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Cautious-t- or Good Reason
By DEWITT MACKENZIE
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VOLsion was strikingly dramatized in

a session of the British House
of Commons when Ernest Bevin 111 11VI1 I llLl---"'England's barrelchesleH . III)fisted foreign secretary took the
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floor to tell of the new Allied ef-

forts to pave the way for peace.
Bevin spoke to a hushed house.

Contrary to his usual
delivery of speech, he

maneuvered cautiously for words.
He was faced with the fact that
U.S. Ambassador Bedell Smith
had just arrived in Moscow with
the plans of the western powers
for a verbal approach to Soviet
Foreign Minister Mololov instead
of the usual austere and inflexible
written note. Bevin must be care-
ful not to say anything which
would jeopardize the Allied move.
And he mustn't commit his gov- -'

ernmcnt too far or disclose too
much. He was even cautious in his
keynote:

"I have not given up hope."
Bevin made one startling reve-

lation in stating that Britain is
considering a halt in the demobi-
lization of its armed forces be-

cause of the tension between Rus-
sia and the West. He was, ! take
it, killing two birds with one
stone: He was letting the public
in on a momentous secet, and he
was tipping the Muscovites that
John Bull really means business.

Lest there be any doubt about
British solidarity in this crisis,
at the conclusion of the foreign
secretary's statement Wartime
Prime Minister Winston Churchill
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British, Fench and American
ambassadors in Moscow are ex-

pected to meet with Molotov in
the immediate future. From in-

spired speculation we may as-

sume that the ambassadors first
will make it clear to the Soviet
foreign minister that the democ-
racies take the following stand:

They will not get out of Berlin,
period. They will not be

by Russia into nego-
tiating over the problems of Ber
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lin or over any other- broader
questions, period. Before there
can be any negotiations the Soviet
must lift its food blockade of
Berlin, exclamation point. Mean
time the Western Allies are going
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straight ahead with their plans
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