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HERE HE COMES! Down from his cab for the last time climbs

Engineer J. A, Zimmerman. From now an the Southern Packfi -

| slon fund will pay him to live the life of Riley. Conxntnlstin:p;gn

{s Engineer Jim Kirby who will take the train on to Portland.
(Register-Guard pholo, Wiltshire engraving)

Engineer J. A. Zimmerman Ends
44 Years Railroading With S.P.

By MARGARET THOMPSON

J. A, Zimmerman, one ofgthe
“old Roseburg gang" of Southern
Pacific engineers, took that re-
tirement dive off the side of his lo-
comative the other day, after 44
years and six monthy of railroad-
ing.

His oldest son, Roy, and wife of
Nevada City, Calif,, took passage
out of San Franciéco on the Ore-
sanlan in order to actompany Dad
on hiz last run, meeting him ot
Klamath Fulls. (Zimmerman's run
for the last few years has heen on
the Klamath to Klamath Falls, re-
| turning on the Oregonian to Eu-
|gene. both crack trains. Many of
the 1etired engineers living here
have retired off that run; it takes
| plenty of seniority to hold it.)

Engineer Zimmerman said that
wasn't all that made the day mem-
arable—it was Saturday afternoon
and his birthday, his 85th and re-
tirement birthday sl that. All
Southern Pacifle engineers are eli-
gible to retire on their 65th birth-
day; some elect to work on for a
vear or two. but Zimmerman said
no, sir, not he.

“I'll Be the Boss"
" “You can say my hobby

now

that I am retired will he to try to
be boss uround the house," he said.
“Mrs, Zimmerman and I have
raised a family of eight youngsters
and they have bossed her long
enough; now it's my turn.” Mrs.
Zimmerman says she is so glad to
have him at home now that she
thinks she will just et him be boss
awhile—al least on Tuesdays and
Fridays.

They recently sold their ranch
near Jasper, where they have lived
since 1935, and bought a site for a
new home, aboul a mile out the
Coburg rosd from the Ferry street
bridge. They will live right in the
middle of a big filbert orchard. At
preseni they are camping out in
what will be the garage: all that
shows of the home so far is the
outline in conerete foundation.
They will build by short stages,
as they can get materials,

“Am I glad I was 8 railroad
min? Yes indeed. And there's one
thing I am thankful that I can
say, I've never been hurt on the
road, not to lose working time
anyhow, and never have any of
my crews been hurt badly either,
And 1 cen go on to the end of my

! | ing Casey Jones, ever walked
i | away, Zimmerman did,

d 1 Goshen.

These two ears had just passed
through a short  tunnel cut
through solld rock, and Zimmer-
man says that tunne] s the only
thing that saved the crew in the
caboose from instant death.

What saved him he doesn't
| know. The train waes rounding a |
| eurve and he was hoking back, di-

rectly at the cars when, as he ex-|
pressed it, “All hell burst out
from those freight cars. It was just
one great glory flash, and a solid
wall of sound, (ollowed instantly |
by masses of black smoke. There
| Is quite a bit of that train they
never did find. Car wheels were |
picked up half a mile away, The
track both ways was curled up
| like ribbons for a short distance,
Nobody killed though.”
| The charm, good luck, fairies'
favor, or whatever it Is that pro-|
tected Zimmerman throughout 44
years of dangerous work, was
| badly strained on several occa-
| sions, Once he had the awfu] ex-
perience of @ head-on  eollision,
| from which few men, not includ-1

though, |
with assorted portions of epider-
mis missing. It was in 1812, just
at this end of Camas Swale near
His eastbond through
freight met a local freight that
somehow tailed to take the siding
8s it should. Both engineers were
able to reduce speed considerably
before the craesh. One engine ran
right up the other's cowcatcher.
Moved to Albany

