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Nimitz Looms

As FDR Choice

For Pacific Chief
By MERRIMAN SMITH

QUEBEC, Sept. 13 (UP)
President Roosevelt was be-

lieved to be pressing today for
an Anglo - American agree-
ment on the appointment of
an American naval officer
probably Adm. Ernest J. King
or Adm. Chester W. Nimitz
as supreme commander of the
allied campaigns to crush
Japan.

This was the leading Issue
as Roosevelt, Prime Minister
Churchill and their high staffs
began their second day of
planning the strategy for fin-

ishing off Japan. ,

Officials ssld the British were
Inclined to favor Gen. Douglas
MacArthur for the post of su-

preme commander and there was .
some support for him In the
American staff too. But the presi-
dent was understood to want a
navy man.

The top post is certain to go to
an American because most of the
power brought against Japan will
be American although Britain
will send more ships, men and
planes to the far east when Ger-
many is whipped, and China's
manpower will be armed increas-
ingly.

Underlying the command ques-
tion is that of whether the main
drive against Japan is to be keyed
to haval or to land operations,
And there again Roosevelt Is be-
lieved to side with the navy view.

Obviously the ultimate destruc-
tion of Japanese power at home
and In Asia will require great use
of land and air as well as naval
and amphibious forces. ur

will be able to fulfill hli
promise to return to the Philip-
pines, That may occur soon, and
MacArthur probably will go from
there.

Perhaps bearing ilgnlflcantly
on the decisions being made her
was the announcement in Wash-
ington that Roosevelt had nomi-
nated Nimitz to be a full admiral
in hut own right. Nimitz now
holds the rank only by virtue of
his command of the Pacific fleet.
Such nominations usually pres-
age a change In command for the
man Involved.
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YANKS BATTLE INSIDE GERMANY American troops were

battling at least six miles inside Germany after Trier,
reached following swift thrust through Luxembourg. Allied forces
also advanced In north Into Holland and Gen. Patton's army pressed
Moselle offensive In Metz-Nanc- y area against furious opposition.
Junction of U. S. third and seventh armlea trapped huge numbers
of Germans.

New Sledgehammer Blows Hit

EUGENE, OREGON,

U. 1
ish Defense

Bastion Falls

To Red Forces
LONDON, Sept. 13 U.K The

German high command today ad-

mitted the loss of Lomza, north
Poland defense bastion anchor-
ing the nazi defenses below East
Prussia and northeast o Warsaw.

The reported fall of Lomza to
Russian assault forces driving
ihrough the network of German
fortifications along the Narew
river cleared the way for a red
army smash 21 miles northward
to East Prussia.

Moscow dispatches said the red
air force had begun big scale
sweeps over East Prussia. They
hinted that soviet forces arrayed
along a broad stretch of its east-
ern border might be ready for a
push onto German soil, perhaps
in concert with a drive up from
the Lomza area.

"Northeast of Sotroleka, our
troops in the course of hard fight-
ing, during which Lomza was
abandoned, filed a soviet break-
through which the enemy at-

tempted on a wide front," a Ber-
lin communique said.

A soviet front dispatch related
by Moscow said the Russians had
pierced the outer fortifications
of Lomza, 75 miles northeast of
Warsaw, and smashed into the
suburbs of the stronghold pro-
tecting the East Prussian bord-
er."

The German communique said 13

violent soviet attacks continued
near Sanok and Krosno in lower
Poland, where Berlin has said the
red army has been .waging a big
scale offensive aimed toward
Krakow and the Carpathian
passes to Hungary. -

Funeral Of Fire,w . :..
Victim Set Friday

Funeral servlrn tnr .1,
old Roger Harry Rabenau, who
oiea in a fire Monday night at his
mother's home, 2439 Harris, will
be held Friday at 9 n m D OmU.
Larson mortuary, Rev. L. O. Grlf- -
iim oniciating. Interment will be
1 nthe new lOOF cemetery.

