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SEABEES REPAIRING
GLOUCESTER AIRFIELD

ADVANCED ALLIED HEAD-

QUARTERS, New Guinea, Jan. 1
flJ.R) Veteran marine force fan-

ned eut beyond the captured Cap

Bsshe Troops
ITAm 33 FJMes
OS Mislilo-dei-r

By HENRY SHAPIRO
United Press Staff Correspondent

MOSCOW, Jan. 1 (UP) Russian armored columns roll-

ing back the German defense line along a 200-mi- le front west
of Kiev, plunged to within 33 miles of the Polish frontier to-

day and knifed down toward the Rumanian border in a fast-rolli-

offensive that imperiled hundreds of thousands of
n&i troops in the Dnieper bend.

nvas.on qs
LONDON, Jan. 1. (AP) American Flvino

iberators struck at two important nai ballhpnH ntf nlanfa
ear Paris and two airfields in France yesterday, while other
Hied aircraft were pouring a deluee of bombs on thn- French

North oi tne Kiev sanem, rea

TO THE JAPS Mj. Gen. William H. Rupertua, left, commanding; Marine unlta that invaded
Cape Gloucester on New Britain Island, Is shown watching-- a machine gun crew in action daring

the South Pacific His men spell
photo.

army troops tightened their siege
lines around the nazi stronghold
of Vitebsk in White Russia and
cut the last German escape high-
way from that city while inside
the Dnieper bend Gen. Rodio Y.
Malinovsky's 3rd Ukrainian army
extended its bridgehead across the
west bank of the Dnieper river
in the face of stubborn enemy re-

sistance.
On the frozen flatlands west of

Kiev, hive German forces were In
full retreat toward Poland's Bug
river and the Dniester river line.

Soviet armored spearheads were
reported knifing through the Ger-
man lines at a score of points and
disrupting the enemy's rear lines,
but there was no indication that
the nazi withdrawal had turned
into a rout anywhere on the Kiev
front.

' The Soviet 3rd Ukrainian army,
coordinating its attack with Vatu-tin- 's

offensive, lunged westward
from its brideghead on the west
bank of the Dnieper in a ilt

advance that hurled the Germans
from Aleksandrovka, 20 . miles
northwest of Zaporozhe, and
threatened the enemy strongholds
ot Krivoi Rog and NikopoL

On the White Russian front, red
army troops slashed across the
Vitebsk-Orsh- a- highway, leaving
only a single railroad escape; route
open 10 me nazi garrison.

The German escape corridor was
believed to be only about ll --niles
wide, and Russian military t.

?3

and three fighters were lost,
uiaay,

Americans Seize

Strategic Hill

Near Rome Road
ALLIED HEADQUARTERS,

Algiers, Jan. 1 W American
troops of the fifth army seized
three heights overlooking the
Cassino highway, the most im-

portant road to Rome, and the
eighth army is picking its way
through minefields at a mile-a-d-

pace up the Adriatic coast
toward Pescara on the eastern
route, allied headquarters an-
nouncements said today.

British troops, back from a hit
and. run raid behind the German
line north of the Garigliano
river mouth on the western end
of the battle front, reported that
they mopped up a number of
nazi troops, took prisoners and
destroyed an important railway,
and highway bridge.

Gen. Sir Harold 'Alexander's
15th army group headquarters
withheld further details of this
raid of Wednesday night, how-
ever. The destroyed bridge, it
was said, blocked the line of
German retreat to the Appian
Way about a quarter of a mile
north of the river,

The American advance in the
rough mountains placed them two
miles southwest of Vinticuso in
the westward push toward Cas
sino. .

Fierce machine-gu- n fire cover-
ing strong German positions held
the Canadians to a slow pace as
they advanced from a point three
miles north of Ortona and about
eight miles from Cassino to
threaten Rome from the east.

The Germans' desperate delay-
ing tactics were further demon-
strated at San Tommaso, two
miles west of Ortona where al-

lied troops had to fight through
terrific fire from 88 millimeter
guns to regain a height they pre-
viously had seized and then lost.

Bad weather yesterday limited
allied air forces to a few at-

tacks on locomotives motor
truck convoys, supply trains and
gun positions in the battle area.
Three allied planes were miss-

ing from the attacks in which
one locomotive and seven motor
vehicles were destroyed by straf-
ing and German positions bombed
at Formia, Minturno and on the
road north of Guardiagrele in the
eastern sector.

SPAATZ IN LONDON
LONDON, Jan. 1 (U.B Lt. Gen.

Carl A. Spaatz, who will com-
mand all American ' strategic
bombing in Europe, arrived in
London today.

