e 21, 1038

THE REGISTER-GUARD, EUGENE, OREGON

Seovewn

ferofl-listoric White House Interviews
Releasfi By Rooseveltfor Publicto See

YLE C. WILSON
gy LYLE C until Francis M. Stephenson, o
igd Press Staff Cnnmnd&l}; of tha reporters regulsrly ass:gf:
F&_&EKFSG;» "‘I:’:gg:;;&’ s ed to the White House, said:
dpnt Ro0S “Do v
'a'ff»{;::: {s silly" to alguullor: on/the };;Agire to comment ‘any
she nation would resort| -

peiher the nation i Well, Steve, replied  Mr,
iy priating Press currency Infla-| pooeavelt it you insist. That's

R kat another ques- | 5
e SURR® i ellow at this holr of the morn-
asik whether heling 5uuh out of bad, . ,

=t sholllc A& 5
1t sopped tiekling his grand-| " Anq ik that Introduction, Mr,

r's feet. . . . | Roosevelt ripped into the su-
A presidential cold was nttrih-;-pmm court's decision, psserting

lp tlkiag too mf::ﬁ_;- My, | D8t it had stipped the federal
Tat .l'.r:E’ w-nl“ R 'ol ﬁce-ignvemment of national authority
gooseviit sat ot thesprel in both economic and soclal flelds,
i and f--ﬁ o gy m“!nlthal. it had deprived a closely
st the rhn;;ﬂ }: o a rme] integrated, industrial nation of
o country _ﬂ'- ot ¢ thel the advantage of federal control
o bugy” Interpretation o over such sctivities as agriculture,
mesiiution « v o mining, manufacturing and con-
Apin gravely serious the ‘P“": struction. He spoke for an hour
et 3ld. th!" Bg"immgg t":“.'md & half, warning the nation
b eould T-'—icsrha! ;,h: wu:laltthroush Its newspapers that the
mb&nki:_—- i Y.ﬂ | Issue raiged wag one that had to
mm'::ﬂ-u-wi e WINEET | he settled and that five or ten
o Ieplvency. . - - i
“-._-;: admmlstrulmn]i;l ‘lilke a if::tr:“.mllh! be Tequired to ad-
potbell tesm, he explained. . . .|" ‘Thep, the second thing, is ‘off
Those  Are f‘“;d':;"lh e:tcerpl! the record’ Informnlirm‘- which
by the text l: er °t "i"‘g means, of course, confidential in-
cted 'p!!il‘ con t_'il'fﬂf-'e material | formation which is given only to
wiased by the white house 1o-lthoss who attend the conference.
iy to thow mewspaper readersi] want to ask you not to repeat
sy gome of the most important |this ‘off the record' confidential
s of povernment is made. information either to your own
Papers Released editors or to your associates who
mited by the white house, fare not here; because there is al-
ge 15,000 words of textual ma-|ways danger x ¥ x the other party
yitl comprises  excerpts  from |may use it in a story. In other
wafrences  eelocted from Jmore | words, it is only for thoss present.”
din 300 held during the first| The president: “I will tell you
fur years of the Roosevell ad- off the record about the problem.
siniitration. It is an old story. So much of the
T material was distributed | legislation we have had this spring
iwe pewspaper publication in con-|is of a deflationary character, in
ity with @ promiie made :)h:‘aer:et;hatﬂit luctks up mo?l:'}-.
1, i bf tha resident to reven e ow of money, at
:f_"!e :E:‘m :oporu'li']; that if his|we are faced with the problem of
wes conference transcripts ever |Of{-setting that in some way. I
v made public they would [Wwould not zay ‘inflation of the
have fired i
o the press conference motes was |NECESSAry meaning. You see, upon
wesied 1o morning papers and the cl:.;lng ?1!!' the ban:s!;fla l?tllll
5 3 away somewhere aroun r bil-
E, mr:’:t?md” to evening papers | 3“ dn];',:;!' 1t t‘;.u probably losk-
iR . ed up befare, but people did not
"E:.s.a_.i_.,: in.the mle"lf.d CON" | know {t. Now it is rI‘ﬂ':'kne(! up, and
rences fs the famous “horse- Te know it. That is deflsti
pi-bugry” utterance of May 31, |PEORIS now St Thnt s e aon-
. : ary. The effect of cutting very
3 when Mr. Roosevelt replied | iy "5 pillion dollars off the
u"'i:t !l-lr!f"r'm' "‘l‘lm ":E“i'j’ém "‘“I government payroll (neluding the
JEcking the national ustrlal | Coterans' cuts, cutting down of de-
ey r:f' ]“"5 f‘-"m“‘”' 100, | sartments and cutting off 15 per
Rl orens confooence tochnioe cent af employees' pay—it would
"'vrsa: is bli-en news"'r" mﬁr D e Tt
B 1 : ‘ |a billion dallars but very near that
Rosevelt smilingly inquired on|_means that much loss in the flow
et occasion when upwards of |of money. That is deflationary.
!:?. reporters  crowded into his |Now on the other side of the pic-
e |ture we have CCC giving employ-
That's what we wanl," one of 'ment ta about 250,000 people in the
by pudisnce replied, |fnr¢na en works of various kinds.
There was brief give.and-take That (s only $250,000,000 as an
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an awiful thing to put up to a|

fghts to them, Half| currency,' because that is not the|

offset. Then there ix $500,000,000
#s an offset on direct relief 1o the
states. That means we have not
yet caught up with the deflation
we already have caused, There-
fore, of course, we are Eoing to
talk about methods 1n give people
work or to raise commodity prices
which would—"
| Question Not Solved