Soon after Zimmerman went
into eleciric service for a short'
time and the family left Roseburg
to live in several Willametite val-
ley towns. Like most steam men,
he didn't like the electrics andl
neither, it developed, did the com- |
pany for they were discontinued
and in 1914 Zimmerman bid in a|
run from Albany to the coast. |
This he says was u typlcal rail-
road job and well illustrates what |
railroad men and thelr families go
through especially in early years
when lack of senfority works|
against them, He left Albany at
5:30 &im., arrived at Yaquina late!
in the afternoon. Lelt there 7 a.m,
the following duy, arriving at his
home In Albany usually about 8
pam, and slways went right to bed |
after a hasty dihner, 50 as to get
a little sleep for that be-on-the-
job-at-5:30 am. call the next
morning. He seldom saw his fam-
ily. Yet, instead of feeling abused, l
he and his wife were thankful that
he was able to hold down a day-'
light job. This life went on for 21
years, boys, i{s a mighty long time! !
They Like Eugene

In 1935 the oppurtunity came to
bid in the.Klamath run and move
to Eugene—*"and here we still
are.” In 1037 the Zimmermans had
a glorious trip east, with other en-
gineer familles from Eugene, to|
the Diamond Jubilee convention of |
the Brotherhovd of Locomotive
Engineers, at Detroit. Alter the

| elubs,

| eommunity.

Kiwanis Publication
Advertises Eugene

Eugene and Lane county come
in for considermble publicity in
the current issue of the Pacilic
Northwest Kiwanls district bulle-
tin, being sent every member in
the 99 clubs of the district, in
cluding Oregon, Washington,
northern Idaho, and six Canadian

Purpoge of the feature on Eu-
gene is to advertise this area as
the gathering place for the north=
west Kiwanis distriet convention
to be held In Eugene, Aug. 13,
14, and 15. One whole page in
the bulletin {s devoted to Eugene
and Lane county, a scenic ple-
ture of Salt Creek falls being
on the page, too. The story tells
of the natural and economic re-
sources of the county and clty,
describes its scenery, highway
system, educational sdvantages,
and many other points about the

Convention headquarters will
be at the Osburn and Eugensg ho-
tels. W. W. (Scotty) Stusrt is
general chairman of the conven-
tion from the local club of which
Roy A. Elliott {s president,

.

spirited discussion,

Leonard Ready of Cushman Is
In @ North Bend hospital as the
result of a recent fall from a lad-
der at his home and resulling ina
lung being affected,

Mrs. Irma Erhurt, ploneer resi-
dent of Siltcoos lake, while lead»
ing & team of horses on her ranch,
Tuesdsy afternoon, was shaken
up and bruised as one of the ani-
mals gave a sudden lunge which
threw Mrs. Erhart forward onto
the doubletrees of the harness,

Returning to make thelr home
here much soner than l.hg had
anticipated, Mr. and Mrs. Gllbert
Rogantine and two children ar-
rived this week from Battle
Mountain,” Nevada. They had only

| recently gone to thelr Nevada

home after s six weeks visit here
at the home of her parents. Mr,
and Mrs. J. T. Maddaford north
of town. During the visit, how-
ever, they purchased property
along the Cosst highway and had
intended to come back here next
year and reside thereon—but they
are back here now to live,
Newest in the cement walk pro-
m now in progress in Florence
s that which has been started on
the east side of Washington street
at the George Prescott residence
and will continue on to the H. M.
Petersen Motor company \
passing along the Ed Furnish and

Boy, 13, Saved From
Drowning by Friend

“Corky" Maloy, 13-year-old son

Assembly of God properties.

Rev. and Mrs. P. H. Nef re-
turned from Salem Friday where
they spent & we:k with relatives.

GRASS FIRE

of Mr. and Mrs. Hugh Maloy of
the Coburg road, presumubly owes |
his life to & playmate, Ronald |
Durflinger, 14, the son of Mr, and |
Mrs. Tibridge Rurflinger of the

same district, |

The boys reportedly had been
swimming in the Willametis river
Friday evening, with several other
lads of about their age, and all|
but the Maloy boy had left the
wiater and were siting on a gravel
bar, Young Durflinger heard a
faint call for help and lgoked back
to see Maloy in the water, about
hulfway across the river, He had
starled lo swim acrosds and had
became exhausted midway,

Durflinger jumped in and swam
to hig friend, and persuaded him
not to fight but to hold on to him
und be towed to shore.

