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Atomic Bomb Biggest Problem
Facing Civil Defense Planners

(EDITOR'S NOTE:)

The Defense Department his
recelved a blueprint for retting
wp & vast Clvll Defenss Pro-
gram In the event of alomle
war. The mubleet hax heen
worrying offlcials  ever since
Hiroshima. The next Congress
probably will be asked to do
something about 1t Why? Be-
cause in stomle war the great
majority of casualtles would be
elvilians, not soldiers, What
elvillans? The residents of any
oity an enemy might plck as an
atomic tarxel. The cily might
he Washington breause | 1y the
seal of government, 1t might be
Detroll  because Detroll s s
greal Industrial center. It might
be New York or Chleagn, Plits-
burgh or San Franclson, Nor-
folk or Bremerton, The aa-
sumption e that an  atomle
atlack  would eome  without
warnlng—"oul of a clear shy"”
a8 It did at Hiroshima. The fol-

lowing tells waoat would happen
to the people of & target eity,
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It Is based on official reporis
and on published stalemenis by
atlomic experis,

By JOSEPH L. MYLER
United Presn Staff Correspondent
TON—There are two
defenses’” againgt the
They are time and

absaolute
atomie bomk
sphce

All of us are absclutely
from the bomb until an enemy
pets it and  decides 1o use
nghinst us, I may be n year from
ngw or 10 years before another
natlon has bambs. Atemie offic-
lnls sy nobody outside FRussia
really knows,

And it an enemy gets the bombs
—ind uses it tn war with us—
many milliong of Americans still
will be Individually safe, thanks
tn space. The bomb s no contin-
enl wreckar
Bikinl Example

aufe

At Bikinl, persons sbourd ships
only nine miles from the burst
felt anly a aslight thump. At »

distance of two miles the chances
of direct ipjury would have been
fuirly slight |

And aceording to the National |
Socurity Resources Board, even|
tio datest thing In stomle bombs,
the jmproved weapons tested at

Enlwetok last spring, con kill snd
destroy direqlly over & distance
of nn more than tiree miles

Hut within that three-mile
rodius, no human being, dog, cat,
or Insect would be safe, Many|
persats  would survive withoul |
wijury, but none eould abaolutaly
bBink en' L |

—
Just Buppose

Say the targel s 8 city of 1.-
000,000, Say the bomb goes off nl|
2500 feel, the allitude from which |
it ciin do the mosl daminge ta t!wl

o krenlenl aren,

Forget that the New Yorkers or|
San Frunelsenns going sbout their
Liginess in’ the  buldioge  and |
straets bhelow are flesl) and blong
himan beings with names and ad
diesses and fomiliss Think of
them wp n pel ol stalistics fresh
trom » Pentugon sdding machine

Cnllgctively they may be labeled
“totid] numburs of (6ta]l and non-
fainl casupities"  ‘The office of
elvil dofense planning says they |
nuimbaar ot 100000

Thowisards of them neve:
knpw tha bomb exploded
W e deadt befory they
Amoing the others, thousands may
think they survived without In
jury beciise they felt no wound
Not Just Bomb

But the Wotnle bomb s oot fust !
n bomby, 1L kills In muny ways
in o split second or w matter pl
weeks, 1 s triple-throat wen- |
pon, killing with blust, tire and |

wleon, In sll thiee fulegaries the

vl for the bBomb ik

will
They
Knivia

“Niiper

I the split mithionth of §osee
il while dotonntinn  lasts, the
wiih  [eods  the  tirget  with
linding lght and kitling mult-
millinn degree heut,

Quickly following sre » crushs
i alovk wave arid n thousind-
mile=an=hour wind. A while-tiot
firehn!l expanding from the cen-
tey of the burst (gnites aevery-
hing  Inflammable  whieh 11
ene
Hrrnlnll Follows
The wuprushing atomic cloud
mushrooming over the elty s fol-
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are those eaused by radiation 15 of the . 3 g
Perzons not, killed outs sicken i v, would be co
in thres ta 21 days. Symptoms of 'n: 'a: st In this ares rad Relativel ng-lasting
include general a.:arru.s nauses; tion will be & maor cause Rl \pErs
lowed L " generated yamiting, stea oss of death of radium,
by the ¢ "--"",‘F"‘-*’ ling out hair, reddening of the siin, 10ss of  Between 1000 and 1500 yerds : -Teldls 4 ::13’ Many _Many experis bel bELt © a reg
from *“round rero, the (arget appetite, hloody diarrhea, hemor- Half of the reql‘_! in this zone which pormally
paint rhage, and a drop in the white will die, wit h snd fire being
In the first splil second, deeply bload eell erount the ehief killers ny will ili""
penetrating neutron and gamms  Vietims may be saved if the radiation injury but ‘deaths from
raye from the few pounds of split- radiation dosage has not besn too this cause will be fewer. .
ting atoms st the bomb's renter| great. Whole blood, penicillin,| Between 1500 yards (nesrly one Defense planners Get o cash joan aere oo the triengy,
have flashed in all directiong and anti-hemorrhage drugs like ﬁl du:‘ :ﬁﬂ:.‘l’num t.::: -‘m-ul l -
Thousands of persons far fRutin may help, OHrROns 'mst ceap o)
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in llving tissue of the body's deep
Interior. Depending on dosage,
desth |s quick or aiow,

The statisticians say that of the
100,000 cesualties, 40,000 will be
fatal. Of the 40,000, half will be!
killed outright., The other 20,000
will die laler af radiation sickness,

‘Ihere will be 60,000 non-fat !lull

Ities, with

in the lirst

Ve

three weoks.

Hadiation Later

The peculiariy

ter {rom neutron and gamma T&-
diation,

The civillan defense plenners,
apparenily basing their caleuls-
tions on the known effects of the
“obsoleie" whartime bomb instead
of the newer Eniwetok model, say
easusities generally will be distri-
buted s follows;
Wi!.hin 500 :’lrd: thg Imlth of

24,000
The other

sses will develop over a pericd

stomic casualties

serious
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