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T'HE Northwest Territory, that
now is Ohio, Indiana, Michi-

gan, Illinois, Wisconsin and that
part of Minnesota east of the Mis-

sissippi, came into possession of
a group of ambitious pioneers
through the first
lobbying that the new Congress
of the United States ever faced.

The capital was still New York,
when several officers of the Amer-
ican Revolution, led by Brig. Gen.
Rufus Putnam, founded the Ohio
Company of Associates, and sent
the Rev. Dr. Manassch Cutler to
obtain the release of w;tern
lands. As a result of his smooth
and efficient lobbying, Dr. Cutler
obtained the passage of the North-
west Ordinance of 1787, by which
the Ohio Company obtained near-

ly 5.000.000 acres of land for
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about $450,000 in specie, whicn
they had bought at 10 cents on the
dollar. Thus the land cost them
less than 1 cent an acre!

General Putnam led the first
party into the new territory and
founded Marietta. Ohio. Both his
portrait and that of Dr. Cutler
flank a map of the Northwest
Territory on the new stamp Just
issued in commemoration of this
event.
(Copirh. 1337. NETA Barvie Inc.)
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