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Anybody Wanna Be A Schoolteacher

In Salem the other day, we attended a
meeting of Public School Administrators,
several hundred of 'em from all parts of
Oregon—all wrestling with the same prob-
lems, mounting enrollments, Inadequate
buildings, not enough really first class teach-
ers, and the greatest of all problems, how to
get the public to understand its school prob-
lems,

Later in the evening, we reclined on a bed
in the Senator Hotel, listening to a group
of text book publishers representatives talk
about teachers and school administrators,
Some of these gents, as might be expected,
were former teachers, Somehody said:

“Jack, why did you give up a good Job as
superintendent to peddls books? Money?”

Jack pulled out a long black cigar, un-
veiled it, bit off the end and spat:

“I chew my clgars. Filthy habit, But 1 like
it. Now down at , 1 had s Board Mem-
ber who had some funny notions about school
teachers, 1 guess, The cheap chiselling old so-
and-so wasn't above trying to make me buy
school supplies through his store, in spite of it
belng strictly agin' the law, but he didn't like
my cigar chewing. Nope, it wasn't the money.
I'm not actunlly making much more at this
racket, but I can be myself. So T quit.”

This led to a lot of wierd tales about

"schools and school teachers and school boards
and some of the more fantastic experiences,
especially on the rural school circuit. Adolf

said:

"My wife made me give up teaching, I loved
every minute of {t, and I'd like to go back to it.
But the way things were, we never dared to
buy a house or seitle down anywhere, You
never knew when you'd get the axe for some
Uttle thing, On this job, at least, we know
w‘hlr.l'l we're going {o be from one year to the

next.

The argument was made that conditions
have improved greatly in the last 10 or 15
years—pay iz better, tenure is assured in
many of the larger school systems, better
facllities are being provided, slowly. The
National Commission on Teacher Education
and Professional Standards is calling upon
the colleges of the United States to recruit
1,0450622 teachers over the next 10 years.
At present rate of teacher production we
will get “only 200,000 in the next 10 years
and that will mean continued teacher short-
ages in the poorer distriets, continued over-
loading and a large carry-over of super-an-
nuated. One man said:

“They'll have to #ind some way fo bulld up
the dignity of the teaching profession, i they
are to fill thelr quota. It !m't low pay that
drives many away from the teaching profes-
sion, It's the pravalling attitude that the teach-
or, especially the male teacher, is a sort of
freak that hurts, You have to have a real CALL
llke a minister to be a good teacher, and I
know plenty of men who have that eall, They
have no interest in getting rich, That imn't
what drives 'em out of teaching, It's the pica-

e restrictions an the taacher's life, the frus-
tions. Why 1 know a good guy . , .*
This led to the general conclusion that

“somebody ought to write a book,” a first
class novel about teaching in the United
States. Jack said:

“Sure, there's a great story Shere, but my
house wouldn't publish It, not it It really ealled
the shota"

Somebody ought to write a book. Some-
body ought to open a school for school
boards. Somebody ought to go out and ring
bells and blow fire sirens to make the
American people realize the importance of
thelr schools and the. dignity of the teaching
lob. This from some of the hard-bitten guys
who peddle school texts, and they have very
few illusions. Tt was quite an experience
to stretch and hear them ramble on about
what they see and hear as they make their
rounds,

“How you gonna weed the loafers and the
_rrnui T*.“hmhe:-l out of the teaching business,
ack?"

Jack was fluent on this topic, beginning
with universities and schools of education,
but he kept coming back to his main point
“the dignity of teaching," the humanity of
teachers, and the great need of “flesh and
blood instend of plaster saints.” Tt could
have gone on all night, but the road to Eu-
gene is long and tiresome and full of trucks,
=
Symptom of Russian Discontent

Tt stands to reason that a great many Rus-
sians cannot be happy under, Soviet rule.
Two Russian air force officers have flown
into the American zone in Germany and
have claimed “political refuge.” This inci-
dent may be added to the sensational Kos-
enkina cage as another strong symptom of
discontent in Russia.

