Bl Begins Investigating
Third Report In Month

L. ‘"PORTLAND, Jan. 1.—(UP)—The Partland office of the!
| '\;l"Bl anhounced today it is investigating a large Japanese
balloon has been found about 10 miles west of Estacada in

heavily wooded area.
FBI agents, who sald final iden- |
r r
No Quarter
Battle Rages

leation of the balloon as of
apunese origin would have to|
me from urmy men, reporied
t the curlous sphere was found
afternoon by cilizens tramp-
through the lonely area.
ding Heported
Those who found the balloon

popted the diccovery to state
Jpolice, who wasted no time in " u apes
.w\;?‘ing the FBI.
; ‘]#’e area in which the ballbnn| MOSCOW. Jan, 1—(UM—Rus-

s reported discovered is TUE- | sian shock troops fought through
g utid wooded country rising | the last smoking, rubbled streels
1o 38 miles southeast of Port- | of the weslern half of Budapest
nud. A Dbit to the north and east | today in a "no quarter” battle,
|t the area is the Bull Run head- | determined to siay the encircled
works, vital link in Portland's | snemy garrison to the lagt man
water supply, 1o avenge the murder uf two red
fMalloon Puzling army surrender emissaries.
Disgovery of the bulloon s Significantly, the soviet high
fmode all the more puzzling by | command no longer maontioned in
RBiwo other and recent reports. A |its communiques the taking of

panese  balloon, presumably | any prisoners inside Budapest,
milar to that reported found to- | though an additional 300 blocks
M-y, was discovered seversl | were cleared vesterday in Buda,

WA ooks ago near Kaolispell, Mont.,
jusl a fow days ago, another bal-
loon was discovered near Ta-
ieomna, Wash, but it was never|
confirmed whether it was of Jap-
anese origin, The balloon found
al Kulispell was reported made
of processed paper.

Na speculation has come from
army or other sources a3 to what
purpese any such balloons might
ba rent to the Pacific northwest,
as {o where or how they were

bringing two thirds or more of

(=

Danube under soviet control.

the latest communique #aid,
Couriers Killed

killing of the two red army of-
ficers whn carried surrender
terms to the Germans under a
{flmg of truce Saturday would be
|hanged as war criminals f ta-

o ol o
L] L]
illion Dollar =i

|  (The official DNB news agency
claimed in a Berlin broadcast
| that the soviet report regarding
the slaying of the emissaries was
“an obvious propaganda lie from
beginning to end.")

The red army's “no quarier”
policy in Budapest was expected
| to spread quickly to other fronts
| including Poland, where the bul
of the soviel armed forees ap-
| peared ready e launch the big-

y EALEM, Jan. 1 — R —Fire
hich early yesterday destroyed
$he Blue Lake Producer's can-
Wing plant In West Salem caused
@amage estimated at as much as
4 'rl (250,000, and destroved huge
Mlores of canned vegetables des-
$inc:d for the army.
) fire, which apparently
{arted in tha boller room or of-
Wice, was (heught poasibly of in=
ondiary origin. Firemen who re-
@ ponded from both West Salem
pnd Salem, across the river, suc-
eeded in saving the mejor por-
lons of a dehydrating plant run
Mn connection with the cannery,
d & new warshouse, 1
The blaze was perhaps the most |
ibpectacilar in this area since the
fold state capitol bullding burned

| many.

Thera was every
Advance Expeoled
that the troops in Poland will be
rent forward under orders (o
show the enemy no mercy,
always has been & problem

| tighting, but now the last barriers
may be down.

