootblack who once had a

A public dance had been held
In the front section of the furnl

the recent senatorial investiga-
tion of mismanagement charges
against the commission. But he
said the country's atomic policy

hire plant Saturday night and
had broken up a little after 12:30

ized the entire plant, and the mill
had been in full production. Mora
than 200 men are normally em-

ployed in the Vaughn operation.has the overwhelming support oi
ks to the White House. the American people."
I The record also discloses that

a.m. At 1:50 p.m. flames were dis-

covered. Townspeople theorized
that a dancer had left a clgaret
burning.

Harold Marcott, young veteran
who built the plant two years ago

Hayes said the loss was fully
insured and said ha had little
doubt the company would rebuild.

Groups of night-cla- d mill-men- 's

wives and children stood
In the night and watched tha
mill go down. It was their

fct inquiry has gone searchingly
tig Maragon's bank deposits
fee 1945 on, and has dealth

with the sources of his

This country now gets most of
its uranium from the Belgian
Congo and Canada which have
ores af a high uranium content.
Some of the previous stuff also
comes from low-gra- carnotite
ore of the Colorado plateau an
ore relatively low in uranium
content.

The commission told Monday of
extensive exploration and pros-
pecting by the AEC and the U. S.
Geological Survey all over the
country.

This involved "comprehensive
exploration of virtually every rock
formation in this country, and of
mine and smelter products, gas
and oil wells, and other places
where uranium might occur," the
AEC said, adding:

"By mid-ye- ar this work le

denormous tonnages of
very low grade materials (that
is, materials low in uranium
content.)

They cost more to process but
they could be utili ied in the fu-

ture to sustain an atomic energy
program for military purposes,
should lower-co- st uranium cease
to be available."

The report said earlier that in
connection with the production of
fissionable materials for weapons
and other uses "actions have been
taken to improve and make more
certain the supply of (uranium)

from war surplus material at
Camp Adair, said ha had no def
inlte idea as to the fire s origin.

Eccne.

Mini Closed Doors He estimated his loss to building
I Miragon was questioned behind LONG-BELL'- S SAWMILL BURNS to the trround at

"bread and butter" and they
shouted heartily when the man-
ager said. the company, would
probably rebuild.

Origin of th fir was not de-

termined. Employes had put a

toed doors on three consecutive

pi list week by- - the - Senate's
boil investigations subcommit--

The roup is checking on the

'"Vaughn with loss at wore tliaH $lS0,trf)6. The Saturday
night blaze is seen at its height above. Aerial view on
morning after shows heart of the destroyed plant in which
the fire was restrained by 100 fir fighters.

WASHINGTON U. If you
live near an atomic plant, your
chances of breathing in a radio-
active particle are about one to
four sextlllion.

The Atomic Energy Commis-
sion used those staggering
figures in its sixth semi-annu-

report to emphasize that its
methods of disposing of radio-
active waste material are abso-
lutely safe.

An analysis of the atmo-

sphere above Oak Ridge, Tenn.,
for example, showed only 400
"hot atoms" per cubic foot, and
a cubic foot of air contains
about 1500 sextlllion atoms, or
one and a half million billion
billions of atoms.

smaller fir at th west end of tha
ferities of persons who help
fan get government contracts mill at 8:30 p. m., Saturday, but

nuange for a fee, usually 5
cent of the gross proceeds.

no connection between that and
tha large blaza was seen.
Second Long Bell Loss

Hit practice in Itself is not

Long Bell's retail plant In EuI Ike subcommittee wants to find
ps whether any 5 per centers
fi tnea to influence govern'
Pt procurement officials, a:

been alleged.

gene burned May 25 with a re-

sulting loss of $150,000. Only last
Wednesday night the Clear Fir
Products Co. in Springfield was
leveled by a fir. Loss there waa
estimatsd at $250,000 by on of
the owners.

Nmi Scheduled

and stock at $38,000. The building
was pnrtlally insured, but not the
stock of upholstered furniture.