Our military authdrities have taken the
proper course in returning to the Russians
the.plane in which the officers made their
escape, and in returning a Russian sergeant
who was taken for the “buggy ride” It
needs to be made very clear that we are not
harboring known eriminals or grabbing Rus-
slan equipment (although the Russians have
not hesitated to grab our equipment at every
excuse), It will be necessary to have a very
careful examination into the claims of the
Russian officers that their only offenses
against the Russian government were politi-
cal.

Of course, in Russia it is treazon to dis-

agree with the rulers of the Kremlin or
with the Communist party. That marks the

" great essential difference between their

thinking and ours. We tolerate even Com-
munists in this country and the question is
often asked:

"How far sre we obligsted to earry this
tolerance of people who want to destroy our
natlon, who take thelr orders from a forelgn
government?" L
The answer seems to be that if we are

faithful to American principles we must
tolerate these people as long as they confine
themselves to the realm of mere BELIEF;
when this belief merges into hostile actions,
then we must punish them to the full extent
of thelr offenses.

Often we have spoken of this doctrine of
tolerance as “the American hair shirt.” It is
a doctrine which entails some obvious risks.
Nevertheless we believe that it is a policy
which in time pays off. Many are the Com-
munists in this country who have repented
after a measure of Communist experience.
The real reason for tolerance, however, is
that we cannot prosecute any person or any
group of persons for BELIEF without en-
dangering our own rights to what we be-
lieve.

Tyranny has never paid off, never in the
world's history. It has always ended in rev-
olution. Sometimes tyranny has endured for
centuries but it has always ended in collapse.
This is not to say that Russla is nearing rev-
olution or collapse. But these Incidents prove
that Russians are men and women like our-
selves. They will endure just so much,

Reader Editorial

FRED CUTHBERT COMES UPF FOR AIR

EUGENE—(To the Editor)For the second time
in ‘a doren years, 1 have been accused of being
focetious when I suggest that BEugene would be
smart o plow up it “main drag" and plant it to
grass, Is that all the appreciation a planner gets
for offering his home town a milllon dollar Idea?
Imagine the headlines In newspapers all over the
land, in the planning press, pictures in national
magazines and the movies, about the first city In
the United States to plow up Its main street and
convert {ts downtoun area into a modern shopping
center designed sclentifically for the convenlence
and pleasure of its patrons. Thousands would come
from hundreds and thousands of miles to see and
shop. Tourlsts would look forward to shopping in
the famous district, Local folks, relieved from much
of the noise, fumes, danger and frritation caused
by the constant streams of contentlous traffic,
would find new pleasure in shopping,

After driving your car many times around the
block, or several blocks, In the vicinlty of your
destination, how frequently are you able to park
within five blocks of where you want to shop? A
large percentage of the motorists during busy
hotirs are erulsing for a convenlent parking place,
without any real hope of stopping In front of the
store or office bullding where they expect to do
business, In Ann Arbor, Michigan, income from
parking meters {s being used to bulld munlelpal
parking garages convenient to shopping districts:
It would certainly be much better to park safely
and convenlently within a block or two of the busl-
ness area and walk over to shop In peace and com-
fort in a beautiful park-like environment. At pres-
ent, we plow through excessive sldewalk traffic to
an Intersection, stand in line for the green light,

or dart across the street, hanging on to bundles [

and children, hoping to beat the light befors get-
ting run down, then walk back half a block to &
point opposite the one from which we started
several minutes before. With the street made into
a park way, crossed with convenient walks, we
could wander at will back and forth from shops on
one side to shops on the other, saving our nervous
system much grief and saving hundreds of feet of
needless walking, To add to the shopper's comfort,
continuous marquees or eoversd walkways could
extend along the store fronts, affording protection
from sun or raln. In stunmer, park benches could
be placed under the trees for the rest of the weary
or nged shoppers, and as convenlent walting places;
and in the pleasant weather, refreshment could
be had at tables under gay umbrellas, Taking a
cue from Victoria, B, C., hanging baskets of flowers
might line them all, adding color and fragrance.