Front dispatches Indiciled the
tighting in Budapest would take
on & complexion that would make

Romain Rolland, Nobel

The plant had been operating PI'IIE Wmner, DIES
at full ‘capacity this year, and a| pARIS, Jan. 1.—(#—The noted
rge portion of the pack was de=- | writer, Romain Rolland, died at
teeyed, Damage was limiled 1o his villa, Vezelay, nesr Clameey,
the plant and nearby bulldings | shortly before midnight Dec. 30, it

kound of an artillery barrage,
spectatlors reported.
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that purt of the city west of the |

More than 2,700 German and |
Hungarian troops were killed inJ
the capital in the past 24 hours, |

BALLOON FOUND IN OREGON—Army, navy and

There was no doubt that the | yapanese orlgin, found recenily in Montans. The Poriland office of the FBI disclosed Monday that a
German generals and thelr stzIf|milar balioon was discovered Sunday approximately ten miles west of Estacada, Oregon.—NEA Tele- | 3 tool of the cnemy.” .
| officers held responsible for the | photo.)

b,

—— -

FBI agenis are shown here 'examining a balloon, of

Japanese Lost
10,000 Planes
DuringPastYea

By ASS0OCIATED PRESS
American airmen celebrated the

' inew wear over Tokyo. Others hit|
K the southern and northern ap-

Income Tax
Increase Set
For New Year

WASHINGTON, Jan, 1.—Um—
| Happy New Year and things like
that, but don't forget that the first
| month of the new year will be an |
| important one as far as income |
| taxes are concerned. |
Your {irst pay check of 18945 |
| will show the effect of the new tax |

CrewsClearing

Debris After 50
Killed In Wreck

OGDEN, Utah, Jan, 1.—MUB._
Sereaming winch cables and the
pounding of sir hammera were
substituted this morning for the

proaches to Japan in the closing | withholding rates which become | screams of injured and dying

| planes nnd more than 2,000 ships | you-go basis and close any year-

| major industrial cities of Japan's |

1935, Flames flew high into the | any previous battles pale by
@ir and the sound of exploding | Somparison, r
Svegetable-filled cans was like the —

| erucial
| was

tkilled
| took 15 prisoners. A tolal of 117,-

J

1t | principal island, unconficmed

Besthoven, ——

Paclfie from Nippon.
Between incendiaries falling on

axis
broudensts boaslea that the Mi-

Confused enemy reporis listed
mora  iransports and three
crulsers as vietims of Japanese
bombs and zald only 14 U, S, ships
—all damaged—were seen at Mine
doro,
Nip Planes Downed

Gen. Douglas MacAurthur an-
nounced that 32 more Nipponese
planes raided Mindoro air bases
150 miles south of Manila, Four-
teen were shot down by U, 8,
fighters snd antisirerait,

On Leyte island, where the first
battle of the Philippines
fought, Yank infantrymen

1,181 mare Japanese and

007 Japanese have been reported
killed in the fight for Leyte, where
elements of six Japanese divisions
were eliminated.

Allied aireraft taking off form
Levte, Mindoro and other former
Japanese strongholds in the west-
ern Pacific, lashed at enemy alr-

SEE JAPANESE STORT
PAGE 2

vers not harmed, excepl for sbme | was announced today,
whose paint was blistered by the Winner of the Nobel prize in
inlevise hent. l]ltorn!ul‘c In 1915, Rolland was 78
- * —= yeara old.
= Although his “Jean Christopha"
workman K"‘ed was one of his most famous works,
hig 'Triumph of Reason” and other
| writings on the French revolution,
|n lumber A((lden' His lglslr.-riuz, criticizms and blog-
raphies dealing with
James J. Jordan, 39, was killed | Michalangelo, Tolstoy and other
in an accident Saturday after= subjects were world kneywn.
noon whila at work for the Tim- |
ser Structutes, Ine., just west of
he eity limits, when a bundle of
tlm lumber fell from a crane, |
crushing the man., He was pro-
wounced dead upon arrival at a
1napital.
The widaw,
Vittle children survive, the fam- Bene has' received a letter from
neluding thren sons, Pierve, | # Filipino woman on Leyte, whose

]

urviving are his step-father | With the Seabees, From Abugog

od mothery Mr. and Mrs, Tee 0ft Leyle. under date of Nov, 20
P Lodysmith, Wis., one Mrs. Adelaida T. Matol writes as
5 and four brothers In the | follows:
a ¥ Dear Mre Stearmer—
vas born Feb. 12, 1905, 1 know you Wwill be surpriced
i v He hiad lived In ta veceive this letter, for 1 am
ane county the pesi three yenrs. | vet unknown to you
1. | N £ on ""”f‘""'"' You know, Mrs Stearmer, we
_Fu Wi be ““"J'_"_"I Filipinos hove owed much to
P ny. Branstetler-Si-|ypo'voy Americans. The Ameti-
0N 1 ¥, Burial will be in 000" have not onty  saved the
he Laurel Hill cametary, '