Roger was born in V.uotn mm

June 17, 1939. Surviving are his
parents, Harry S. Rabenau and
Mrs. Gentva Grant, and a small
brother. Jerrv. a llnf Enn. ki.
grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. Wal
ler aimmons, Eugene, and O. K.
Myers, Bend; a

Mrs. Mary Snode, Spokane.
Origin of thp fir km nn. K.

established, it is said. Roger was
fatally burned when he broke
away from Norma Cozadd, 16, who
was leading him from the blazing
house, while carrying his younger
Dromcr, Jerry.

Insurance On State
Flax Plant Placed

SALEM, Ore., Sept. 13 (U.B
Insurance for the state flax plantat the Oregon penitentiary, with
a maximum coverage of $606,000, as
was placed with the Salem firm
of Beck and Wadsworth by the
board of cont(I here today.

The insurance was given with
the understanding that 40 percent of the gross brokerage fee
would go to the state insurance
agents association, the board said.
The association had been inter-
ested in handling the business.

Islands Shielding Philippines
U. S. PACIFIC FLEET HEAD

QUARTERS, Pearl Harbor, Sept.
w) Japan's deteriorating

island fortresses of Palau, Celebes
and Halmahera, whicn shield the
southern Philippines, have been
dealt new sledgehammer blows
by battleships, bombers and
rocket-firin- g aircraft operating in
concert from the southwest and
central Pacific.

The rising pitch of destruction
visited on the - Japanese bas-

tions- yis evident In communi-
ques from Adm. Chester Nlmltz
yesterday and Gen. Douglas ur

today.
Palau, 600 miles east of Davao,

came under carrier aircraft at-

tack Sunday (U.S. time). Next
day, battleships and cruisers
moved in to shell the islands.
Planes dumped 120 tons of bombs
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Dewey To Stop

In Eugene For

Platform Talk
Gov, Thomas E. Dewey of New

York, republican nominee for
president, will pass through Eu:
gene next Wednesday at 1 p. m.
and make a appearance
from the platform of his train to
greet Lane county voters.

Dewey, Mrs. Dewey, and mem-
bers of their party will make the
atop on their trip from Portland
to speaking engagements In Calif-
ornia. From 4,000 to 5,000 are ex-

pected to turn out for the event.
Announcement of the Dewey

appearance was made Tuesday
night at open house of republican
ncHuquaners, iid Willamette, by
James A. Rodman, chairman of
the Lane county central commit-
tee.

Rodman also announced that
those planning to attend the re-

publican candidate's speech . in
Portland next Tuesday night must
pick up their tickets before 4 p. m.
that date at the Multnomah hotel,
Portland.

More than 200 attended the
open house, at which voters were
registered by county clerk depu-
ties.

Wayne Morse, republican can-
didate for senator from Oregon,
SEE DEWEY TO STOP STORY
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2300 Service

Ballots Here
Application for 2300 November

election ballots had been received
up to Wed. at the office of the
Lane county clerk from men and
women in service all over the
world, it was reported by Lloyd
Howe, registration deputy in the
office.

A large number of applications
are being received at the office
every day and the ballots will all
have been sent out by September
23, which is the deadline, 45 days
prior to tlie election.

The ariDlications nri mmin. in
by air mail and the hallnt..
sent out by the" same service, thus
assuring their arrival at the last
address of the men and women
applying in time to be mailed back
to them. The mail containing the
ballots has priority over all other.
The ballots will even be delivered
to the voters on the battle fields
if the request is made, it was
stated.

The number of men of voting
age drafted into the armed service
from Lane county is 7046, the
county clerk's records show, and
there are many more who enlisted
in various branches besides the
women in the service entitled to
these ballots.

New Housing Unifs

Open Few Rentals
Objection to the national hous-

ing agency's optimism in an-

nouncing Tuesday, with the re-
lease of its housing survey result
that completion of its present
housing program In Eugene will
relieve the tight housing situation,
was voiced by A. M. Gilbert, con-

tractor, building 20 of FHA-allot--

houses.
Gilbert revealed that when all

his houses are occupied, sometime
this week, few extra houses will
be released to the Eugene rental
market, for the simple reason that
the majority of the families going
into his new units have been liv-

ing with relatives.
"Of the 20 families moving Into

my new houses, " Gilbert explain-
ed, "13 have been living with
relatives, three In auto courts,
two in apartments, and two In
private houses, which means that,
all told, my 20 units will release
only four dwelling! for would-b- e

renters."
George Mlltonberger, Salem

contractor, who began building 15
houses under the FHA allotment
at the same time, is expected to
have his units completed within
the next 13 days, but It is reported
that they have already been sold
or rented.