Intersections of cross streets could be designed
to permit turn-out loading zones to reduce Inter-
ference with mbving vehicular treffic. Aldeys in
some instances mighi be refurbished to provide
mid-block access from parking sreas, By careful
planning, most of the practical problems intro-
duced by the project and pecullar to Individual
businesses could be worked out.

But of course the whole idea {s utterly fantastic
“Tvory Tower" stuff, It would require the over-
coming of too much inertla, would cost some
money, would be largely without precedent, with-
out which most business men and particularly
bankers, do nothing. However, one thing is quite
pradictable, unless there Is some bold thivking and
planning and bullding, good old "tight squeeze”
Willamette Street will be a "has been” in a rela-
tively few years, and up the flue will go some
mighty Important Investments, In years to come
when you are all acratching each others' mossy
backs, and I am in deep’ freeze at the South Pole,
remember these prophetle words,

Very truly yours,
Fred A. Cuthbert,

P.5. Most of my family have agreed to accom-
pany me to the South Pole (with stop-overs In
Mexlco, Brazil, Peru and Chill!). Where do we
plek up the tickets?

Em—— ]
ABSESSOR ASKS FOR COOPERATION
EUGENE—~(To the Editor)—During our proe

gram of a complele re-appralsal of all real proper- 2

ty and partioularly that of new homes and busl
ness buildings, we are finding quite a grent deal
of new construction which has not previously ap-
peared upon our tax rolls.

Obviously, such a condition is looked upon as |

being a laxness in $he Assessor's office and we ad-

mit that with our limited personnel, we are un-|

able to cope with this deplorable situation in view
of our enormous growth, business expansion and
efforis in equalizing all assessments. In order that
our efforts be made easier to some exient and to
disiribute our tax load falrly and equitably, we
ask the full cooperation by the tax paying publie,

However, 1 desire to make it plain to every-
one that under the Oregon lnw, every person own-
ing property is required to submit a list of all

such property which is subject to advalorem tax- |
atlon, and failure to so do, the taxpayer Is gullty |

of a misdemeanor and subject to a fine of not more
than one thousand dollars,

Due 1o the many irregularities and tax eva-
sions, I wish to serve notice to all, that new bulld-
ings and structures of any type must be reperied
to the Assessor's office Immedintely during the
year In which It is occupied us required by law
and that failure to do so may subjeet to owner
to court actlon. L

I am glad to siale that many taxpayers are
cooperating 100% In this respect by reporting all
new canstruction promptly and In so dolng they
are not forcing their nelghbors (o pay their taxes

This warning is given in the hope of full co-
operation by evervone and in fairness to sl the
tax paying public who must bear the burden of
governmental cost,

Yours truly,
GEORGE A. 8TOCK, Amesscr,

Mt. States Pays
Stock Dividend

Stockholders of Mountain States|
Power Co, holding shares as of
Sepl, 30, 1048, drew a quu‘hrlyi
dividend of 82% cents a share, &
recent announcement of the baard
of directors said.

The dividend was pald to hold-
ers of both common and preferred
stock, and was payable Oct. 20,

In its snnouncement the com-
pany sald that operating revenues
have continued to reflect the same
“substantial Increase” that has
been experlenced during the past
Imonths. It interpreted the increass)
in revenus as due to an increase
fn business expansion and an in-

r

creased use of electricity for all
plrposes.

Costs Up Too

But, the announcement sald, the
Increased ‘earnings have been ac-
companied by {ncreased operating
costs of every kind, While reven-
ues reflected an increase of §1,-|
381,894 in the 12 months ending)
August 81, 1048 over the preceding
fwelve months, operating and
maintenance costs increased by
£723,708. Of this amount, $322,919
represents increased payments for
electric energy purchased for re-
sale, and $257,089 for increased
costs of salarles and wages. The|
remaining §143,000 reflected the|
higher costs of materials, suppllzs.i
services, renis and other miscel-

Taxes Higher

Taxes, too, Mountain States said, |
are tesponsible for higher costs
and lower earnings. It estimated|
that an Increase of 15 per cent in’
taxes will be experienced in 1848.
Mountain States Power Co, serv-
jces Springfield, Cotiage Grove|
and other Willamette Valley com-
munities.

