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Mackenzie Sees Possible

Catastrophe for Italians

By DEWITT MACKENZIE

The British victory over the
Ttalians at the desert station of
Sidi Barrani conlinued to swell
rapidly todey and, while in itself

it doesn't constitule a

the fascists, the lack of resisiance

may portend a8 major

for Mussolini's dream of empire
and control of the Mediterranean.
of prisoners
passed a score of thousands and
mounted toward the total of dou-
ble that number which British
Premier. Churchill indicated might
be caught in the trap.

The toll

Meanwhile the "ot

troops were falling back toward

their home grounds in

withdrawal was made necessary
by the loss of their main base at
Sidi Barrani, and by the threat
fhat (heir line of communications
might be severed. The retreating
forces were being harassed by the
guns on British warships close to
coastal military highway, and by

warplanes,

1t is too early to estimate the
possible scope of the British of-|
They have made a bril-

fensive,
liant start, but much

on their ability to capitalize this
achlevement and carry the war to
the fascist commander in his own

Libyan strongheld.

* Marshal Grazianl would seem to

be facing three possib

which, if they exist, are most seri-

ous, They are:

1. Shortage of zupplies of all
owing to the virtual sever-

sorls,
anee of his communi

Ttaly by the British blockade.
2, Lowering of the morale of his

troops due to inactiv

same need of essential supplies,
3, Lack of sufficient

planes, owing ta the

imposed  on Italy now from Al-
bania and ‘other fronts.

The question of air
the ulmost

the British in Egypt

the question of whether they are|

able to invade Libya

on air supremacy, since all move-
ments of troops and
on the unprotected desert are vul-

nerable to air attack,

Marshal Graziani Invaded Egypt
from Libya September 14 with a

tanfare' from Rome.

Sidi Barrani after a herolc forced
in. which his troops en-

mirch

dured the terrific desert heat (the
soil temperatire often hits 175 de-

grees fahrenheit)

sandstorms  on

importance
fortheoming operations.

and
ghort rations of
water, which is worth more than

disaster for| Why?

catastrophe
equipped mechanically,

early

her Roman

TLibya. This

and on motor transport.

way to motorized units,

won't

llquld pearls in this sun-score!

region. Having uhtwm-thss a:?-
marshal
hmt?:l: down and has waited three

He had a force far su-
perior numerically (and still has) | ==+
1o that of the British. He is well

Ing to renurt Mussolini was urging
the commander to continue his
drive for the Suez canal and im.
perial glory, but the marshal re-
fused,

I believe the answer is that
Grazlanl was short of supplies and
wouldn't venture farther Into the
killing desert wasta without them,
He is largely dependent on auto-
blindi—a type of armored char—

turesque camel transport which 1 |
saw used so much in desert fight-,
ing in the World war has given|

Now a camel can go without a
drink for many days, but motors
riin without gas and oll, | .
Graziani may easily be ghort of | WILL, T
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