The Creswell Volunteer Fire
Department could do little to
save the factory, but worked
fast to save a service station
and several other business es-

tablishments nearby. Flames
licked at the station and blis-

tered the paint,

Eugone Fire Chief Ed Surfus
and one pumper crew from Eu-

gene hustled to the scene and
helped bring the fire under con-

trol. Surfus was ready with his
often-voic- praise of the volun-
teer department.

Marcott waa doubtful If ha
could rebuild, since his loss waa
not fully insured. Standing In

the light from the flames with
members of his family, he could
register little but disappoint-
ment.

The factory had tooled and as-

sembled upholstered furniture for
sale to Eugene and Pacific Coast
outlets.

Most of the work was done with
mnchlnery.

This was the second serious fire

ores both from abroad and from
mint neannes are sources in the United States."

WASHINGTON W.PJ The
Atomic Energy Commission has
not forgotten the row that was
raised in Congress over the maps
and pictures of atomic installa-
tions in its last report.

The Vaughn mill was ovr 400m Aug. 8. Senator Hoey
the subcommitteo nhatmnn feet long and 90 feet wide, on of

M Monday the group has un-- P
evidence it regards as The commission took no

chances this time.
f t important than the informa-- p

it has obtained frm.
Its sixth semi-annu- al report

Strike Involves
Coast Ports

SAN FRANCISCO OJ.R) The
Hawaiian maritime strike threat-
ened to involve mainland ports
Monday as CIO longshoremen an

contains pictures of:
A hornet, a white house, a mazeUl? otiw witnesses prob-- b

d in secret later
of s, a fish from Bikini
lagoon, a herd of cows exposed to

nounced they would resist any at
radiation at Alamagordo, N. M., a
field of corn and a pretty girl
wearing a face-mas- k.

th larger in Lane county,
Th glow from th flame at

th mill could be aeen for mora
than 15 miles around, and at-

tracted hundreds of people to
the scene, most of whom man-
ned hoses to squelch th hungry
flames.

H. R. Oglesby, warden at West
Lane Fire Patrol in Veneta, re-

ported his first call was lit at
11:45 p. m., and he Immediately
dispatched trucks with 20 fire-
fighters to the scene. Radios at th
Veneta headquarters were man-
ned and the situation was "soon
under control."

Sunday morning th sawmill
was a twisted mass of wreckage.

nia Ends tempt to load cargo for the Is-

lands aboard Matson freighters.
The union was flying a dozen

members from Honolulu to San

MEANWHILE, CRESWELL VOLUNTEER Firemen fought a stubborn blaze which
quickly claimed a furniture plant. Loss: $38,000. Firemen, manning a heavy hose above,
saved several nearby establishments including a service station which was scorched by
the searing flames. The Creswell volunteers were aided by a pumper truck and crew
from Eugene. (Staff Photos, Wiltshire Engravings.)

in Creswell's business district
within a year. Last Oct. 4, fireathoiic Orders swept through an entire block asHowley Resigns

Berlin Posl
water pressure failed to meet tne
emergency.Rarest, R0raania

Monday riii..J ' Last fall's fire claimed a "one- -Photographer's Life Weary;.c welfare,ire such order. In
stop" shopping center, a feed
store, cold storage plant, news
paper plnnt, and several apartCar Gets Tired Out, Too ment buildings.

rial Th. . 1' vinceni

Francisco to picket the Matson
ship "Hawaiian Refiner," due
here Wednesday. At the same
time, the union announced its
West Coast members would not
cross the picket line.
May Change Plans ,

Randolph Sevier, executive vice
president of Matson, said that in
view of the union's plan the com-

pany may "review" the situation.
He said he was "flabbergasted"

by the union's action in flying
pickets here and that the company
"certainly is going to have to re-
count noses on this thing."

"We're going to sit down and
review the situation in the light
of these developments," he said.
"We don't want trouble."
Use T-- Act?