Filipinos vom the cruclty of the
Japs, but also fed and clothed us.
Mrs, Stearmor, the Japs trent-

Weather

od us like dogs. They tools :

U. 5. Weather Bureau Forecasi: | from us anything they d.
Oregon—( vith :now flur=| They took them away at the point
ries extr t portion, clesr-|of their bayonels, Our clothes,
ng tor colder tonight; Tues- | furniture, utensils and food were
day, perthe eldudy tnken away by fored. And some-

Local Staustics; Minunwum tent= | limes, they went 1o the extreme
perature Monday morbing, 41 de«|of burning our houses.
et i ' ture,| ‘We Filipinee were forcen 1o
Sunday, 48 nreeipitation | work for the Jops

t i ending  at five days a week. 1T vou fabled,
e 04 of an inch; ! your head would be cul off
lage of Wil ver in Fuy- Suffer Fram Famine
getie st Monday, -148 There was great famine in the
feet Philippiney; bocause our men

Sunthe and Sunset (PWTi: have no time to work for thelr
Tuesday, 5,40 5 m. and 545 p.m.: | own  family, but worked and
Wednesdey, 849  am.  and worked for the Japs Government.
n48 p.m Many Filipincs died of stary
SUSLAW TIDES (PWYI— tion. especially intocent
Tuesday neY - W .

High fam, ¥¥pm Oh! how ecruel the Japs
Law: .. 1t e, 18033 e m. murdered inotent children'
Sedneaday & 1 - s 1 =t \

Mign: o __ _t0eam, Lamp m /N those days were tough an

BN e 100 B omy, 1113 pom. Miserable.

Mahel, and eight, Mre. Roy W, Stearmer of Eu-!

stran, and Jimmy, and five husband is n friend and atlendant |
ughters, Lonora, Juanita, |!o the Americsan woman's hus-
be, Wanda, snd Charlotte, | Pand, serving in the Philippines

Filipino Woman Writes To Tell
Eugenean Of Yanks’ Arrival

Night and day we wers ex-
pecting a help from Uniled Stales
for General MaecArthur, before
he left the Philippines, promised
to return. His word:s, "I shall
return,” always ring in our ears.
But, Mrs. Stearmer, when there
rain, thers will be zunshine,
When the Filipinos could hardly
endure  the bitter pangs of 1ife,
the Ameritan planes came, There
was heavy bombing in the plares
where the Japs were. 1 can not
tell vou the event during that
day. because 1 was in the fox-
hole for the whole day. ‘Then
after three days, the USN, land-
ed, And one of thote in the
USN. was Mr. Stearmer,
kind and brave husband.
Amerlcans Welcomed

iz

Our joy was beyond descrips
fion when the Americans landed.
Several Filipinos went (o the

thips 1o welcome the Americans.

The Americans In rceturn gave
them clothes, canned good: and
they like to give
= to God! We ure
from e, crueily of the
i {rom want of foxd and
Sieurme mv husbapd
Robert Matdl, and M
e ol friend Rebent
care of Mr, Stearniet 1
) Vi about A
lipinos are
to you
owed ;
I estend myr best e
1o vour relatives and
espeoiall you and

Respectfully. vou
Adelmda T. Matol.

your |

likelihood | which once fanned out over the end gaps, the new schedules will|

' mean more monoy deducted from |
| many checks and less from others. |
The ireasury doesn't expect any |
| great change in its tax receipis as |
| result of.the new system, but it

| dividuals, What the new schedules |
will try {o do Is to make the

approximats more clossly the
amount actually due the govern- |
| ment, thereby lessening the need
| for year-end paymenis by indl-
viduals—and refunds by Lhe gov-
ernment,

The new schedules will mean
higher taxex for married couples
| without children. Husband and
{ wife each will now be entitled 1o |
& 3500 exemption whereas the old
law allowed a couple an exemp- |
ton of $1,200.
| For couplas with children, there
{will be a saving because the new
| sehedules grant a $500 exemption |
| for each child as compared to $350
| previously.

