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the Bugene post o
Army, reports free
g Wwere gIvEn li:
560 drifters in the firs
;hninhll of 1948; the 1947 lig-
s 894 for the like period,
“har the Lape  County
.mr n;‘ (he American Red
reports swelling relief rolls
'esp ao-called “knights of the

agon State Employ-
g;-hv:c?r Eomas word“lhn_il:
| hours are gpent sayIng !\lo
the counter to transient
terd [ many cases looking for
time work, A drink, and a

move. ;
¢ of man Is readily
'l‘hll ‘gl‘: Nohody  wanis
LV says Guy Lang, manager
ugene office,
: .f"';e: them, Two & day
s county jail” reports Sher-
Syarts, Cost ufn lhel per
service to these tran-
mﬁu at §2 and is paid by
lane County taxpeyer,
{en per cent Increase in pet-
ielt " reports Eugene Chief of
Keith Jones,  While this
ot be pinned down to the
hiop derelicts, the rise In both
s might Indicate some con=
i, according to the chief,
e plck up eriminals in their
e slmost every time we hit
o/l admits & state police offi-

Wiere do these men stay In

me?

b you remember that swim-
b tols near the railroad
, where kids like to go, chat,
i et a little wet? Thet's where
i find these men, They llke to
near water,

b you imow that patch of trees
filnner's Butte where Eugens
npiers go to play eowboy and
fim! Those flres you see at
it up there are the cooking
of the gentlemen of the

? youl reenll 4o old quarry eut

100 OLD T0 WORK, tao old
b tho frelght, this franstent
Ty the raflrosd tracks, hound
Ibe ooast Tooking for “work

andering Men
requent Eugene

cant of the rall yards; a good place
for raft building by ocean-minded
teensters? That's where the tloat-
ers eat and aleep between trains.

What has put these men on
the road?

“T was restless after the war,
couldn't find a good job, the wife
nagged, and this s easy,” was a
thumbnail sketch glven by a
bearded 32-year-old sprawled on
the side of Skinner's Butte watch-
ing a rusty tin of bolling coffee
water,

‘For My Health’

“I am traveling for my health,
I eall myself Jake. That's my
was the response of a
graybeard who was found chat-
ting with three young Eugene
swimMers where the mill race
breaks through Into the Willam-
ette.

“Oh, T don’t know, What do
you want?"’ husklly whispered one
“boy," who was cleanly dressed
and added things were "too com-
fy" to worry.

"Work," was all a tight lipped
Ind with a erooked grin would say.

“On your way,” came with n
backward glance from a hulk
leaning over n fading fire. No wel-
come hers. “What do you want?"

“Just looking for someone.”

No more grins, no more rest
then. The same, slightly wary,
careful, resentfull expression
shows on all faces.

That's all, That's on Skinner's
Butte; overlooking Eugene from

smtthing."

15% OFF on “‘liS_

Coleman Floor Furnace

I You Act Before July 31

Avtomatic Furnace

Our summey sale say

old.

Models for 0il,

Gt rid of thillv; old-fypé .Imﬂers e
Asmall payment puts this amazing

es you real money! Replace your
free home heater with this amazing automatic
+ No_ expensive ducts. No dit. No ashes.
system for all sizes of I-story homes. Easy terms.

ow the cross.

Y"USED TO JUNGLE across the river, butl the high water drove
us out” sald this traveller, standing on s mlilirace wall. Headed
for Oakridge next, he plans on a litle work In logging up there,

‘They're all careful. They see &
lot, Two trains left today and
maybe fifleen riders, A mixed
crew," said Southern Facific

Special Agent Vince Masson, vet-
teran handler of the wandering

herd which rides into town on

SP boxcars and sometimes breaks

into SP freight.
Jungles Cleared
At the west end of the rall

yards; near the River Road cross-
ing the county has cleared off
maost of the jungle the "bo's" had
there, Five shacks, made of good
lumber, were burned off last week,

3aid Masson.

it e

by Wiltshire's.)

stood before a liltle plle of paper;|
the beginnings of & fire.

“Is this alright, Captain?” he
ashked.

He stood with his heels close to-|

His eyes were watery and weary,
His cheeks quivered with the ef-
fort of being firm.

He didn't feel strong., He felt
old. 1

“How old are you?"

“T've been going & long time,
Cap'n. T was a logger once, but
when you gel my age, you can't
log any more”

“Have a cignrette?"

A puff. His grin begins to show
but fades again,

“Have a pack?”
The grin is there. This is what
he knew would happen. Not so
bleary now are old eyes. Not so
erect is the old bedy. Not so path-
etle, Clever.

Shows Pack

He showed his pack, In it was
& pair of dirty socks, two cans of
potted meat, a box of crackers,
some tobacco hand roll, towel, a
new pen knife, a detective maga-
zine, an old blanket, and a sweat-
er, ,'That's all light equipment,
Makes no worries."

Y“Free rallrodd fare; free hotel
cost; a little free food here and
there; the ceiling may Teak n 1=
He, but the floor Is solld and the
walls don't cramp."

That was the song of most of
the “knights."