Arm Amputated After
Accident at Mill

Arthur L, Steinhauer, 50, 1238
Lincoln street, Eugene, working
at the edger of the West Side
Lumber company mill at Danebo
Junction, got his left hand and
arm caught in the saw Wednes-

day morning, and the arm was
badly cut and maimed. He was
taken .tn Sacred Heart hospital,
where his arm was amputated
above the elbow. The acicdent
occurred at 10:30 a. m.

Hearing Still Going
Hearing of the Johnson Lumber

company tabor dispute continued
Wednesday with the conciliators
meeting at the Triangle lake plant
of the Johnson Lumber company.

'

Jacob Blair, Seattle, arbitrator
tor the department of labor con- -
ciliation service, is conducting the
hearing-- ,

EUGENE VISITOR Got.
ThomM Dewey of New York, re-

publican nominee for President,
will speak briefly during a train
top in Eugene next Wednesday.

High Street
Owners Decry
Overhead Plan

Vigorous protests of lower Hieh
street business concerns against
me prupo&ea overneaa siruciure
to eliminate the grade crossing
and connect with the new county
bridge were aired Tuesday night
before the city plan commission
and met with agreement to pre-
pare comparative studies on the
Mill street line, one block east. '

Chairman Robert Prescott ex- -:

plained that "complete democ-
racy" was the aim of the plan
commission, that all interests
would be given ample chance to
be heard before any final deci-
sion is reached on the routing.

These points were emphasized:
1. State highway engineers

have made the preliminary
studies on joint request of
city, county, chamber of com-

merce, and it is "labor of
love" on their part,

2. County will finance new
bridge; city must pay for that
portion of structures and
right of way on city streets;
state-feder- al aid will be those
portions where grade cross-
ing or connection with US No.
99 are involved.

3. Final action must be
based on an apportionment of
costs and city, county, and
state rrlust concur in program.

4. Where property damage
results, owners have right to
compensation and may take
their claims to court (and
there will be some damage on
any line chosen).

5. Eiiort is to get unified
action on a plan which will
save state, county and city
money in long run and serve
most people with least dam-
age to Individuals.
The chief objections were from

the MidKley Planing Mill Co..
which claimed .41 light,would. is;impaired Dy tne overhead and its
retail business ruined; the

sawmill, which
claimed it also would suffer; the
MacDonald Lumber Co, which
claimed its retail trade would be
spoiled. These three submitted
written protests.

Verbally the protest was joined
by John Rogers, of Twin Oaks
Lumber Co., who said their store
would not be overshadowed but
access impaired; by Wesley Flint,
auction business, who wanted to
know why the program had been
worked up "in star chamber"; byJohn Grant, who said he repre-
sented interests which wanted to
be heard; by Mrs. O. H. Bray,
who said she has a grocery and
filling station which would suf-
fer.

Present were numerous farmers
and property owners from the
area across the river, who took no

SEE HIGH STREET STORY
PAGE

Mrs. Ralph Laird"

Dies In Hospital
Mrs. Nettle C. Laird, 52, wife

of Ralph P. Laird, former legisla-
tor and grange master, of Pleasant
Hill, died Tuesday night at Sac-
red Heart hospital, following a
week's illness.

A Nettie C. Stenson, she was
born March 6, 1892, at Paola,
Kans., and with her parents, Mr.
and Mr. R. C. Stenson, came to
Corvallia, Ore., In 1909. She met
Ralph Laird in Corvallis, when
he was a student at the Oregon
Agricultural college, and they
were married Nov. 17, 1917, when
he was in the army of the United
States. In 1918, they returned to
the Pleasant Hill farm, and had
made their home there since that
time.