Here are some other Important
|lax deadlines:
| Jan. 15—For filing of amended
estimates on 1044 income taxes.

Jan. 31—For employers to give
workers receipits of the amount
| withheld trom their checks during

March 15—For #inal 1944 income |
tax returns, pald in full, Alss due
on this date are first estimates for
[1945 taxes and final payments on |
(unforgiven 1942 or 1043 taxes. The |
|amount of “unforgiven” Indebted- |
| ness, it any, will be shown by bill |
| to be mailed about Feb, 15,
| ——
'Lublin Poles Expect
Early Recognition

LONDON, Jan. 1 — (1 — Early

Russian recognition {5 expected

for a Polish provisional govern-
ment proclaimed last night by the

raviet-sponsored Polith Commit-
fee of National Liberation at
Lublin,

(In Washington, Secretary of
State Edward R. Stettinius said
the United Stztes will continue to
recognize the exile government in
Poland).

Formalion of the government,
headed by Edward Osubka-Mo-
rawskl as prime minister and for=
cign speretary, was a step widely
expected after ropeated failupes
to bring the Polish government in
London and Russia together, The
move was announced by the Na-
tional Council of Poland on (he
Lublin radio,

Almost immediately the action
was challenged by the London
Polish government. which eharged
that the Polith natien will never
Hrecoptize any authority of totall=
iarian form imposed on Foligh na-
tional territory, and will not cease
lo stand for the genuine indepen=
detice of Poliingd.™

Windiale
ecretary=-goney

1olka
1 of the cor

it Poligh workers' party
named first dopty prime min-
wter, and Slanilaw Januss, vice-
chairmiin of  the Polish pea=ppt
party, second deputy.
—_———

PLANES HIT BELGIUM

LONDON, Jan, 1 T About
 German planes attacked Brus-
sols this morming, reports from

the Belgian capital said today.

| the

| cutting torches

fays of 1044—a year that saw the | effective today. Designed o bring | passengers as crews sought to
gest offenzive yet loward Ger- | destruction of some 10,000 enemy |withholding clofer to a pay-as-

clear Southern Pacific railroad
tracks near Ogden of the sham=-
bles which marked the scene of
the nation's worst rail tragedy
of 1944,

Unofficial and stil]l incamplete
easualty rolls listed at least &0

: 19 | ado's bombers have sunk or dam- | will mean a change for many in- | dead and "more than 80 injured"
the Russian cornmalnd to geb 5 oed 23 American (ransports and
men, enflamed by German atrocl- | warships in a convoy of 50 ships
ties in thelr homeland, to take |before it reached iindore lsiand |amount withheld during the year | o¢ the Southern Paciflc befors
| nazi troops alive in close-quarter |in the western Philippines.

after the mall and express sec-
tlon of the crack Pacific Limited

dawn Sunday hurtled out of the
darkness and plowed Into the
rear of the passenger section 22

miles west of Ogden, Eleven caui

of the two ftrains were tele-
scoped, three of them tossed from
the 10-foot high road-bed fill Into
marshy, sall-crusted Jand-
scape less than two miles from

| the east shore of Great Salt Lake

near the
| trestle.

Working through the night,
wrecker crews ushered In the

New Year In the fitful glare of |
lights pre- |

and
vided by n portable generator,
Track Torm Up

More than half a mile of track-

was form up by the powerful

| steam locomoilve of the fast mail

and express train as it ground
deep into the rear car—a Pull-
man sleeper—of the pastenger
rection.

Among the dead was James
McDonald, 04, grey-haired vet-
eran of 37 years as a locomolive
fireman and engineer for the
Southern Paclfle, who rode hlis
engine to a stop and dled at the
throttle.

Rallrond and county officlals
rald an inquest will be ecalled to
determine cause of the enginesr's
death. There waz evidence that
he had taken curn?‘znnce of sig-
nals waming of hls approach to
the first mection of the train as
he entered a “red block™ =ignal
end his locomotive sst off warn-
ing torpedoes.

