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“Then perhaps it will make it
easler, Phil sald slowly, “if T
told you that he loved you with
all the strength of his being. But
he thought there was something
keeping you apart—"

Her volce cams on a whisper.
“How—how do you know?"

“He spoke to me about it that
last day, We were alone for a
moment at Evalyn's, you remem-
ber, widle you and she went up-
stairs together to get your wraps.
He sald, Phil—it anything ghould
happen to me, you'll look out for
Diana, won't you? I've discovered
that I love her very much, but
I won't say anything until I re-
furn, It wouldn't be fair to her,'"

“But Evalyn—it was Evalyn he
loved—alwayal™

Phil spoke with qulet convie-
tion. “Loving Evalyn is like wor-
shiping a dim, far-off status,
You're flesh and blood, Diana—a
mean could not live in the same
house with you long and resist
you!"

LI

SHE was too precccupied to think

Phil might be also speaking
for himself, She stared straight
at the road before her until it
became blurred with her tears.
Then she began to wesp quietly,
as if the sobs were coming from
her very soul, She cried for a
long time and Phil was silent,
busy with his driving and his own
brooding thoughts, At last she
lald her hand on his arm. She was
smiling through her tears,

"Thanks for telling me that,
Pnil”* she seid. “And now—I
shall never stop waiting for him
to come backl™

A litile later Phil left her at
the door, drove off wondering.
Diana geemed so sure that Ste-
phen was alive. And yet, the evi-
dence of his death was so con~
cluslve—conclusive enough to sat-
isfy sn insurance company!

In the hallway Larkin told
Diana that Adela was waiting to
see her In the drawing room,
Diana drew a deep breath, Well,
it was inevitable, of course, She
and Adela must have an under-
standing. But she had hoped it
might be delayed a little longer.

Adela wa: pacing nervously
back snd forth before the fire,
while Aunt Christis cccupled the
big, white leather chair, Richard
Thorpe's profila was clear-cut
against the darkening window. So
Aunt Christle knew and spproved
of Adela's affair with Richard.
She was the type who would,
Diana reflected scornfully.

Ever since the night she had
visited Richard's hunting lodge in

search of Adela, she had sensed
in him a mounting intensity of
dislike, born of the fact that he
had revealed Diana's attraction
for him only to be coldly rebuffed.
Such repuision his ego could not
tolerate and g0 his desire to hurt
Diana had played eagerly into
Adela's hands,

"You wanted to see me, Adela?"

Three pairs of hostile eyes
ralsed to meet hers. Adela came
forward, trembling a littls,

“Yes. We all know the arrange-
ment my brother made with you
sbout becoming his wife. We
know the merriage was a farcs
from beginning to end. And now
we want to know when you are
leaving this house"
Diana took a deep breath and
steadied herself, “I'm not leav-
Ing," she sald quite clearly. “'Ste-
phen asked me to carry on until
his return—and that's exactly
what I'm going to dol"
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HE awakened esrly ons mom-
ing, just as dawn was

fingers of light into her bedroom,
Outside the mists of night had not
entirely dissolved. She arose and
went to kneel at the open win-
dow, looking out into the garden.
Great waves of fog swept back
as if by an unseen hand, and a
faint pinkmess in the east gave
assurance of a bright, new day.
Diana felt a great peace descend
upon her, as if for a moment out
of eternity all thought and time
was arrested while she knelt thera
and drank in the promise of the
dawm.

And then Stephen's volce, ms
clear gs she had ever heard it
spoke quietly and tenderly, “Di-
ana, my beloved—we shall soon
be together sgain-—in just a litile
while—"

Trembling, the tears streaming
down her face, lifted entirely out
of herself, ehe rose and, as com-
plete joy flooded her being, she
found herself in the hallway,
knocking frantlcally at Adela's
door, calling: “Adels! Adelal
Please come—"

Adela opened the door to stare

%‘-‘F‘f. OLWE, THE JEER q
| NT JONES AN ME FREM) |
QSLAR—

Sou F&n TALKING TO L
WELLINGTOMN UANMPY, OF

MY FR DO You

A LONG LINE OF WIMPYS,
ALSO DIRECTLY DE=-
SCENDED FROM

SAY, x-2 1
HERE COMES
A 8oar!

SCHOONER, BiLL [

S05 ! ~TELL NANCY
-TO GET READY J¢

LIKE THE LOOKS
OF THESE

Any croxs Il sroo mmmo)
s/

. IN THE wERE Spies!

in t. "“What's happ Ar

You look as i you'd seen—"

“Stephen spoke to me—there in
my room! Oh, you must belleve
me, Please believe I'm telling the
truth! He's alive, Adelal Oh, be
glad with me! I know {t surely.
He sald, ‘Dians, my beloved—in
just a little while—""

She was surprised at Adela's
gentleness, "It was a dream,
Diana—nothing mere. I'm sorTy.
Come, let me take you back to

bed.”
(To Be Contlnued)
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