.

Creswell Items
CRESWELL—The Getchell elub
of Royal Neighbors of America
of Eugene met with Mrs, J. P.
Kunl, Thursday for a potluck din-
ner in the lawn garden, A short
business meeling followed, with
Mrs, Frank Bowers presiding.

| Mrs. Floyd Johnson was the sec-

retary. The afternoon was spent
in visiting and in enjoying a
picture show., Gifts were ex-
changed with Mrs, Kuni recelv-
| ing the prize for the day,

A grass fire al the Mogan lum-
ber yards was confined to a small
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‘Rebekahs At Marcola
Install Officers

MARCOLA—The regular meet-
| ing of Mt. Home Rebekah lodge
was held last week. After the
business session installation of
officers wus held with Nell Price,
deputy president; Ruby Parls,
| grand marshal; Cressie Tilley,
| grand  warden; Berplee Mix,
grand secretary and grand treas-
urer; Myrtle Piozh, grand chap-
lain,

The lodge officers namers are:
Irmhle grand, Nettie Neil; vice-
grand, Nannie Miles; pust noble
| grand, Bessie Rogers; secretary,
| Nellle Garrison: treasurer, Rena
| Jones; warden, Nell Price; con-
ductor, Ruby Parls; inside guard-
fan, Bertha Ruthven; outside
guardian, Bernice Mix; right
support to noble grand, Minnie
Fischer;, left support to noble
| grand, Stella Freeman; right sup-
port for vice grand, Maude Niver;
left support for wvice-grand,
Muude Wright; musician, Pearl
Price; chaplain, Bessie Rogers;
after the meetings refrashments

ing will be at the home of Ha-
xel Downing In two weeks,

Mr, and Mrs. Chancy Troxel
have recelved word from their
son Adelbert that he had gone
from Ft. Lewis to Ft. Riley,
Kansas, for training.

Mr. and Mrs. Alford Rummeil
have recelved word that their
son, James Rummell, has been
transferred from Camp Gruber,
Okln., to Camp Barkley, Texas,
and Is in & medical unit.

A

MAPLETON NOTES

MAPLETON — Mr. and Mrs.
Chas, Eubanks have returned from
a irip to Little Rock, Ark. Mrs.
Eubanks returned to her work In
the mill office.

Mr, and Mrs. Jess Richardson
left for San Francisco after spend-
ing a few days with the Tom
Neelya.

Mre, Fred Holman and children
have arrived from Eurcka, Calif,
to spend the rest of the summer
with her parents, the H. E. Reeds.

Mr. and Mrs. Willlam Brown
snd son have returned to Alaska
efter a vacation with Mr. Brown's
mother and sister,

Fenton McLellan and Henry

| were served by Maude Niver and
Maude Wright.
| 'The Royal WNeighbor
week In the LOOF, hall. Two
new members were taken in by
transfer from s Washington lodge.

The Friendly Sewing club met

held its regular meeling the past|

Ohlson are building a new home
for Mr, and Mrs. Keith Johnson,

lodge | having started work this week.

Sgt. Chas Brill was visiting
friends In Mapleton. He is home
on furlough frem England.

Miss Florence Camp ls home
after attending summer school al

area Satufday night by the Eu- at the home of Minnie Fischer, Muanmouth,

gene fire department, and no dam-
''nge was done, station reports sald.

Thursday afterncon. Dessert was
| served to ten. The next meet-

W. R. Jobes 18 painting the Lor-
ence Jensen residence,

Chapter

Two of the

re-entiers

An Important part of the

fall story + « « braid. It was the
darling of 1805 « « » it will be
a pet of 1945, Braid encrusts

some of our smartest sults

Fall Story

fashion picture-

the

days and know that no one has|
ever been injured through me.”
| Mr, Zimmerman has never had a

W, C. Land received word |
Thursday that his nephew, Sgi.|
Doriald L, Land, son of Mr, and |

convention they took a swing eustl
through Niagara Falls to New
York and Washington, D.C,, re-

and coats to add the dressy

fital crossing accldent, a record

ERMANEK 'S that, not many engineers on any turning to Oregon by way of New Mrs. Lee Land of Dansmuir, touck fashion decrees
road can claim Orleans and Los Angeles | Calif., was missing in ucl.‘.on.|
| Y [ 4 Sgt. Land left the states on a

ARRIVALS

FOR FALL . ..

|

He was burn at Aurors, the son
of Christian and Katherine Zim-
merman who crossed the plains
with an ox team, At about 20,
young Jim Zimmerman went to
Southern Pacific snd made his
work as & student fireman for the
first pay trip out of Roseburg Dec.