Rallrond officials were a! a
loss to explain the crash as the
line ir double fracked and
straight for several miles at that
point. They sald block signals
were “operating perlectiy.”
Bodles Taken To Ogden

Boxdies of 48 of the victims wete
returned to Ogden. Two others

were taken west 1o Elko. Nev.
along with at least 45 injured
passengers, most of whom were

given emergency treatment in lwo
army Hospifal cars undamaged in
the rear-end crash.

Muany military and civilian dead
lay unidentified in Ogden moriu-
arles, Names of other military
dead were withheld pending noti-
lication of next of kin.

Greatest ecarnige oscurved
the last car of the prseenge
tion. A ‘combination =izel
wood daycoach three cars
the end was turned into

In
o
anvd
from

Wee of (wisted stieel,
svoud and tom bodies,

It was in the daycoach fhut
the cruelest tragedy occurred. The
lives of a tamily of four, aud two
nelaws—returning 1o ihelr Nove

ada homes alter a gala Chtistma
vacation in Ogden—wers snufied
oiit.  Theve dead were reoorled
as Mr, and M:s, LeRoy Potler of

SEE CREWS CLEARING STORY
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Germans Launc

War Will Last In
Voice Said

: Streets Here
Auhentic (70 Greet 1945

LONDON, Jan, 1—Adolt Hitler | By MARIAN LOWRY

warned his people today that the
defeatists within their midst would
be destroyed and declared that
*the end of the war will nol come
before 1946 unless by a German

victory, because Germiny will
never capltulate.” ’
In a speech that sounded |

apathetic Hitler described the war
@5 “'a merciless struggle for exist
ence,” and sald, “we are going to
destroy everybody who does not
lake part in the common effart for |
the country or who makes himself

| His radio address broke a silence
of more than five months but did
not completely erase the mystery
that has surrounded him since the
night of July 20 when he hurried
to the microphone and told of a
bombing attempt on his life.
Voice Authentie

Most veteran London monitors
agreed that the speech was in Hit-
ler's voice. However, Louls P,
Lochner, chief of the former As- |
sociated Press bureau in Berlin,
sald that if the volce was Hiller's
he s a tolally changed man.
Lochne. pointed out that the
| sbeeii tmitated Hitler as far as
:uranunelaiiun was concerned but
| was "completely lacking in the old
Hit!:r passion and consuming fer- |
vor.

The broadeast was broken fre-
quently by an incoherent ghost
voice, The German radio said
Hitler spoke “from his headquur-
ters.”" There was some speculation
in Londen that it might have been |
A recording. =y

Referring to the night of the at- |
tempt on his life, Hitler said that |
events since “have compelled me
to dedicated my whole attentlon
to the single work for which T/
have heen living—the siruggle for
the fate of my people.’’

Collapse Foreasen

Declaring that Germany's foes
{have prophesied the collapse of
the reich every year, Hitler said
lthst never had Germany’s enemies
| thought “their victory fo near as
{In August last year." [
| “Again, as often;, we contrived

famsd TLucin eutoft !0 bend fate to our will" he said | had marred thie holiday, the city

““Our enemies are setting up
ever new commissions for regul
| lating life In Burope after our de-
feat,” he remarked. Then, chal-
lengingly: |

“But our enemles do nol know
| the German people.” |

In a New Year's order of the!
day to the German army, Hitler |
declared that In the coming year |
Germany would break the allies
with countersirokes. He blamed |
is military reverses on the 'T"'i
serlion of Germany by her allies,

There was gayely, yes, and
many people wore up and about
in Eugene at midnight {0 welcome
1945—but alopg with each greet-
ing and each toast was the fervent
wish that the war end speedily, |
bringing home tnany now absent!|
overseas, |

Willameile street had a un-
usually Iarge throng out {o call
out greetings snd (o {oot horns,
but the merriment soon subsided
after the first few minutes of
nolse, mast folks faclng the new
year and what it may bring with

HAPPY NEW YEAR!

