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What? Plow Up Willamette Street?
Of course, our good friend Fred Cuthbert
was “kidding” when he said he didn't agree
at all with the plans to make a “one-way
traffic grid” of downtown streets and that

he would—

4 ., .. begin by plowing up Willamette
street and plant it to trees and shrubs from
the depot to 13th because It lsn't ever golng to
be good as m traffic artery anyhow."

But this jest might not be as wild as It
seems because we have a CHANGING
TRAFFIC PATTERN in Eugene and what
Mr, Cuthbert is talking about is NOT any
abandonment of the stores and trading cen-
ters on Willamette but their conversion into
& SHOPPING CENTER fed by altered traf-

#e streams—

% . ... suppose we could develop mccess
arterles and ample parking facllitles for the
area and then had this attractive center where
people could eut from one store to the other
without crossing traffle at all, , , "

Traffic studies in many cities prove that
most shoppers move on foot and that most
shoppers travel at least 1500 feet (5 blocks)
from parking place to stores. Our first im-

pulse is to tell Fred:
“You draw up the plans and we'll charter
a plane to carry you to the South Pole
Nevertheless we like challenging ideas,
and this idea is & good one to call attention
to some facts about our changing traffic pat-
tern in Eugene. How many people are aware

of these vital facts?

Eugene and Springfield lie on a direct EAST
AND WEST LINE,

Willameite vallay and U, 8. 80 run NORTH
TO SOUTH but not through Eugene, because
of the way the river bends,

Our majar traffic flow Is BAST and WEST,
as shown clearly by the statistics on 8th and
7th, and this east-west trend is likely to In-
erease because the major population Increase is
east, west and north,

One hundred years ago, Eugene Skinner

- and his pioneer associates lald Willamette

street north and south—pointing to the river
erossing near Skinner Butte. They were not
so “short sighted" as many now suppose, In
those days the only roads up and down the
valley were along the foothills east and west,
The valley floor was avolded because it was
wet and muddy, They were connecting to
the Territorial road on the west and the east
road out through Coburg, also with the
steambosts which for many years came up
the Willamette,

Actually Eugene has a rather fortunate
street layout compared with many cities, In
some ways narrow streets in a business area
are more advantageous than very wide
streets ay in Salem, Traffic engineers gen-
erally feel that wide arterials should be on
the margins and not through the center of
business areas,

In the long-range working out of modern
traffic management it may prove to bs Wil-
lamette street’s greatest advantage that it
lles ACROSS and not in the main stream of
traffic flow (which is one of the headaches
In Springfield's Main street).

In short we cannot reject any suggestion
arbitrarily. We wish Mr, Cuthbert would
stop “kidding” and draw up a few outlines,
We will cancel the plane to the South Pole
and rely on Keith Jones and his stalwarts
to keep Cuthbert from bodily harm, It is not
golng to be cheap or easy for any city to
rebuild to modern needs, Nor can any city
afford to copy blindly what some other clty
has done, Each city will have to figure out
what is best and cheapest in its own terrain,
We may have a chance to save costs and find
some very good answers by recognizing that
our major traffic flow i EAST AND WEST.
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Salute To Our Future Farmers
“Although they sre only a trio of school-
boys In their middle teens, Merlin Haldorson,
Johnny Kammer and Marvin Ringsdorf must
know a 1ot more nbout livestock than some of
thelr elders.”

It our reporter had not chosen these
words to start the story about our Lane
county champlons we might have been
moved to say something along that line any-
how. In fact, the name Future Farmers of
Ameriea Is almost redundant, as applied to
these boys. They aren’t just “future farmers."
They are farmers already.

Of course, there is a lot more to farming
than technical “know how.” There is the re-
quirement of eapilal to buy land, stock and
equipment. Then there's that precious some-
thing ealled judgment which can't be taught
in schools or learned out of books and the
ingredients seem to be native good sense and
experience. We know a very successful busi-
ness man who sometimes says:

“¥You ean buy brains but you ean't always
buy common sense."

Nevertheless, if we were laying bets on
young men to do well in farming or any
other business we would not hestitate to
back these three because they have learned
how to do something very well indeed. It
happens to be stock judging, but we have
an idea that if vou could examine the
records you would find that they do most

o, Ore., Wed.,, Oct. 18, 1848

jobs very well and that they put Into any
tagk their BEST,

This is an extremely important habit.
Most of us go through life with pretty sloppy
working habits, We aim to “get by The
brilliant fellow often becomes a second rater,
just becsuse he trusts too much to clever-
ness. That's why old Tom Edison used t

pooh-pooh genius and say: :
"Geniua {3 nine-tenths sweat and one-tenth
Inspiration.”

To say that Lane county is proud of these
BEST IN THE WEST stock judgers Is put-
ting it mildly, We like the credit which it
reflects upon Eugene High School and its
teachers, and upon our leaders in 4-H and
FFA programs. We all like to feel that we
had some small part in a championship
achievement,.

