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et an Sa that In this Oregon. vote, the
“initiative Is turning upon its best friend:

and biting them." Tt would be a pn.-1 law

indeed, if i didn’t work “both was

But the overwhelming vote for a measure
which no legislature could huve been per
suaded to pass in the face of group pres-
sures would seem to prove, not weshkness in
the plan, hut its essentisl vitality, If the 1.
R. & R, were useful thirty years ago to freec
legislation from the control of political and
financial gangs, they still are useful to check-
mate the presture proups when they be-
come too bold, Fair play can still be found
with the people

We doubt if the people of Oregon or any
other state would give up the 1L R & R
True. we have lost some of the illusions of
thirty years ago, We know that the 1. R.
& R, can be misused. Direct legislation by
the peaple is plagued with every stupid and
crooked practice known to  legislative  as-

semblies.

Every year sees a whole flock of petitions
put into circulation which have no other
purpose than the “shakedown™ of whatever
interests may find it cheaper to buy off the
petition pushers than to fight through a
state-wide election. Ewvery year sees a full
crop of honest but “erack-pot” measures
which get on the ballot to bedevil the voters
It is often difficult for Oregon voters to dis-
tinguish the few worthy measures from the
had ones,

But the main '['IT'IJI"I‘ is that the voters do
somehow manage to mike pretiy intelligent
decisions on measures. -\:ni whatever the
hazards in direct popular legislation we
would not surrender the privilkege. The
people can and do rise in wrath upon oceca-
gion.

There s reason to hope that as Oregon
grows older and we become more settled in
our habits we will see less abuse of the 1.
R. & R, The best law making is done by
legislatures. They alone have the time and
means to study intricate public problems
When legislatures do their duty there is
little need for the I, R, & R.

But when legislatures fail, as they have
in the past and will in the future, there is
salvation in this power which is reserved to
the people—to initiate, to refer, or to recall.
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AN EDITORIAL ON HEALTH

weting of the Pastime

By DR. MORRIS FISHBEIN
Editor, Journal of the American Medical Assocl-
ation. and of Hygein, the Health Magazine
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HOSPITALITY CLUB BENEFIT WILL BE ON THURgy;

Guest Day for ‘.f*.n.—.ﬂal L

Club Event of
Monday Afternoon

ME\IBERS of Home Selence club
were hostesses for & guest day

tea on Monday aftérncon at the
home of Mrs. Wayne L. Morze,
about fifty attending.

For the program, Miss Ethel
Sawyer gave a reading.

For the tea, Mrs. F. X. Schaef-
ers and Mrs. Walter P, Fell poured.

The committee in charge for the
afterncon were Mrs, Fred E, Smith,
Mrs, M. C. Harrls, Mrs. Walter P.|
Fell, Mrs. A. F. Rapp, Mrs, James | © -
H. Gilbert, Mrs. R. T. Burnett. | v
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one o'clock |  Cut steak in gerving pleces. .\-lel mothers' club meets with Mrs. | paper” by Hazel Stephenson; “The
Radio," by Vesta Coke; and “The
Wednesday Movies," by Dorothy Metzger, Miss

All-dny meeting of Women's | Lucy Norton gave a talk on the
guild of St. Mary's Eplscopnl | "Institute for Propaganda Annly-
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