laneous items. |

E xpl_os};ﬁ_ips
Sun Oil Plant

COLUMBUS, O.—{UR—An ex-
plosion and fire ripped through
a Sun Oil Co, storage plant on the
western outskirts of the city
Thursday, threatening storage
tanks containing 3,000,000 lmm|
of gasoline before the blaze was|
brought under control. |
Two men suffered first, second|
tand third degree burns In the
blast that shook the western limits
of the city at 4:50 a.m."A ware-
house filled with drumas of oll was
destroyed and flames licked at 12
large storage tanks. |
All available fire equipment was|
ordered to the scens bafors i.h:|
fire was officlally declared under
eontrol shortly before 7 a.m. l'itt-|
men evaouated 40 families from
nearby homes an a precautionary
measure. '

No estimate of loss was avafl-
able immaedintely,

William Love, 28, of Columbus,
a warehouseman who suffered
burns about the face, sald he and
Layton Royee, 28, of Cincinnati, &
truck driver, were loading tanks
with fuel for delivery,

“It sounded like a big clap of
thunder,” Love s2aid, "The heat
was intense and the explosion
blaw tin through the alr lke
bullets,"

Wam;im
Atomic Research

SEATTLE—(#—Diseases of the
adrenal gland will ba investigated
by the University. of Washington
through use of radlcactive sulphur
as a tracer, officials reported
Wednesday.

Elsborating on Atomlc
Energy Commission announce-
ment in Washington that the Un{-
versity would carry out such a
project, University officlals said
$13,000 is believed to have been
alloted for the work.

The research will be dirncud|

an

by Dr. Robert H. Williams, held|
of the Department of Medicine!
at the University's Medical School. |
Dr. Roberts, while at Harvard
carlier, did research with radio-
active jodine In connectlon with
thyroid gland diseases. He has &
national reputation , for research
in various glandulsr diseases.

The radicactlve sulphur is pro-
duced by atomic piles at Osk
Ridge, Tenn.
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Light Fixtures
Low Prices Always At—

| LIGHTNING’S
1151 Willametie Phons 1316

-

PLASTERING
& STUCCO WORK

EARL J. YAUGHN

36th & Hllyard Phone 4481

l

—
Florsheim

| SHOES
(| FOR MEN ana womEN

I BURCH'’S
1060 Willamette |

Your Doclor's !
Perscriptions
Economlically Filled i

Exacting Specifications :

PENNY-WISE DRUG H

36 East Broadway 760 Wegt 8t

100% pure virgin wool Cruisers, made by

Waoolen Mills. Forest green color - . . finest workman-
ship throughout. Has all the features and quality of

cruisers which sell at a higher price. An Outdo
money-saving value at

BATTLEAX WHIPCORD

WORK PANTS

Grey Sanforized whipcord work panis. An
ideal pant that takes ‘all the hard knoeks
and sill stands many washings, Stock wp
now and save money. Regular 349 for only.

totos or blucher; light or
welght. The favorlte of Lame
loggers,

HIPCORD CRy

I98‘

WEST COAST
LOGGERS

Tough, water-repellant, snag-proof wene-
ed leather. In spring or block heels lace-

99

\

AR

Seattle

or Stora

medium
County

¥
[

ALL WOOL BUFFALO |
PLAID SHIRTS |

dol @

00% wool buffalo plaid sbift
:'hllu:undl!hoeoldandmm"# ‘ :
up this opportunity. Nooe 10 |
at this low price. :

SWEATERS
*3

Men's Jac
w::l. ll:aqr:i:: lv:fm:l:e :1::‘ .3»023-
FOR YOUR SHOPPING CONVENIENCE .

;:;:.l!punn. All go at this rock bottom

witdamerre EUGENE o

VINYLITE PLAST

IC . |
RAIN JACKETS !

Regular 5.25 s llnllfﬂ'qlﬂc;: s

This is the
Jacket . . . won'l snag: “7""1@ o

fronl. Small and
3F;‘I'Jl'l'ill Outdoor Stores To¥ price ¥

only

OPEN FRIDAY EYENINGS UNT“_H
L
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