Gloucester air field In northwest-
ern New Britain today while navy
aeabee battalions moved Swiftly
to repair the bomb-batter- air-

dromes in preparatlonfor now
aerial blows against Japan's tot-

tering strongholds in the south-

west Pacific t
. Gen. Douglas MacArthur's
headquarters revealed that the
fighting seabeea moved Into the
Cape Gloucester area Immediately
after the air trips had fallen to
the marines at noon Thursday and
began clearing away the wreckage
caused by weeks of allied bomb-

ing prior to the marine landing
last Sunday.

Reconstruction of the fields
would place allied air power with-
in 275 miles of Rabaul, the main
Japanese air and naval base in
the southwest Pacific theater.

Fve Celebrated Quietly;
Jail Nets One Drunk

Eugene spent a quiet New Year's
eve, with little roistering report-
ed by city or state police. Only
one drunk was lodged in the coun
ty jail, though a few minor street
altercations in the vicinity of the
park lots were reported.

One serious accident occurred,
at 4th and Main streets in Spring-
field, when Ora Bosserman, 248
Main, a pedestrian, was struck by
a car driven by Cleo D. Smigley,
1185 Main street. The accident oc-

curred at 10:05 p. m., and Bosser-
man was brought into a local hos-

pital before midnight, suffering a
serious head injury.

For the most part, although
more cars were in evidence upon
the streets than on the ordinary
night, Eugene folk spent New
Year's eve within doors.

servers indicated the fall of VitebsC
was expected momentarily.
'Fierce fighting also flared up

on the Nevel front, 62 miles above
Vitebsk, where Russian troops
launched an attack in the direction
of Latvia and swept through 60
enemy-occupi- ed towns in the first
day of their offensive.

500 Tons of Meat

TO THE NAZIS Judging from General Eisenhower's choice of these air leaders, Hitler's Fortress
Europe undeniably Is going to be well pulverised from the sky before the big invasion comes. Shown
are, left to right. Air Marshal Sir Arthur Cunningham, British Tactical Air Force; Air Chief Marshal
Sir Arthur Tedder, now deputy commander for Eisenhower in the European invasion setup; Lt Gin. Carl
A. SpaaW, commander of American Strategic Forces over Europe; and MaJ. Gen. Jimmy Doolittle, newlymade commander of the U. S. Eighth Air Force in Britain. (NEA Telephoto) '44 Quotas Set
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plenty of trouble for Japs during

terest. Italy was fascist for 20
years, and since the system was
smashed, the only substitute 4s
allied military government. There's
no present outlook for anything
else.

AMG was not supposed to be
a long-tim- e business, only a stop-
gap. But AMG appears to be
stuck with the job. There is no
intltotiv among the people, even
in the smallest of local affairs
apathy, disillusionment, a shatter-
ed and wretched and hopeless
people that cannot even be term-
ed a "society."

The cumulative effects of mal-
nutrition may contain a very large
portion of the explanation. After
all, the Italians haven't had enough
to eat for at least four years.

But whatever the reason, the
condition remains. If it exists in
Italy, there is every reason to as-

sume that it exists throughout the
low countries, France, the Balkans,
Czechoslovakia, Poland. It prob-
ably exi!Si also, if to a lesser de
gree, in Germany itself. The
naxis have stripped the rest of

benevolent. AMG has a job cut
OUi iur 1 1, hiiu me army wiu not
be through when Germany is
beaten.

War In Brief
By UNITED PRESS

Russia Red arms; sweeps
across northwest Ukraine within
32 miles of old Polish frontier and
tightens grip on Vitebsk In White
Russia.

Italy Americans seize three

hvasion coast, and 29 bombers
n omciai aiiuuuiitcmciii, aiu
Identifying the targets of the

'ortresses and Liberators for the
rst time, an air ministry and

pnited States army communique
aid large formations hit the
am ball bearing factories at
vry and Bois de Colombes near
aris and the airfields at Cha- -

Bernard ana si. jeanrau near Cognac on the west
oast of Trance.
While losing 29 of their num- -

er and three fighters, the Fort.
'less and Liberator gunners shot

own 17 enemy aircraft and their
ccompanying fighters shot down
1 more of the enemy, the com

munique sa.id.

In coordinated operations,
American Marauder and allied
Medium, light and fighter bomb- -

making up a total daylight
orce of perhaps 1,000 planes en

caged in fi year-en- d smash at
hall objectives lost not a single
plane, another communique said.