Bean Pickers Neededzs Roma; a?hnzr

McGrarh Delays Trip
MARRANGANSETT, R. I. (U.B)

Sen. J. Howard McGrath
postponed until Tuesday his

trip to Washington to tell Presi-
dent Truman whether he will ac--

h5 mPnft?'rksand The Employment Office at 58
11th Ave. W. has issued an urgent

BERLIN (P) Brig. Gen. Frank
L. Howley soon will relinquish his
job as American commandant in
Berlin-7-on- of the hottest spots in
the East-We- st Cold War.

He said Monday he had asked
to be relieved in order to return
home. U.S. Military Governor
John J. McCoy said Howley's re-

quest will be accepted.
McCoy said Howley's record in

Berlin was "courageous, outstand-

ing and in the best tradition of

Were t0ld
fill .dm.15.da-- whether call for 150 bean pickers to re- -

port to the office. Some transpor- - cept nomination as U. i. attorney
tation will be furnished. general.Hr an i j ' "'snea to

,and ioin 'he lay

Fire Danger
Lessens as
Humidity Up

With the exception of the Long-- J
Bell fire which kept crews from
West Lane Fire Patrol busy Sat-

urday night, Lane's three forest
protective groups were not called
to any fires.

Cooler weather throughout the
areas protected by East and West
Lane and the U. S. Forest Service,
eased fire dangers in Western
Oregon Sunday and Monday.

West Lane reported a high tem-

perature of only 79 degrees, with
humidity at 56 per cent. Winds
averaged 11 miles per hour.

East Lane high temperature
was 70 degrees, with a humidity
low of 21 per cent. No lightning
was reported by either association
and forecast is for warm, slightly
cloudy weather with humidity be-

tween 35 and 40 per cent and high
temperature of 85 degrees in some
areas.

Willamette Forest reported a

quiet weekend throughout its dis

Press photography Is no cinch, and R. Harlow Schlllloi,
Register-Guar- d staff photographer, Saturday night recorded
flaming evidence to prove It.

He was slumbering peacefully after a lively week when the
call came that the Long Bell plant at Vaughn was afire. That
was a little past midnight. Schilllos pulled on his pants while
he took the call. In minutes he was on West 11th St. heading
for the fire.

At Vaughn he squinted and snapped In characteristic
fashion, then headed back to F.ugene. His car, tired after
thousands of miles on Lane County roads, developed a knock.
"Low on oil," the photog muttered. That was Z a.m., but he
rounded up two quarts of oil at Veneta.

Reloading his film holders in the newsroom, he answered
the phone again. "Furniture plant at Creswell burning." That
was at 2:30 a.m.

A repeat performance In Creswell, and the weary flash-
bulb expert started home, thinking of bed. Rut another dif-

ficulty developed In his faithful steed the left wheel started
squealing. "Brakes catching," he muttered.

But the car kept on going, the wheel squealing louder and
the engine knocking more violently. At 8:30 a.m. he was Hear-
ing his East 11th duplex, blinking his eyes and muttering
something about "combat fatigue."

US Military Chiefs
Start Europe Talks

L - acree Kas Buh,. . Earlier, Matson indicated that if n. Howieys own nne comudv

Eirnrcent I n San Francisco longshoremen re- - .service, which was great and gal-- f
Bulletin. Ifmerf t lj lant."

fll

FRANKFURT, Germany W Louis Denfeld, Navy: and Gen.
Air Force.The U. S. iolnt chiefs of staff con- - Hoyt S. Vandenberg,

Marshall Backs Aid Plan flew in from Washington Satur-

day for a study of Euro
pean defenses snd potentialities
under the Atlantic Pact.
Tiny Country

TON'
VAA 'T Gfn r.Anraa C

The Duchy of Luxembourg lies

ferred Monday with army officers
of Italy and Luxembourg In the
first of a series of talks with Eur-

opean military representatives.
Lieut. Gen. Efislo Marras,

Italy's army chief of staff said
at the conclusion of the talks the
American chiefs "displayed a

friendship on which we can rely
without question."

Gen. Marras added "we dis

R'Sreva, ft"f,r'Ss, M"nday that hesitation'
lidSSfi KTru.an'5 Pr8m f In a border area between Franc

and Germany. She has littla mora
than 1000 square miles, even withtaX """"ca.bns."