The Register-Guard was pub-
lished earl> Monday, allowing
its employes (o have time for
New Year's day festlvities with
thelr friends and families,

To all lis subscribers and the
public in general the Register-
fiuard and its employes exiend
wishes for a Happy New Year,

h Five New
Attacks; Hitler Talks, Says

to 1946

Crowds .Thronglpaﬂon Makes
Six-Mile Gain

PARIS, Jan, 1.—UPM—Germians
smashed the
army line on a ten-mile front
today in what may be another
major atlack by the Von Rund-
stedt forces, as Lt, Gen., George
5. Patton's army expanded thelr
front to 10 mlles and drove six
mileg deeper Into the southem
flank of the enemy's Ardennes
bulge.

Patlon's atlack, launched Sat-
urday but revealed only todny
under security restrictions, ran
into heavy resistance from Ger-
man BB-millimeter guns, other
artillery and small arms fire and
tanks, but at last reports still
was making progress,

fFoming after the recapturs of
Roct=* 7t at the western tip and
Libramsont, In the southwest cor-
ner, the new thrust further con-
structed the German sallent
which may yet be turned Into a
death trap for tens of thousands
of Germany's best troopa,

at U.S. seventh

sober thoughts, Most of the merri-
ment seemed forced but with a
very apparent resolution from

Nals C tiack
A late dispatch from the front

sald the Germans had been coun=
terattacking with tanks snd In-

all: “We will work to make it & | fantry all around the Amerlean

better year!"

| corrldor Into Bastogne for tha

Az usual for a holiday, things| past 72 hours In a =0 far futlls

were very dull in the city, Mon~ |
day, and even the wealher was of |
the kind that led most residents |

to spend Lha day quietly at home,

All business. wns closed for the |
day, except for the emergency |

offices, police, fire, et, and mosl
federal offices, all of which had
little contact with the publie dur-
g the holiday,

No drunks were reported at the
county jail, which had 13 prison-
ers up until Monday morning
when vity police rounded up three
AWOIL, sailors to break the 13
Jinx. Police explained that many |
of the stranded service men wilh-
out funds often turn themselves
in &s the easiest way to get back
tn their posts. Only one drunk |
was picked up by clty police.

Up until early aflernnon, no fire

fire staff having a bit of hollday
rest, too.

New Year's bables were mins-
ing, too, up until early afternoon,
anyway.

&
ETLLED IN ACTION

SHEDD — Mra. Mary Weldon
has received word that her hus-

nd, Larry Weldon, was killed
In action on Leyte Island In the
Philippines.

Hitler Off Beam But Speech
Shows Plan To Fight Till Last

By DEWITT MACKENZIE
Assoclated Press War Analyst
We shouldn't lightly shrug aside.

Adolf Hitler's New Yeat's ove
defiance thal “the end of the
war will not come before 1047

unless by a German viclory, be-
cause Germany will never capii-
late”

True. we necdn'l concern our-
selves overmuch with the time
element Injected into this defy
by the fuehrer (if it was wndeed
the nszi dictator who spoke),
because neither he nor any other
man- knows when this war
end. We can see, that
statement is off the beitm in Swe
oiher respecls, because we know
that the Germans cannot win {he
war, and it's cerlain thal in due
courre they will capitulate,

What we do o worry
ubout in the spirit of that mes-
zage. It's the spirit which wa've
seen  exemplified In she Hitler-
fan’ counter-sffensive out of the
Rhineland. and in the desperate
tand not unsuccessful) el
Get
weapons
meaning is rlear

oo,

have

nun

-that the Gor-
mansg do, intend to resist to the
last dit :

Leson OfF Speech

That's the leseom which w»n
hould gnt from Hitler's spesch
and we shall indeed be fooligh if
wa doi't trke L 1o heart I'lie
Jength of thix wir will depend
on the striking power wp cre-
ale. That renily puts it upto us
of the home front, foe our sol-
dietr can be depended to do
more than their shary und a
wehy v Year o thém!