Mrs. Laird had led a particular-
ly active community life. When
her husband was a member of the
state legislature, and also master
of Pomona grange, she accom-
panied him on speaking tours. She
herself held several offices in the
Jasper grange; was leader of the
Edenvale H clubs for eight
years; president of the Lane
County Federation of Women's
clubs for the years 1940 and 1941;
chairman of Lane county Home
Extension committee; member of
the ABC study club, and of the
Pleasant Hill Christian church.

Mrs. Laird i survived by her
husband; one son. Raymond P.
Laird,' and one daughter, Mrs.
Myrna L. Tinker, three grand-
children, all of Pleasant Hill: four
sisters. Mrs. Maude Lnughary,
farnation. Wash.; Mrs. Ernestine
Jacoby, Portland; Mrs. Frances
Mcintosh, Mrs. Hazel Johnson,
both of Corvallis; one brother,
Raymond C. Stenson. Eugene.

Funeral sen-ice- s will be held at
the Phil Bartholomew mortuary
In Springfield, Friday at 10:30

a.m., Rev. Claude O'Brien offi-

ciating. Interment will be in Rest
Ha vac cematary.

Yanks Pouring

Info Germany,

Dispatches Hint
BULLETIN

SUPREME HEADQUART
ERS, AEF, Sept. 13 (UP)
Dispatches from American
conquered German soil re-

ported tonight that United
States troops had captured the
village of Rotgcn their first
specific victory in the reich
and had overrun a forested
height in their drive cast from
the Eupen area of Belgium,

SUPREME HEADQUART-
ERS, AEF, Sept. 13-(- UP)

Strong American armored
forces, leading a general ad-

vance against Germany,
reached the Siegried line to-

day, while indications grew
that other United States
troops might be pouring
'across the border in new

crossings at unidentified
points.

A dispatch from Lt. Gen. Omar
N. Bradley's 12th army group
headquarters said American tank
and infantry forces were in con-

tact with the Siegfried line, which
was taking one of the heaviest
aerial poundings of tbe entire war
from thousands of allied planes,
Hit Siegfried Line

The first spearhead was driven
against the Siegfried line, the
headquarters dispatch Indicated,
by one of the armored forces
smashing steadily deeper Into
Germany after crossings- from
Luxembourg and vBelglum, with

ROTGEN, Germany, S?pt
.12 W (7 P. M.) (Delayed)

Germany's primary defenses
have been shattered by Amer-
ican tanks and doughboys In
this area near the Belgian
border and there were many
Indications tonight that the
headlong German retreat, be-

gun In France and Belgium,
was continuing back toward (he
Rhine,,

It Is too early to draw general
conclusions on the invasion of
Germany, but thus far resist-
ance has been far less than
might have been expected.

advanced elements reaching with-
in some 35 miles of the Rhine.

A new U. S. army the 9lh,
commanded by Lt. Gen. William
H. Simpson was revealed to
have landed in France to join in
the climactic assault on Germany.
Its location was not disclosed.

The 12th army group head-
quarters dispatch emphasized that
BEE YANKS POURING STORY
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Meningitis Reported
Cured In Weekend

FORT LEWIS, Sept. 13. M-
ousing sulfadlazenc, one of the
newest of the sulfa drugs, the
medical staff of the recently estab-ishe- d

Fort Lewis general hospital
last week-en- d cured a soldier pa-
tient suffering from splnnl menin-
gitis before an airplane could
bring his anxious parents to his
bedside, post headquarters said
today.

Pvt. Charles A. Prlndlc of the
army service forces trolning center
here, stricken Inst Saturday night,
was rushed to hospital where his
malady was diagnosed as splnnl
meningitis and treatment immedi-

ately begun. By the time his par-
ents had arrived by airplane Mon-

day morning from Minneapolis,
Pvt. Prlndle was off the serious
list, free even from symptoms of
the disease.

Salem Plant Destroyed
By $50,000 Blaze

SALEM, Sept. 13 Fire of
unknown origin today destroyed
the plant of Reinholilt and Lewis,
Venetian blind manufacturers, at
a loss of more than $50,000.

The plant had more than $250,-00- 0
in war but

most of this work had been com-
pleted.