Sl Un,ortunate"

s' dfei !A?le' ! Army Ashland Sets
tricts, although conditions were
still termed critical. ShakespeareV-- ,heanirs CommittwthTt,

? to " 2 ' this time
F- - POMibuS rV0.nmy" jt "?o might

cussed problems of mutual inter-
est. . . . There Is no doubt theseASHLAND W) Gov. and Mrs.

Douglas McKay will he first 'discussions will be of great mu- -

territory gained from Germany
through a recent frontier revision.
The 1945 population estimate waa
281,572.

Later in the day th U. S. staff
chiefs will inspect th Berlin air-li- fe

operations at Frankfurt's
Rhine-Mai- n airport. Then they
will go to U. S. Army Headquar-
ters In Heidelberg for further
talks with American commanders

nlghters her Tuesday when the tual benefit.
- - major outlay later

ttn Tr,"nln' .m.oo..
br Wed with orevlon.

Oregon Shakespearean Festival

desirability of action of this nature immediately.
It is necessary, he said, for the nations of

Europe who are friendly to the United States
and are resisting Russia to have "mutually co-

operative action against aggression
In the long run, Marshall testified, the pro-

gram "will strengthen rather than weaken the

military position of the United States and will

give momentum to our foreign policy.

Marshall said that In 1939, If the military

reqnlremenU stated by the armed "
eeuld have been met "even to a modest e.

we could have whittled away at least six
months of the duration of the war.

He emphasized that he was not criticizing

Congress on the administration when he said

He said "the real issue" at that time was the
attitude of the American people, which was af-

fected by "a real, aggressive and vocal minority.
Marshall stressed the value of "timing" in

the pending program and said the psycholojical
effect of its rejection would not be good among
the democracies.

While Lane County waa tak-

ing a breather, the rest of Ore-

gon and part of California
were plagued by scattered for-
est fires.

Associated press reported Mon-

day that a brush and imall tim-

ber fire scorched 800 acres 15

Arms Aid Unmentioned
Adm. Louis Denfeld, U. S. naval

Temperature Hits 94
Eugeneans sweltered again

Monday as the thermometer reg-

istered 84 at the local weather
bureau, while many other citizens
of Lana County also wished for
cooler weather.

With the arrival of Monday,
and a new month, bureau fore-
casters were able to announce
July's total rainfall only .01 of
an Inch. Normal for the month
is .37 Inches.

Eugeneans had welcomed a res-

pite from the heat Sunday night
when the temperature fell to 59

degree and a tract of rain fell
in th arts.

chief of operations said the Hal
lans did not raise the question of
U. S. arms aid for western Eur

Vtw''M taff r SU,e A,'n"0'' N- - Brdly- -- by t;
if C,f,mnii,l' that he had not

!?.MtE:.??,te e plan wa, be- -

opens.
The first night's production will

be "Romeo and Juliet" with Mary
Jane Pitts, Portland,
blonde, and Ralph C. Burgess Jr.,
Ashland, in th leading rolesi

The stage is a replica of the
Elizabethan outdoor theatre in

ope.
Earlier, a spokesman for th

Joint staff said the Luxembourg- tn- . wcvj uii it tit

miles east of Grants Pass. District
Forester Frank Hamilton put 100

men on the blaze Sunday and
headed It away from more valu-

able timber tracts.
The community of Foots Creek

in Germany.
They visited Informally Sunday

with commanders of the U. S.
Army, Navy and Air Force in
Germany.

Adm. Denfeld inspected Ameri-
can naval units and took: a short
boat rid aa tha Rhine,

group did not bring up th arms
that which Shakespeare's dramas were laid question at their session either,A 1c ) ye""? necessarv.'

M ofh,f1.:nem Policy in.
first produced. Th festival ends The American chiefs Gen
Aug. 24. 'Omar N. Bradley, Armyt Adm.(COOTUOJED ON PAGE TWO)u ay mind utotbi