A German communique said
the "population suffered heavy

Casualties, especially in some
harts of Fans" as a result ot the

tilled blows.
el aerial activity

bjhering In the-ne- w year con
tinued today with a steady pro--

ession of fighters and fighter- -
ombers heading toward the con
sent during the morning.

ooperalion AsketL

By FDR for 1944
WASHINGTON, Jan. 1 m

President Roosevelt asked in a
ew Year's Day statement today

ihat the people pledge coopera--
ion to continue the united

determination to carry on
o final victory In the war.

He asked further their coopera--
!ion behind an international or- -
anization "of all peace-lovi- na--

ions to maintain peace and se--
urity in generators to come."
"Our armed forces," he said,

are gathering for new and great--r
assaults which will bring about

lie downfall of the axis aggress--
rj."
The president added that the

nited nations also are giving at--
ntion to the post-w- ar period to

lombat "disease, malnutrition, un--
mployment, and many other

of economic and social

firms Roosevelt remained In bed
of his physician, Rear

Ross T. Mclntire, as a
measure against a

faction In his attack of grippe.
Admiral Mclntire reported his

was making satisfactorytatient He asked the president
remain quiet over the week- -

nd. Mr. Roosevelt had no fever
his morning.

In his formal statement, the
resident said:

Many of us in the United
itates are observing this first day
t the new year as a day of pray- -

nd reflection- and are consid- -
ing the deeper issues which af-- ct

ns as part of the family of na
ns at a crucial moment In his--
f. It is fitting on this day that
direct our thoughts to the con- -t

of the united nations which
ne into being on another and
nitely bleaker new year's day
years ago.

(Two years ago the united na- -
BSflS were nn Iho Hefnnsivp in ev- -
t part of the world. Today we

a in the offensive. The walls are
nc in remorselessly on our
nies. Our armed forces are
erinff fnr srw . i

ts which will bring about the
nfall of the axis aggressors."

i ....

Isey Wishes Japs

appy New Year
ADMIRAL HALSEY'R HFin.
UAKTERS. South Parifir .T

IU.R) Admiral WHIII.m r
falsey extended his New Year's

greeting to the Japanese tndav.
V j

m a 1844 Pncked full
'

Addrcssins hi. Lm.
11,1 ..." uniii
.uiM-- sa a:

"I nM ' - . . '- oni tununcni mv smith p,.cific rrn. ....it l, .
them an ik... : L

and '

prosperous new year youU so justly deserve."

OCCUPATION OF EUROPE
NEW ALLIED PROBLEM

Attack on Japan

Being Planned

From Aleutians
By UNITED PRESS

Axis propagandists reported to--

aiV Ws"a massing' in Veat
strength in the Aleutians for an
attack on the main Japanese
islands.

The German transocean news
agency broadcast Tokyo dis-

patches saying that feverish pre
parations for a major American
offensive are under way. at Dutch
Harbor, Attu, and Kiska all less
than 3,000 miles from Tokyo.

Transocean said the American
forces included aircraft carriers,
battle cruisers, tanks, paratroop-
ers, and an estimated 1,000 war-plan-

among them many long-ran-

bombers.
The broadcast, based on articles

published in Japanese newspapers,
said about six American divisions,
or 90,000 men, are concentrated
in Alaska and tha,k at least two
"specially coMWc1talM"l aircraft
carriers are in that area.

."Long range aircraft already
are carrying out reconnaissance
flights to the northern Kuriles,"
Transocean said in a broadcast
recorded by U. S. government
monitors. -

"At the same time," It said,
"the Americans are extensively
using the Alaskan highway. Arm-
ament material is piling up at
Dutch Harbor, while masses of
planes, especially bombers, are
being assembled at Dutch Har-
bor, Kojack, Nome, Kiska and
Attu."

Transocean gXiSpoil;anese newspapers
two new airdromes have been
completed on Attu island, which
American forces recaptured last
summer.

The nazi agency also said a
large allied fleet is massing in the
Indian ocean and that greater
nvi acuvuy is Decerning evident
in ine say oi Bengal, apparently
prefacing an allied offensive
against Burma and Malaya.

There was no confirmation of
the enemy reports from allied
sources. ,

FRENCH SHOOT FRO-NA-

LONDON, Jan. 1 WO Gen.
Marion, a Frenchman qacently ap-

pointed departmental prefect for
upper Savoy, was assassinated to-

day in the streets of Annecy, the
Swiss radio reported.

Two German officers accom-

panying him were wounded, one
gravely, the broadcast said.

radio speech. United Press listen-
ers in New York said that His

speech was not like the fiery ones
of old but wss even and flat in de-

livery, without the usual drama-
tic climaxes. They said Goebbels
sounded tired and disillusioned,
almost purely defensive.)