It made ammunition boxes, In-

strument panels and gyro stands
for the Boeing Aircraft company
of Seattle, and amplifying cases
for the Pacific Electronics com-
pany of Spokane.

Manchester Turns
Its Lights On Again

MANCHESTER, England, Sept.
13 This industrial city In
central England was the brightest
spot in Britain hist night.

The lights were turned on again.
Folks danced and sang and even
kissed the lamp posts.

Manchester is the first big city
where street lights have shown
since the war began. The black-
out will be lilted throughout Brit-
ain Sept. 17.

Byrnes And Bowles Disagree
On Prices For Civilian Goods

on buildings, gun positions tnd
coast defenses at Babelthuap,
Peleliu and Angaur, principal
islands of the group, Nimitz re-

ported.
The entrance of battleships

into the Palau raids was remi-
niscent of blows at
Guam to the northeast. Sixteen-inc- h

battlcwagon rifles, waiting
until carrier planes and lesser
surface warships had ' pounded
the island for 10 straight days,
opened up five days before Guam
was invaded.

Palau's Islands were raided on
17 days In August and on six
days of this month,

(The Nimitz communique made
no mention of a carrier task
force assault on the central Phil-
ippines, as reported yesterday by
radio Tokyo),

ticles before civilian production
ceased."

Bowles made his stand clear In
a recent report on reconversion
pricing, in which he said that
"while some commodities are go-

ing to come back at higher prices
than when they went out, not all
of them will be higher."

Byrnes did not consult Bowles
before iMUlng his report, It was
learned, but did confer with Eco-

nomic Stabilization Director Fred
M. Vinson.

In deciding the amount of any
commodity price increase, Bowles
said, wage and material rises
would be considered.

Officials contending that In-

creases for all goods will not be
needed pointed out that electric
Irons returned to the market a
few months ago at the same
prices that prevailed when pro-
duction stopped,

Civic Music Group

Names Drive Heads
Mobilization of plans for mem-

bership drive of the Eugene Civic
Music association was completed
Tuesday afternoon at a meeting at
the Osburne hotel, at which divi-
sion chairmen were announced.

Memberships In the ECMA con-
cert series, which replaces the ty

of Oregon greater artists
series, will be available next week
only, Sept. 3. No single tickets
will be sold, and no memberships
will be available after Sept. 23,

Division chairmen are Mrs. L. O.
Meisel, Mrs. P. L. Herblg, Mrs.
Howard Hughes, Miss R. Louise
Fitch, Mrs. Robert D. Horn, sll of
Eugene; Mrs. James Mills, Junc-
tion City; Earl Hill, Cushman.

Romania Will Enter
War Against Germany

LONDON, Sept. 13 (UP) The
Moscow radio announced tonight
that Romania, under the newly-effect-

armistice with the allies,
will enter the war against Ger-
many Immediately, throwing in
12 Infantry divisions.

The Romanian air force and
fleet will operate under the hi oh
commands of the Soviets and the
western allies, Moscow said In the
first report on the peace terms ac-
corded the Balkan country In the
negotiations just concluded at
Moscow,

Loggers Back
;

As Fires Ease-
Rain falling early Wednesday

morning eased the serious tire
hazard threatening the county and
state forests for the past few days.
There was .10 of an Inch of rain
over the Willamette valley and the
weather bureau advised that there
might be more rain soon.

The ban on logging operations
was lifted by State Forester N. S.
Rogers Wednesday, but operations
will have to close, he said if the
humidity drops to SO per cent,

He reported that there are na
fires in the state out of control
and that the moisture content of
the woods Is rising rapidly.

Oregon went through the long
drouth without a single disastrous
fire, although conditions in the
woods were worst In history.

By The Associated Press
Major fires raged unchecked

through the forests of Washing-
ton, Idaho snd on Vancouver
Island In British Columbia today
but predicted showers along the
coastal and mountain areas gave
promise of early relief from the
acute conditions that have pre-
vailed for nearly a month.

Areas east of the mountains
will receive rain Thursday, the
weather bureau forecast.