“It is not right or left—it is &
| Question for national decision on a
very important problem of gov-
ernment. We are the only nation
|in the world that has not solyed
Lhatﬁproblem. We thought we were
solving it, and now |t has been
thrown right back in our faces. We |
Have been relegated to the horse-
and-buggy definition of the inter-
state commerce.”

B\_;f. press conferences usually
are in an easler, less strained vein,

Here is the first few minutes of
the conference on April 7, 1933:
| The president: (as reporters en-
tered his office) I understand that
in some mysterious and subter-
ranean way you got the suggestion
that Frank Murphy is going as
governor to the Philippines. 1
Eucss you are right.

Question: Frank Murphy of De-
troit?

The president: "Yes, mayor of
Detrolt.™

Q. “When will he go?"

The president: “1 don't think 1
have sent the nomination yet. It
will go up Monday."

Q. "Have you been able to cash
that first pay check?™

The president: “Yes, T cashed it
|and T am sending back my 15 per
| cent.”™

Q. “What was that?"

The: president: "Dollars—$843.-
75. And I also am sending my dues
| to the national press club,”
| Q “That Is your first month’s
pay, is 12"

The president: “Up to the first
of April."

Q. "Weuld you lUke o make
some comment on the effect on
employment by reason of the pro-
duction of beer?"

The president: “Nothing. Maybe
later on this evening, I may."”

Q. "How many cases have you
gotten thus far?”

The president: “T can't say any-
thing on the record, except entire-
ly off the record. But all reports
we are getting in is that the sctual
employment that has resulted
from the manufacture of beer is
bigger than the estimate—"

Q. "I want to thank you for
sending the beer to the presa club.”

The president;: “It got here all
right? Fine"

From there the conference went
|10 currency matters,
| Q. "Might we have an expres-
sion from vou that there in no dis-
| position on the part of the admin-
|istration o inflate the currency it-
|self. T mean te print currencey ina
| other than heas been

Tdon't care if it 15 contempt o' court! I'm not gonna serve
w90 days and wash the dishes, too.”
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P32 always leaves the room when the crime and mystery hour
e nerves won't stand "

done?"

The president: “What do you
mean, start the printing presses?”

Q. “Yer"

The presideni: “Off the record,
we are not going to start the print-
ing presses, that s sllly.”

Mr. Roosevelt inaugurated his
press conference on March 8, 1033
with announcement thst he had
sbolished the Harding, Coolidge
and Hoover administrations rules
that written questions must be
submitted in advanes.

“T am told that what T am going
to do will become impossible,” Mr.
Roaosevelt said, “but I'm going to
try it

And he still is golng strong on
that particular policy, meeting
newspaper reporters in his office
twice weekly with a standing invi-
tation that they may fire questions
at will. But Mr. Reosavelt impesed
soms tules, He sald on March 8
that he would mnot answer “if"
questions.

Newspaper reporters who at-
tend conferances are famillar now
with his instant reply, “that is
iffv," to a question which Is predi-

He explained in that first press
confe:ptnca that there would be
many questions he could not an-
swer for lack of knowledge. All
|quoted material would be fur-
nished by the White House in
written form. The informatien,
unless restricted could be atirib-
uted to the president although he
was not to be direetly quated.
“Then there sre two other mat-
ters we will talk ahout," he con-
tinued, “The first is ‘background
informatien,’ which means mater-
ia] which can be used by all of
vour on your own authority and re- |
sponsibility, not to be attributed |
i the White House, because 1|
don't want to revive the Ananias|
club."
]Q. iThe farm bill would de IL."
The President: “The farm bill
would do it, of course, because it
will raise commodity prices. The
tarm mortgage bill and the home

cated on some future development. |'

credit bill will help because they
will cut down the debt obligations |
of {he small, individual family man |
—the home man'

Q. “Lower rentals—"

The President: “But the ques-|
tion is whether all those things |
are really inflationary, They are,
M'L‘Eflu Mr. Roosevell could Joke |
about inflation, too, as he proved
in a later press conference that

ring: .
mThE President: “What is the
news?™ )

Q. “There has been some talk
again  absul inflation I doen't
wnow—"

I;r'l'l!p President: “How de you de-

e inflation™
’mQ, “[ don't know what it 1.7

The President; “Neither do I. ]
have gotten to the point where
even @ cigaretie tastes bad.”

Q. “That is & sign of a cold™
l The President: "Yes, it certalnly
i
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