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A good many people in these parts will
remember a frail little chap named Ted
Hallock who was a student at the University
of Oregon and had himself a dance orchestra
which used to play for campus shindigs,
First Lieutenant Joseph Theodore Hallock,
U. S. Army Air Force, is back from Europe
with the Purple Heart, the Alr Medal with
three oak leaf clusters, and a Distinguished
Flying Cross—and he is the subject of “Pro-
files” in The New Yorker for August 12.
Hallock is & bombardier, the guy who rides
up there in the nose of the ship and drops
the block busters when the time comes, after
which he works a gun and helps fight the
wauy home,

The New Yorker found an excellent sub-
ject in the lad from Oregon and it has painted
a superb picture of “youth goes to war."” Not
a likely candidate for the hero role was
Hallock, as the war found him, a skinny kid
beating his way through college on the
drums, interested in “the music of our times,”
not very much interested in the events which
had begun to shake the world, not ready to
pelieve that war would mean him—until

Pear]l Harbor:

“When my roommate woke me up on Dec,
7, 1041 and told me the Japs had bombed Peurl
Harbor 1 didn't belleve It . . . sounded like
Warner Bros, stuff to me so 1 went back to
sleep, Luter on 1 was listening to Andre
Kostelanetz when the announcer eut in with
news flashes and thig tme I believed it T
guess 11's typleal that for me war uturled In the

middle of @ Coea Colu program.”

Most of the services rejected Hallock, but
Air Corps found satisfactory eyes and took
the rest of the chassis on trial. On Dec. 31,
1043, young Hallock rode on his first rald
pver Ludwigshaven—"llke watching a movie
until the Focke Wulfes moved in" and near-
ly shot them down, Since then 30 misslons—
always with “the pressure” building up and
up. And they were NOT FUNI

Attitude? Hallock and his wife Muriel
are doing New York and |pcndlng what they
have while they can:

“We haven't made any plans. Hell's bells,
I've never mode apy plans. Frankly I'd like
to land o job on the ground. 1 don't parlicu-
larly want to fly again ke the pjlots and nuvi-
getars, They really fly the ahip, but when
you're anly one of the hired hunds, who's belng
earried along to do the dirty work, drop the
bombs and do the killing, you don't feel so
good sbout It,  As for afier the war, we don't
dare o {hink toe much about that. We fesl as
though we've been cheated out of a big chunk
of our lives, 1 want to go back to college, ploy
drums In a band again”

Once upon a time, we knew just one war
veteran who claimed that war was fun, He
was an old, old man who had marched up
through Georgia behind Sherman. There
was an old Irisher who had left a leg at
Chicamaugua who maintained that “the
Major" was a .., Well, anyhow Pat used
to get drunk and scream it whenever “the
Major" was on parade,

&

UNIVERSAL SERVICE COMING UP

For some months, the Fortune Survey
and other measurements of “opinjon trends"
have been showing a strong majority of the
American people favor some kind of uni-
versal military training for youth in the
yvears following the end of this war. Some
time ago the Ameriean Legion prepared the
draft of a bill, the outlines of which provide:

1. In high schools and colloges a permanent
program of Ypre-induction eourses.”

2. Al least one full year of full lime service
with army or navy. (The suggestion (s that
etween high school and eollege svery youth
would recaive at least the 90 day baale In a
camp, but the boy going to college would fin.
ish his schooling before doing his full year in
the field)

There are several variations of this pro-
posal, Now President Roosevelt has emerged
with a statement that he will favor some
form of “universal service” for vouth be-
tween 17 and 23 at the end of the bt
he is inclined to feel that it need not be ens
tirely military. (This is an election vear!)

However, the working out of an actual
program of universal service is going to re-
quire great care, especially at every point of
contuct with the schools, It is one thing to
itegrate school ecourses with sound pre-
paredness, but it would be tragic to permit
the military {deal to dominate the schools
(us In Germany and Japan)., Most Ameri-
cans, we believe, will welcome u program of
prudent training, but not a program of mass
indoctrination, There will alwavs be some
obfectors and it is essential to our American
system that those objections must be hon-
ored when they are sincere,

The soundest part of the proposition is
that which ealls for a full year of tralning
in 4 regular camp under complete discipline
If that part of the program is well handled,
it should not be necessary to have any uni-
formed units In the schools, except in those
lew places which may choose to speclalize in
military science,

The old ROTC programs never were satls-

war,

factory, They were usually unspeakably
dull and always “unreal” They did give us
& body of reserves with a smattering of mili-
tary knowledge, but most of those luds had
to be completely re-trained when war came,
It should be recognized that the life of an
American campus is not “military”; it has
too many distractions, No man ever learned
to soldier in campus parades,

The key to preparedness—and to devel-
oping a sound attitude toward peace as well
a8 war—Is in making that “year under arms"
just as real as it is possible to make it. When
a young man has gone through a full year
of “field problems and maneuvers,” he has
no more illusions about war, He knows what
it means to march day and night in blister-
ing heat, to sleep in mud and rain, how to
flatten under fire, how to go hungry, and
when ignorant people say:

“If we were attucked a milllon patriots

would spring (o arms.”
+ + » well, he knows how long it takes to

learn how to use a weapon, what it takes to
drag 8 machine gun mcross a deep stream in
pitch darkness and p it together again,
quickly and clean. If he earns a couple of
gold bars, he is not likely to think he is
“superman.” It would be a mistuke to soften
this training,

The job of the schools Is entively different
from that of the camps. This war has re-
vealed appalling deficiencles in such funda-
mentals as reading, writing, arithmetic—
and physical titness. They have neglected
simple history. They cin do much more
than they have done to make the young un-
derstanc what the responsibilities of a citizen
in & republie really are.

But their job is still CITIZENSHIP, of
which only one part is readiness to do what
must be done in war, Their Job is still fit-
ness for peace as well us war. It js not go-
Ing lo be easy to establish or to maintain
the precise relationship, but there must he
a balunce, The common goul 15 & nation,
prepared In mind and body for free men's
responsibilities,

HOW DIFFICULT IS POST-WAR?

Not very encouraging is the resistance of
CIO's Victor G, Reuther to the proposition

the armed forces, he shall have his old job

handle it (and of course, |f the husiiess Is
still going). Mr, Reuther apparently intends
to stand on “senlority rights” where a union
member has replaced the warrior. Fortun-
ately, we do not belleve that most union
men will support this view,

The contract with the men and wamen
who went to war was very plain in the act
which Congress adopted and the president
signed, It distinctly gave the fighting man
priority over all others, and Col. Paul H.
Griffith, of Selective Service, is right when
he says this promise muist be kept, so far as
posaible,

those of the returned veteran. That is why
it Is so silly fora supposedly intelligent leader
of organized lubor to quibble over what fs
really a technieal point,

[ Actually the number of workers displaced
| by returning veterans may not be so preat
as many suppose. Some will want and de-
serve new and betler jobs,

physically or mentally disabled, And even

the problem In every community is golng
to be:

“HMow can we get all of theae people inta
suitable and useful employment of some sart™”
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