Hitler for hiz ghost) undoubt-

'edly bas gol encouragement frem

| the

workmanlike manner
which nazl Field Marshal won

Rundstedt knocked that big hals
in our” battle line. Neither the
fuchrer nor any of his captains |
expocts to win the war, but|
they've . demonsirated that they
be able to delay the allied |
victory, and they hope that some-
thing will develop 1o’ give them
~asicr peace terms than have been |
indicated. |
Territory Recaplured

. So tar ns von Rundsiedi’s al-
tack Iz concerned, the allies. not
anly hove halted it at least tem-
porarily bul have recapiured
about a third of 1ha territory |
which the Germans overran® in
their first mighty surge inlo
Belgium, A great battle is being |
waged In the Bastogne area where
General Patlon's 3rd army forces
are exiending the salient they've
driven into the nazi bulge. As
Paotton drives northward, the
American Ist army is pushing
gouthward toward him from the
northern rim of the bulge, and
thus the Germans are threaiered
with having their salient severed
near the basp, This vould trap
the bulk of von Rundstedt's ad-
vanee  forees accomplished
nuickly.

Unless the nazi commpndor ran
onlain these twin drives he will
he forced to withdraw his forges

i} * through the nar-

if

Y [>: whicly at Tatest re-
ports wias only about a dozen
thiles swide. However, he shows
no indicutions of being beaten aa

vat, and may iry 1o ease his po-
sition in the bulge by launching
counterthrust at some

There are numerous signs tnst
he's condidering this possibility.

attempt to cut the supply corri-
dor from Arlon and again lsolale
the fortress city.

John MeDe-mnoit, Unlted Pross
war correspondent with the first
army, #ald the counteraltacks
ware “bouncing off like peas shot
at an elephant's back!' New
Year's day up to mid-morning,
he sald, had been “fairly quist"
all around the bulge, with no slgn
vet when, whers or whethar tha

| Germans would attempt to re-

new thelr offensive,

Fighteen German tanks wers
kntcked out In enemy counter-
attacks north of Lutrebols, thres
miles southeast of Bastogne and
only a mile from the Bastogne-
Arlon road, yesterday and 25
others were wrecked In the sams
ares Saturday.

Aftacks Hurled Back

* Other counterattacks vesterdny
were hurled back neam Chenogne,
four milex southiwest of Bastogne.

Fast of Bastogne, American
troops made some progress south
of Wiltz against heavy resistance,
but thera was no Immediats in-
dication whether this was a full-
scala attack, Another eolumn oc-
cupled Relsdorf, Just southwest
of the German-Luxembourg hor-
der at a point four and a half
miles east of Dlekirch.

Detalls stll] were Incking on the
American offenslve west of Ban-
togne, but 1t was known the east-
ern flank was approximately
seven miles went of Bastogne.
One dispatch sald the offensiva
was directed northeast half way
between Bastogne and St. Hu-
bert, 15 miles to the west

The fall of Libramont, highe
way hub elght miles aouth of St
Hubert, and Rochefort, 11 miles
northwest, was disclosed yester-
dar.

Beclor Silent

From Libramont, former south-
west anchor of the German sa-
llent 21 miles from Sedan, the
Americans swept xeven milex
northeast to Moirey, five milos
southeast of St, Hubert. That was
Iate Friday or early Saturday and
there has been no further word
from the sector since.

With Rochefort agaln In thelr
hands, the doughboys appeared
to have staved off at least lempo-
rarily any German threat to Di-
nant and the Meusa river line,
155 miles 1o the northwest. Ames-
fein pressure had forced the en-
emy to retreal al least 10 miles
from Celles, his westernmost
penetration and only four miles
from the Meuse.

The northern flank of the Ar-
dennes shlient remaloed quiet
exeept for artillery and patiel ac-
tion, with both sides apparently

regrouping
Palrals Advance
South of the  German break=

through area. the third srms
palrals inte Brieshack, just noriy
of Merzig, and carried
were described offic
gressive patrol
Moselle and *
Despite inclement weather, tur-
tica! airforee planes continued 1
suppert Amerdcan forees nround

U in the allied frofit | the rim of the Ardennes bulge

At least 40 tracked vehicles were
knocked out yestorday by planes.
.




