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HE blast fhat rocked e U, S

battleship Maine in Havana
harbor, snuffing out 267 lives 38
years ago, still reverberates
through the pages of American
| history. Here was a major naval
disaster that has defled satisfac-

tory explanation

Ordered, early In 1888, to pro-
tect the lives of American citizens
in Cuba, which was then em-
brofled in a elvil war with Spain,
the Maine was anchored a! Buoy
No. 4, Havana., Suddenly, at 0:40
o'clock on the night of Feb. 15,
the great ship lurched high into
the air, tossed sidewise and set-
lled back into the water, aflame.

Only 42 were saved uninjured.

The next morning American
newspapers streamered the story

from coast to ems! and the nation

took up the cry "Remember the

Maine.” Actually,
American War “ns lat c!'nd on
thet date, although technically,

| President McKinley "did not. send

his war message to Congress un-
tl April 11, On April 20, war was

But today the sinking of the
Maine remains a major mystery.
Whether the explosion was a de-
liberate act of the Spanish, was an
accident or an act of a Cuban ine
wurrecto, eager to embroil Spaln

| In war with the United States, has

never been determined. A rove
snue stamp issued in 1808 pictures
the Maine.

U. 5. Revenua
1808 Issuo
Three-Eighths Cent
Orange
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