We do not agree with people who hold
that we have too much competition in
Amerlcan education, The Importance of
“honors” can be over-emphasized, and often
is. There is nothing sadder than the muscle-
bound athlete or the over-trained intellec-
tual. But the whola point of education is lost
i it does not create determination for
achievement in some field. We produce too
many people who are content with medioc-
rity.

It is difficult to say just what it is makes
the difference between the great artist and
the “almost great,” between the artisan who
is a master of his craft and the “dud,” be-
tween the champion and the “also ran,” But
we have an idea the difference can be
traced to early training, to learning very
early in life to do something very well.

+

Inmates miém_prn:n are taught
dancing and stage presence, Nothing like be-
ing ready for the coming-out party,

®

A Gecrgla man was given 10 days for
stealing a slice of ham: The unkindest cut
of all,

e

The only reason all candifates aren't

promising young men is because some of
them aren't young.

e
A racketeer is the kind of a fellow who
does no business to speak of,

WASHINGTON LETTER

By PETER EDSON
NEA Washington Correspondent
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Miners Pensions Begin Soon;

May Be Pattern for Industry

WASHINGTON — (NEA) — Some time In Sep-
tember, $100-a-month pension checks will start go-
ing out to retired soft cosl miners who are mem-
bers of John L. Lewis's United Mine Workers who
are 82 years of age or older, and who have had 20

WASHINGTON—(/P)—An even
100 eandldates are running for the
32 governorships at stake In the
Nov, 2 elections.

At least four of the contesis are
attracting more than statewide in-
terest,

Ohlo, Indiana, Ilinols, and
Michigan all now have Republi-
can governors. Bul the Democrats
say they have a good chance in
the first three and mark Michigan
ps a “possible.’” Republicans say
they will hold all four, bul con-
ceds some are close races,
Evenly Divided

Republicans and Democrals now
divide the nation's governorships
24 and 24. In all, 33 stales are
chooting governors this year, but
Maine already has held It state
election. Frederick G. Payne, a
Republican, won on Sept, 13.

The 33 offices to be fllled are
now held by 18 Republicans and
14 Democrats. Five Republican
and ten Democratic governors
over thls year,

Presidential Majorltles

The size of the presidentlal
majoritles In the various states
may determine most gubernatorial
winners., But this l& not neces-
sarilly so in states where local
Issues and personalities predom-
innte,

Only in Georgls have the Re-|
publicans refrained from putting|
up a cendidate, There, Herman|
Talmodge, Democrat “white su-|
premacy” advocate, Is all alone on
the governor ballet,

Six Democrats and 13 Republl-
cans are candidates for reclection.
Close Contest

In Ohlo, former Democrafic'
Goy, Frank L, Lausche Is report-|
edly running a close race pgainst
Republican Gov. Thomas J, Her-
bert, who is secking = second |
two-year term.

Next door In Indiana an even
eloser contest [s sald to be under
way. Henry F. Schricker, Demo-
cratic governor in 1840-44, Is
challenging Hobart Creighton of
Warsaw, big poullry prod

Nov. Sees 32 Governorships At
Stake Throughout Unifed Stafes

Deal and is known among
g::;ucrlls as a “liberal," slthough
the Progressive P:n'}.v is nppn.-:-ld
to him. At one time he was an Ri=
ternate delegate to the United Na-
tions General Assembly.
in Michigan the Democrals have
put up G, Mennen Williams, 37
vear old war veteran and grand=
%on of the founder of s fortune
in soaps and toiletries, He has the
support of the CIO and porl of
the AFL. His lnrgest sirength lies
in Detroit.
Williams—Sigler
Willlams will
Gov. Kim Sigler,

be up agalnst
Republican, a

Next in Importunce from a nas=
tlonal standpoint will be the Con-
necticut and Washinglon races, In
Connecticut, former OPA  Chief
Chester Bowles is seeking to un-
geat Republican Gov. James C,
Shannon:. Former Gov. Arthur B.
Langlie (R) is opposing Demo-
eratle Gov. Mon C. Wallgren In
Washington, Wallgren s a close
friend of President Truman.

—
782 BOOKS READ
SPRINGFIELD — The monthly
Publle Library report approvec
by the clfy council Monday night
showed that 16 new cards were
issued during Seplember. A totnl
of 782 books were redd and $15,00
was collected in fines and rentals
during the month.
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who flles his own plane on his|
Republican campalgn tours,|
Schricker was elected governor in |
1940 even though the state went
for Republican Wendell Willkie,
Nlinols Race [
Illinols is providing another at-
traction with Gov, Dwight H.|
Green, GOP national convention
keynoter, seeking a third term|
against Adlal E, Stevenson, Chi-
cago lawyer and diplomat,
Stevenson  served In several
federal departments under the
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with sxtarnally cousnd rashes?