The exceptions are few and far
between, according to Masson. The
song writer, out for atmosphere;
the poet;, seeking inspiration, and

hard to find.
boasts', Masson declares.
sure his

ord,"”
Discontented Veteran

In a fringe of trees a fading

man, with a weakening body,

us when the war ended.”

gether; an effort toward respect.|sajd a mill race camper, I can

the do-gooder chserving life are
“You can lell # man by his
A black toothed teen ager was

“30,000 free rallroads
miles in a year was a new rec-

Fifteen jobs in three years re-
ported an ex-GI, who falt the
government “didn't take care of

His wife Is waiting back in Jer-

RN

RELAXED BY THE FIRE, this jungle guest sald he was on his way to a Job, N
mulligan merrlly bubbled, Hobos on thelr way through Eugene reporied the area was a “sofi touch”
for handouts, The poor glve the most, they reported, (All photos by staff photographer, engravings

sey, bul il doesn't appear he will
ever gel setfled, "I was a ser-
geant,” hg sald, “Just any job
won'l do. Se T'm still looking.

“Free beer, Boys, I never miss,"

lspot a beer car a mile off. And
it's all free."

“Ever been caught."

"Onee. I got ten years"

Such jail records are common
among hobos, according to local
police, They are
whenever they are picked up,
and "It is seldom we don't gel a
page long record of vag arvesis
‘and others on these prints,” said
one officer,

Caught Murderer
"We caught a murderer that
way," muses Sheriff Tom Swarts.
And a "vag, who was picked
| up for setting fire to a railroad tie
in Lane County and put in jail for
ten days, is now serving a sen-
tence for murder, in Des Moines,
Not unusual, according to
Masson, Is the plek up of known
criminals along the railroad
lanes, "They have heard,” he
sald, “that you can't find a man
in the jungle"

Action under Eugene's new vag-
rancy law, he sald is rapidly earn-
Ing Eugene a reputation that
prompted one "be" to tell Masson,
“The word is oul — Eugene Is
tough."

And so is the Southern Pacitic.
Tiring of the pointing finger of
hostile local citizens who call the

fingerprinted, |
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over the floor and cigareite
butts covering the vacant spols,
Beer hottles are stacked In one
corner and another ocorner Is
used as a latrine,

It Is outside the city, so the
Fire Marshall can't do much about
It," sald Masson, Possibility that
the Cowity Health Officer might
condemn the shack is one answer,
he guessed,

A fire there might become a
widespread tragedy in his opinion,
and “wheresmr you have & large
tramp population you will find
this problem of unused shed fire
hazzards with threats of heavy ul-
timate cost to the community."

Police Investigating
Wounding of Man

Thomas D, Leffler, 260 Sixth}
Ave. W,, was treated at a local
hespital for minor gunshot woundd
recelved from an unknown source
late last week,

Leffler told eity police that he
was under the influence of liquor
at the time, and doesn’t know hove
the wound occured. He sald that
he remembered getting into an ar-
gument with another man in a
restaurant between Eugene and
Junetion City, but could not re-
member how gun-play was in-
volved.
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earby a pot of

son and his crew have launched
a strong postwar campalgn against
the travelers.
Ed Wilkins, former army MP,|
and John Huber, one time Swiss|
policeman, carry the ball for Mas-
son in most of the yard inspeec-
tions.
Burning over the jungle lands,
constantly pulling bos from box

vars, patrolling all woodlands,
these SP men are earning their
yards a hard reputation too. |

"But neither the city police or|
our department can cover all]
areas,” Masson sald, "The cost of
hunting them down and process-
ing them is high.”

Cost to County

And even in death they cost the
taxpayer money, mused County
Coroner Phil Bartholomew.

Dead vagrants, found in the,
jungles and roads, and along the!
tracks, have autopsies, paid for
by the county; services, paid for
by the courity; coffins, paid for by
the county, caskets, paid for by
the county; and a plot of ground,
paid for by the county unless some
relative can be found, which s
usunlly nol the case, |

“Costs run up even higher when |
you consider the fires, we suspect|
are of hobo origin," says Chie[|
Jones, They sleep under ware=
houge platforms and are careless
with cigarettes and mafches,

Massons prime example of the
fire danger lles In o shack along

We once tock "in trade” a Kimball Plane that had been
used sixly years. Iis tone emd action were still good, far
superior to the new, lower priced instruments at that time,

the 8P spur near Garfield and
Third sireets; an old supply

5P a wartime hobo paradise, Mas-

building with papers scattered

i
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EYES EXAMINED .

Dr. George Skeie

OPTOMETRIST

Offlces at Bkele's Jewelry Btore
Fhone 2085 for Appolniment

.+ « GLASSES FITTED

“IT PAYS TO BUY A KIMBALL"

Sea them here. New shipment just errived.

Established
1932

Music House
99 E, 10th

If it comes from Skele’s it must be good .

’ Fits under floor out of
sight ... No basement
needed|

Circulates heat in
entire house . . . gives

you WARM FLOORS

in your home:

Gas or LP-Gaos

nd §

. KING EDWARD
P

GORHAM

A woman's home is her castle, for sure, when she sets her table with her ster-
ling silver, And young homemakers by the thousand have discovered that the rich,
lifetime beauty of sterling and the pleasure in owning it aren't expensive at all. Itisa

rare and wonderful possession that won't wear out, in fact it becomes even more beau-
tiful with time and use. And . . . you can budget your sterling purchases at SKEIE'S,
paying only $2.50 per month for a full 6-piece place setting!

This handy way of buying your sterling means that you, too, may enjoy fine
sterling every day without taxing the family bank account any more than 8c a day!
Too, you may add place settings at your convenience, for another $2.50 per month

No time limit, no club to join . . . start whenevet you like, make additions whenever
you choose. And at SKEIE'S you may select from 45 different silver patterns. .. your
choice and the pieces you own are registered so that friends and relatives may add
to vour service. Oui' experts will help vou seleci the style most suitable for you. (6-

piece place setting shown, $23.50, Federal lax included).

6-Piece Place Setting Shown— Only 239 Per Month
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