Hitler's proclamation to the
people added almost nothing to
his previous statements, includ-

ing his two warnings to Germans
in November that they faced vic-

tory or- destruction.
"There is nothing new In the

British intention to land in the
west or in the Balkans, or in Nor-
way, Holland or Portugal or some-
where else," Hitler said of inva-
sion prospects.

"However, we have taken Into
careful consideration all possibil-
ities connected with these plans
and the places in question have
been fortified to such a degree

I that our enemies will probably be
more surprised man we when
the invasion comes.

"I speak to the German people
in full confidence that whenever
and whtrever the allies might
make their landing their reception
will bt fitting one. . ,"

recent maneuvers somewhere in
1944. Official V. S. Marine Corps

GOPs, DEMOS AGREE-- ON

PACIFIC OFFENSE
'WASHINGTON, Jan. 1. 0I.R)

'Unanimous acclaim for the pro-

posed 1944 offensive against
Japan was voiced at the capital
today, with republicans and dem-

ocrats joining in applauding Ad-

miral Ernest J. King's pledge that
(the Island empire will face an
all-o- ut assault before the new
year is over.

Typical comment was that of
Sen. Ralph O. Brewster
who said he felt pleased and en-

couraged "as an amateur atrateg- -
1st" to learn of allied plans for the
Asiatic theater.-''i- f

"While I am not disposed to
4uestlon the over-a- ll military
strategy of the war," he declared,
"I have felt for some time, both
from communications reaching
congress and also from the troops
in the field, that there is a tre-

mendous urge toward the Paclfie
situation."

Sen Edwin C. Johnson,
declared that "our navy

has got to point right at Tokyo
and keep right on going until it
gets there."

Three Births Reported
At New Year's Start

First New Year's baby for 1944

reported born in Eugene was a
daughter, to Mr. and Mrs. Edward j

A. Aubin of Marcola, born at 4:42

a. m. Saturday at Saci-s- Heart
hospital.

Two hours later, at 6:43 a. m., a
son was born at the hospital to
Mr. and Mrs. Howard E. Hatfield,
1838 Orchard street, Eugene, and
at 8:45 a. m., another girl was

born, to Mr. and Mrs. Arthur F.
Buss of Siltcoos.

None of the children have been
named as yet according to re-

ports from the local hospital.

luiniy mini iiic ucnuaiis win use
the incident to put before their
own people, and before subjugat-
ed, peoples, a picture of American
chaos and home disorganization,

The result, according to this line
of thought, is that the nazi leaders
will be successful in encouraging
ineir ueuuic iu uuiu uii iiiiuukii;
the rest of the winter. And once
mrougn me winter, n is reaauueu
that they will take new hope and
go on with higher spirits.- -

Thus, It is leared by these
sources that the United States and
its allies face a campaign extend-
ing through the summer and per-

haps into the fall to bring the Ger- -

sity involve great losses in men
mn.....

inrat swiira took the view
that there actually has been no
...ii.. that the railroads have

kept moving battle-boun- d mater--
ial and men. dwindles in lmport--
ance when compared with tne
psychological lift given 'to the
enemy.

By WILLIAM FRYE !

There is not much New Year's
joy in the subject; but allied exi
perience in the occupation of Italy
rates some sober attention because
of its Import for the future. J
- The excitement over the dra-
matic preparations for invasion of
western Europe, the prediction of
General Eisenhower that Ger-
many will be crushed this year-s-uch

things have obscured the
fact, that the army will not be
through with its job when the
nazi armies are defeated.

On the contrary an authorita-
tive estimate is that military oc-

cupation of reconquered Europe
may be necessary for as long as
five years. If the situation in Italy
is a. sample, it will be months or
years before civilian administra-
tors can take over from the army
in most parts of the devastated
continent with even a semblance
of local, native organization. '..

It is difficult for people rela-
tively untouched by the war. such
as the Americans, to realize how
completely bankruDt Dhvsicnllv

Rail Strikes Help German
Propagandists, Official Says

(Editor's Note: The St. Peters-- 1 the sources added,
burg, Fla., Times said today that Now, according to the reasoning
the "informed source" quoted in of these sources, the news that the
the following dispatch is Gen. army had to take over the ge

Ci Marshall, chief of staff. roads must have bucked them up
"Anv cuh reDorter could verify it enormously. Likewise, it is a cer--

Somber Messages Go To Nazis
From Der Fuehrer And Goebbels

PHILADELPHIA, Jan. 1 (U.R)

Workers in 18 meat packing plants
here today dumped an estimated
13,000,000 pounds of meat pro-
ducts into huge vats to be turned
into fat and fertilizer, The action

WASHINGTON, Dec. 31 (U.R)

The war food administration
allocated 17,085,000,000

pounds of meat for civilian con-
sumption in 1944 and estimated
this would provide a per capita
consumption about equal to the
132 pounds consumed this year.

was necessary, meat packers said,
to prevent spoilage of meat or-
dered from cold storage rooms by
the war food administration.