TRY CUTIOURAL For more
than & years, Coticurs
has been highly succees

years of service in the coal mines. Some retired
miners who are 64 or over may be eligible to re-
celve additionsl payments of up to 32300 aplece.|
for the penslon payments are (o be made retro-
active to May 28, 1048,

Whatever the amount of the initial pension,
these payments will mark the start of the d
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phase of a major Industrial welfare plan. The
miners are now recelving certaln emergency dis-
tress benefits. Survivors of miners who dle recelve
$1000 denth benefits, Still to be put in operation
ia a plan for complete medical and hospital care,
It s hoped ta set this up before the end of the year,

All this welfare {5 to be pald for out of a trust
fund ralsed by royalties of 20 cents a ton pald by
the coal operator—and eventually by the consumer
—on every ton of conl mined, On the basis of
500,000,000 tons annual production, this would be
£100,000,00 a year,

Miners' Plan Is Belng Walched Closely

The miners' welfare plan Is being closely
watched in other industries, sz a possible pattern
for expanding soclal securlty coverage through
private business Instead of through the govern-
ment. Only four unlons have now gelned similar
employer-pald welfare plans — the Musiclans,
Clothing workers, Garment workers and the United
Auto workers emploved by Kalser-Frazer,

Appllcation forms and regulations for UMW
pensions were sent out to local unions last week,
50 1t Is now possible to give some Idea of how this
phase of the great experiment will work, Only
UMW members are eligible to receive payments.
Won=unfon men won't benefit. For the present, only
bituminous miners are covered, ns the anthracite
Indusiry pension plan has not been completed,

In computing what constitutes 20 years of serv-
lce to quallfy a miner for his pension, there s
considerable leeway, The average miner works only
200 days a year because of mine shut-downs, sea-
sonal layoffs, Injurles and similar unemployment
factors,

New regulations covering operation of the pen-
sion fund therefore provide that a vear's service
may be computed In any one of four ways: 1—At
least two quariers (slx months) employment by a
conl operator In any ealendar year, with earnings
of at lesst £30 in ench quarter, 2—Two quarters
employment by the UMW, which recrults many of
Its organizers and other help from local unions.
3—Two quarters in the armed services. 4—Two
quarters In which the miner was listed as an em-
ploye of a coal operator, but during which the
employe was unable to work because of injury,

In short, a miner may have worked as litile as
six months n enach year for 20 years, and siill
quallfy for a pension.

Rellred Men Moy Get Other Income

Retlred miners rvecelving penslons may take
employmenl in industties other than coal mining
without forfeiting pensions. A retired miner may
g0 back to work In the coal Industry temporarily,
but if he does he will lose his pension for every
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by Warren Goodrich
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“/Net the telephone book,
Joe—you need that to look
up the correct numbers!’

Remember, you'll get the right
number right away if you al-
ways look 1t up in your latest
directory.The Pacific Telephone
and Telegraph Company.
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| month In which he does any work.,

Retired miners aged 65 or over will of eourse
be eligible to receive Social Security old age in-|

surance from the government, in addition to thely
UMW pensions, Sogial Securily insurance now pays
from &30 a month up to S50 A month for a retired
worler whose wife Is living. So a married miner
of over 65 may get up to $150 a month,

How: many miners will apply for penslons Is
unknown. Miners are now pald from $75 {o $80 a
week. It is expecled thol many older miners will
prefer to work for this higher income than to re-
tire on whal amounis to one-third full pay,

Innuguration of the Lewis pension plan marks
the end of a three-venr fight. Lewls first proposed
the welfare fund in 1045, and it was written inio

paymentis began at the rate of five cents a ton.

The 1046 fund amounted fo $26,000,000, It has
all been spent on disasier and distress cases, For

pald in 850,000,000,

The 1047 fund was tied up by an Injunction
sull filed by the mine operators. Bul approval of
the fund trustees’ plan by Justice T. Alan Golds-

borough enables its being put In effect now.

a contract signed with the government. Royalty '.

1947 the royalty was ralsed to 10 cents a ton nnr]I
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'Front Line’

"“They want 1o
out flighting 1t

DETROIT — (# — Murray D,
Van Wagoner, military governor
of Bavarin, declared Wednesday
that Americans "on the front line"
In Germany have given Commu-
nism *“the grestest lcking of its
life.”
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Knights of COlumBUS ANDIVEISATY | [———
banquet here, the former govers| ~
nor of Michigan sald Russia's fall- Pll{A
ure to blocknde Berlin has heeni
the western democracies’ “great=|
est {riumph” i
"They (the Russians thought|
the blockade would be the end ot|
us,” Van Waggoner sald. “But the|
American and British answer was |
the alrlift. That has been s great
prestige bullder for us, Russian
propaganda has backfired."
Declaring that war is not immi-
nent, Van Wagoner sald:
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