21, 1889. Promotion was rapid and |

he became an engineer in 1908,
"Bang!"

Most engineers, llke old sol-
diers, hove seen violence and spec-
tacular destruction, and If they
cun be persuaded to talk about It
the stories are well worth writing,
It happens that Jullus Zimmerman

was perhaps the only eye witness |
of a famous catastrophe—the ex- |
plosion of two freight-carloads of |

dynamite,
It happened In
creek canyon. He was fireman on

| an eastbound freight, Ashland to

Roseburg. (On the Southern Pa-
cifie, eastbound amlways means

| away from San Francisco and

1801 tn Cow|

| The Zimmermans belong to the |

B. of L.E. and auxiliary, One son, i
Donald, is in the army alrforce,
ferrylng command, Another, Ken«
neth, Is in naval amphibious forces
and is now thought t> be at Sai-
pan,

At the station when Zimmerman
brought the Oregonian in on his
last run, the usual crowd of well-
| wishers was on hand, many re-|
tired engineers among them, but |
you would never know they were |
well-wishers from the unholy glee
they displayed in “lelling on ol'|
Zim." They beseeched the reporter
to write about the time—

But Engineer Zimmerman sum= !
med It all up as follows: |

“Well, of course we always used |
to carry a blg wad of olly wl,lte1
In the. cab and when two trains
met it was just tdo bad for ong en~ |
gineer or the other., I remember
once I made a beautiful, direct
hit—the guy had his mouth wide
open, ., , And then thers way the

bomber for England about two
months ago. He is alsothe grand-
son of Mr. and Mrs. B. A, Land
of Creswell and was born and
reared in Creswell,

Seaman 2-¢ Vernon Kerr ar-
rived Friday morning on a five-
day leave from the base at San
Diego, He ls the second son of
Mr. and Mrs, J. T, Kerr,

Contraclors from Eugene are
re-tarring the roof of the high

| school gymnasium this week, *

The regular meeting of the
Dorcas Circle of the Methodist
chureh will be held Wednesdsy,
Aug. 2 at the home of Mrs. R,
W. Stone with Mrs, Frank Sly
and Mrs. H. A, Howe ssslsting
hostesses.

The Sisterhood of the Christlan
church = will meet. Wednesday
afterncon, Aug. 1 at the home
of Mre. Lena Wilson. Birthday
of the third quarter will be ob-
servad,

Mrs, E. O. Smith returned

|

(to be continued)

| westbound means toward San
| Francisco regardless of the actual |
| direction.) It was a 26-car train

and the dynamite cars were llthi
| and 14th from the engine,

time somebody stole my socks and
I HAD to take my train out right
away ,..snd thenI.., but of
course they . . .but all that was
kong ago when fellows like me, and

Wednesday evening from a two
weeks vigit with relatives in

Utah.
Py

o 3.1

8 sult, .Ch

marlfé szifec{

7 Frograms of aetive weaman
73 like o smartly tailored,

i3 collection, Sizes 9 4o 44,
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Florence Items

FLORENCE — The Florence
Townsend club No. 1 met in semi-
monthly session the past week at
the Legion home and enjoyed a
socia]l hour featured by potluck
refreshments following the busi-
ness session of the evening, The |
latter featured the reading of an |
opposition editorial to the Little
ownsend bill and resulted In &

Art Strader, and Jess Woodson, |
and August Goettche, and John
Dumphrey, and the Southern Pa-
citie rallroad, were all young and
foolish together Nothing like that

ever happens nowadays, of
courss,” M !

Of course, Mr. Zimmerman, of
course, ’
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