The WFA order was issued, ac-

cording to Peter J. Carroll, area
supervisor of the federal agency,
to free storage space for highly
perishable' foods. Contrary to
statements by meat packers, Car-
roll said the order applied only to
meats that do not spoil without
cold storage,

George A. Casey, president of
the John J. Felin Co., one of the
city's largest meat processors and
chairman of the board of na-

tional independent packers asso-
ciation, said the WFA order was
"ill advised" and said his firm was
destroying for food purposes 200,-0-00

pounds of meat products.
Casey said recent heavy slaught-
ering of hogs had caused an ac-
cumulation of pork products
which could not be preserved
without freezing.

Weather
V. 8. Weather Forecast: Or-

egonRain west of Cascade moun-
tains and below 6000 feet; snow
elsewhere today, tonight, and
Sunday; little change in tem-
perature west part; warmer to-

night east part.
Local Statistic! Minimum tem-

perature, Saturday morning, 42

degrees; maximum temperature,
Friday, 48 degrees; stage of Wil-

lamette river in Eugene at 7 a.
m. Saturday, -- 1.14 feet; precipi-
tation over Friday, .11 of an
Inch.
mi'm.aw mis rm
SatarSa

ittow -
tSrM f:tfa. at.

Urn -- r -

mentally and spiritually th Europe to supply themselves, but
fascist madness and the war have even their loot may not have pro-le- ft

the civilian populations. They tected them entirely,
respect only force, hope for noth- - with that prospect, the only
ing but handouts. government that will be able to

A high official recently return- - prevent anarchy In Europe will be
ed from the Mediterranean de- - government hv fnrp. hmmn

m Washington today," the Times
said.)

WASHINGTON, Jan. 1. (U.B

Informed Washington circles feel
that the mere fact that thf army
had to take over the railroads has

given the Germans a psychological
nil mat win pruiuiia ure wo.
F.ttrnn fnr manv months,

The result, these sources feel,
will be ultimate casualties run-

ning into hundreds of thousands
that otherwise might have been
saved.

The railroad strike threat
which caused President Roosevelt
in fh nrmv to take over

By JOSEPH W. GRIGG
LONDON, Jan. 1.0J.R) Adolf

Hitler and his Propaganda' Minis-
ter Paul Joseph Goebbels in
somber messages to the German
people said that 1943 had 'brought
major setbacks to them and that
they faced, in 1944, "hard and
heavy demands" as Hitler put it

including their defense against
an mijeu invasion vi wamn x.u-

rope. .

They sought to reassure Ger-
mans that the German armies
Were ready to resist an invasion
and Hitler said that he was con-
fident that the expected crisis
would be overcome successfully.

Goebbels said that the British
people would have to get used
again, in 1944, to aerial warfare.
But he did not seem to try to con-
ceal the gravity of the German
situation.

"In the west our very life is en-

dangered," he said. "It is indeed
probable that In the corning year
the war will enter its decisive

scribes the outlook in this respect
o uiauiai. -

leadership, no following for any
icaucr wno migm Try, plus no in- -

,fl n.. j, . .
"sunn ncpuncu

After New Year's Eve

By UNITED PRESS
The nation's New Year's holi-

day celebration today had taken
at least 38 lives.

Traffic accidents accounted for
29 deaths, Illinois led all states
with 10 traffic fatalities. Califor- -

the lines came just as the nazis mans to the point of uncondition-an-

their statellites must have al surrender. And such a cam

wn heoriino into the most des- - paign, it is agreed, will of neces-

perate part of the winter, these
sources pointed out.

Th. constant bombings, wim:
n. ell after another battered to

tna m ni nr flestrucuon: mw
. - : . ,u mid'senueni aisorKanizauuu. m.c v.

.u. i -- ii .hot. muet have
. v.: : .v,m m h no nt
where it was questionable that
they could hold out much longer,

nia was next with five, followed heigrts overlooking road to Rome
by Pennsylvania with three. j and Canadians gain another mile

California tied Illinois with ten along Adriatic coast -
- --

death, by violence-fi- ve traffic PlfteMllri fln out b,.fatalities, two murders, two sui-- 1 wona captured Cape Gloucester
cides. and one airplane crash. , air fields in New Britain,

phase."
(Hitler made his statements in

the form of two proclamations,
one to the people and one to the
army. Goebbels mad hit in a

i