The Canadian island was the
latest region to be hit by blazes
which have blackened thousands
of acres through the northwest in
recent days. Large plies of logs
and quantities o standing timber
were consumed by flame near
Youbou, B. C, on Vancouver
Island, yesterday as fire spread
through Willow Creek valley caus-
ing damage estimated at $1,500,-00- 0.

Another 1.100-ac- re blaze was re-

ported threatening homes, stores
and industries at the north end of
Gallano island. The island lies in
the Gulf of Georgia, 90 miles
southwest of Vancouver, B. C,

The central Washington Cle
Elum-Rosy- ln blaze, now more than
3,500 acres, was last reported to
have eaten more than a mile Into
state-own- timber over Tean-aw- ay

ridge. It was still uncon-
trolled.

At St. Maries, Idaho, Cliff
Hunter, U. S. forest service of-

ficial, said a 2,500 acre fire was
under control but still dangerous,
A blaze In the Priest river
area in Idaho was being fought by
250 sailors from the Farragut
naval training station.

On the Washington coast, 40 to
50 fires were being held to
"smoulders" according to MaJ. C.
S. Cowan, chief warden of the
Washington Forest Fire associa-
tion.

BOEING CHIEF STRICKEN
WICHITA, Kan., Sept. 13 UJ9

Phillip G. Johnson, 50, presi-
dent of the Boeing Aircraft com-

pany of Seattle, was in critical
condition In St. Francis hospital
here today from what was de-

scribed officially as "a stroke'
suffered in his hotel room during
the night

YANKS GET NAZI SALUTE
FROM GERMAN CHILDREN

' By EULALIE McDOWELL
United Press Staff Correspondent

WASHINGTON, Sept. 13 U.R)

War Mobilization Director
James F. Byrnes and Price Chief
Chester Bowles today were re-

vealed to be In disagreement
over prices that consumers will
pay for civilian goods which go
back Into production after the
defeat of Germany.

Byrnes proposed a method of
pricing which, If carried out,
would mean a blanket increase
over prewar prices for virtually
all Items returning to the mar-
ket. Bowles favored a plan
whereby many major items, such

automobiles, would not be any
higher.

In his report to President Roo-

sevelt on reconversion last Satur-
day, Bymes said "it would be
feasible" for the OPA to set a
general ceiling for articles out of
civilian production for some time
"at a fixed percentage above
the prices charged for such ar

yesterday with an armored spear-
head, there still was fighting In
the main square.

There were no welcoming flags
out, no cheering nor baby kiss-

ing. The Doughboys no longer
were welcomed as conquering
heroes. I saw one German wom-
an burst into tears when she saw
three German prisoners being
hauled in a trailer. German
civilians gave the nazi salute to
a dead German soldier on the
sidewalk.

Large potter! with German
military orders of the day and
blackout regulations still hung
around the city. One order said:

"Fight to the last for the father-
land. The critical hour la at hand
for the third reich and the
fuehrer auks his children to stand
firm."

In contrast to the barren
French and Belgian farm .yards,
there were plenty of chickens,
pigs and cows around Eupen. The
nazis were good to their German
subjects.

Near the outskirts I bargained
with one farmer for some epgs.
He was surly and apoke only
German but he sold me two dozen
etgi. But he refused to conk them
lot our bunch si correspondents.

By HENRY T. GORRELL
WITH U. S. FIRST ARMY

IN GERMANY, Sept. 12 (De-
layed) American armor
crossed onto German soil this af-

ternoon for the second time with-
in 24 hours and Doughboys, ac-

customed to being hailed as lib-

erating heroes through France
and Belgium, got their first
sample of the chill that awaits
them from hostile German popu-
lations.

Small children, not knowing
what it was all about, gave us the
nazi salute until their mothers
grabbed them and hustled them
away.

Following the first penetration
r.f the reich border near Trier
yesterday, armored elements of
Lt. Gen. Courtney H. Hodges' 1st
army drove into Germany from
Eupen, Belgian border cily which
Adolf Hitler took into the reich
in 1940.

The Eupen population of 12.000
about half Belgian and half Ger-
man, observed the historic de-

velopment mostly by peeping
Imm windows of shuttered homes.
Most o( the German residents
have sons and husbands in the
tetreating wehrmacht.

Wbto I entered Eupta late


