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Marian rented the apartment, It
was on the second floor of the old
house, A living room, kilchen, two
bedrooms, one large and one tiny,
a shining new bath, It was fur-
nished comfortably, the entire
house had a home-like atmos-
phere, the landlady was comfor-
tably stout, After buying sup-
plies, Marian went for the baby.
She had a satisfled feeling that
they had come home,

She hurried through the week,
adding little touches to the rooms,
cooking, planning, thinking of
Dan, He'd ke a lamp beside that
big chalr, There must be ash
trays and matches, Dan waz al-
waya out of matehes,

Perhaps he would never live in
the pleasant home, but he would
be there, he'd come to see them.
She and Glad were Dan’s family.
Although he did not want to live
with them, they were there to
siay, Dan's little girl must grow
up near her father, she must know
her father,
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Saturday mormning Marian called
Dan's hotel. Dan had said that he
wag settled in a pleasamt room in
the Heathman hotel Sha knew
he would not be there at that hour,
had planned to leave her telephone
number, The hotel elerk told her
where she might reach Mr, Hark-
ness—his office. Dan with an
office—?

Mouth dry, hands shaking, Mar-
ian called Dan's office, When he
answered, she sald, “This is Mar-
{an, Dan."

“Mariah—" There was joy and
almost fearful disbellef in the ex-
| clamation, When he spoke again
{his wolee was cool, controlled.
“Where are you, Marian?"

She gave him the »sddress,
“Have you plans for tomorrow,
Dan?"

“I expected to spend the day
alone.”

“Then—will you have dinner
with me?” Would he say that he
would come right then? He did
not,

He sald, T shall be delighted.
What time?" He might have been
any man accepting any woman's
Invitation.

“One o'clock?

“T'll be thers.”
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to bed at 12. Glad was not to be
used as a lever, Possibly, but only
&5 B |ast resort. She roasled a
stuall turkey, cooked Dan's faver-
llli vegetables, and made a mince
ple,

At 15 minutes before one she
was walting for him, feminine and
desirable, in a simple frock, hair
n dark swirl, eves wide and fath
omless,

He knocked and Marian opened
the door. She stood looking at
him. Her lips smiled, her eyes
smiled, she held out both hands.

“Dan—"

He took her hands, “It's good to
58 you Marian—good.” His veice
was husky, repressed. He did not
kiss her,

They talked a few minutes,
skimming the surface, then she
served the dinner, the table set
in an old-fashloned bay window.
Dan's eyes kept straying to her
vivid face, puzzled,

“You've changed, Glad," he
said. He'd called her Glad. Such
a little thing, bul so much., Her
heart sang.

“I'm going to be honest with
you, Dan,” she said seriowsly,
“Listen to me. When I've finished
you shall say how it will ba with
us, When you went away I
learned how very much I loved
you." Tears misted her eyes and
he leaned acrots the table to lay
his hands over hers. That made it
easier.

“T quit my job the last of Jan-
uary. I've been lsarning to be a
home-maker and—and I've lived
on your money, Dan"

“l didn't know—1 should have
sent more"

“It was fun, making ends meet.
Oh, Dan, I've tried so hard to
make myseld worthy of you. Will
you—ecan you—give me another

chance?"
He rose, drawing her Into his
arms, “Darling—darling—" he

whispered, He kissed her lips and
the little hollow in her throat.
- . L]

It was an hour later, they were
sitting in one big chair as they
had so often done, that Dan told
her about his work. “I've found
myself, Glad. I'm branch manager
for the Coast. You won't have to
serlmp and drudge."”

“But I want to—for you"

He kissed her lingeringly., “1
have a nice salary, my bonus will
be severa] thousand this year—."

Marian got quickly to her feet,
Her cheeks were crimson, she
spoke breathlessly, "I have a
bonus for you, Dan. It's the bonua
I earned.”

She ran to the bedroom. The
baby looked up at her, alespy-
ayed. Marian caught her up and
went to the door. A beautitul,
radiant woman and her child.

“Do you like her, Dan? She's
yours—and mine."

He sprang to his feet. In three
long strides he crossed the room.
“You—you didn't b her—"

Marian laughed. “No, I didn't
buy her, Look at your own red
hair on her funny little head and
be sure. I knew about her when
you went away."

Gently, he took them beth In
hs arms. “Oh, my dear—my
dear—."

Later, Dan was sitting In the
big chair, holding the baby care-
fully, Marian knelt st his knee,
She said, "Do you know what I
tell her every day? I , "Woman,
when you grow up and get mar-
ried, let your husband take care
of you. If the going gels tough,

you sit tight. He'll aee you
through.' That's what I tell her
aver day, Dan."

Dan leaned forward, putting his
blg arm around her. “I'm a lucky
guy,” he murmured. “Two Glads
to be glad sbout” 4

The End)
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WILLAGILLESPIE, Aug, 21—
(Special)—Mr. and Mrs, E, L, Cox
and children Vieginia, Jimmy and
Robert, Mr. and Mrs. Boehm and
children, Marjorle, Bobby and
Loren, Mr, and Mrs, Armold of
Corvallis, Mr. and Mra. Attwood
and children Eleanor, and Wayne,
and Mrs, Gene Attwood and chil-
dren Dorothy Jean and Merle of
San Francisco, Cal, spent Sunday
at Crater Lake.

Mr. and Mra, Fred Hunzicker
and Mr, and Mrs, Fred Kannen-
burg of Wausau, Wisconain, ar-
rived Sunday at the E. J. Koplin
home for an ndefinite stay.

—_

NO DRAFT FOR THEM
LINCOLN. — Six membars of

Nebraska's football team are mar-

ried. They are Harry Hopp, Royal

and Bob Kahler, Henry Rohn,

g.oy Petsch, and Clarence Hern-
on.
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il LIANS descend a bomb-marked stalrway beside an unideati-
0 near Londan after alr raid by German planes.
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Stranger's Return
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