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I'd rather "WMI," Coral said slow, v. "tou mn
k'"!'. ..'wit." He .tepped fls well know the truth, I guvsa. My
'fhr hreifni"1 and aoroe-he- r

into adding. "Toil
miner uoe owe Hoyt s dad a

sum ot nuuoy. and Hoyt ha?
a'ways said that if I didn't marry him
be'd make his father call in that loan.

K,r," effort anyway, Ion
llUd already."

Ihinktaf of wh.at ah. bad

F?. ..eouencea of her worda
I'll admit he had me badly frightened,
but tt tell you the truth, the more I
think about it, the harder it is for me

I THIMBLE fitarrlna nAnmrn .

rn..id'a arm and left the
L i'r heart .initB- Nothine mat--

n.,id had foriiyen her!

,tW "ld conquer anythintl
. ', on the morning

to believe that Mr. Marquis rould be
influenced in such a matter by bii
son's selfish desire for revenge."

Denna yawned. ''Maybe you're right.
Time will tell. But dutn't Hoyt sty
anything to you last night Rrout an-

other little plan he has up his aleev?,
nil set to pull if you don't play the
same by his rules?"

P-- m .ha reriewed the
r".".!. l.ht befor. with a

fcV;M that .0 much could
r .j .ch a ahort period
""IP. v.j i.imrr. alio, to con- -
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Coral looked at her. startled.
plan? TVhnt other? What are

you tnlking about?"
"Nothing, nothing at all," Donna

said hastily.
Coral lost her temper. ''Donna, I

sometimes think that you tell me
thin like this just to make trouble.
You'd like nothing letter than to
reak up my marriage and cause Hoyt

to do gome rash thing to hurt us all.
I can't make up my mind whether
you're telling the truth about all this
business or just tnlking to get me
excited. What is it?'

Donna sat up very straight. "I'm
telling the truth all right. I wouldn't
Ixthtr to make up things to se you
tn,uirra when I have so much fact at
try fingertips."

Cural walked across the room to
tne bed and put her hands on Donna's
shoulders. "I'm sorry I lost my tem-

per. Donna. But can"t you sfe the
strain I'm under? If you know any-
thing wnich Hoyt is planning to do
vftich he hasn't told me. plA.ise teB

je now. Can't you see what it meam
to me? My whole lifetime of happi-
ness is at stake. I'm heg-i- you,
Donnn! Tell me what you knw."

Donna pulled away from her. eyes
rat rowed, jaw clenched. "I'll tU you
nothing."

"Dnna, please!" Coral was near to

,igb of happiness. No matter
t bippd she and David would

It OUt. ii XllHL B iu.iuo ".
..a .h nnd David would help her

li niehow. Surely her mother
Hfiucr wouia noc ne uiy

beti tnpy m oi "
kind of person he wa. Hnyt would

to prejudice them, of course, but
mold s for themselvett.

tv, ut un in oed, starrieu nnyi.
ftr hid hippend to him las night?

the moment that she had taken
ti'i irm and left the dsnce she

ibought no more hdouc ami. cue
UDrid had discussed his threats,

cjnrse. Planned wnat tnoy vouw
il he carried them out. but in their

tauu it had not occurred to them
to wonder what he would do

it beine left stranded high and
bn the dance floor. Coral felt

tried in ipite c! htrstl. ?'.c action

tears.
He- - roommate shifted uneasily.

"Forget it, Coral. I was just teasing
you."

"Are you sure, Donna? Dou't He to
me."

"Of course I'm sure. Stop fussing
about it. I just wanted to have a little
fun. J like K tnd I think you've
been pictt mean to him. I was silly
lo feod you such a line. Protend I

have been more carefully cal- -

littd to infuriate him. Hp would
Ut more ancry at her public de- -

min than at whnt Fhe had told him.
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the first time she noticed tnai
.si was not lying, still a filter, in

Ir stdon the other side of the room. ueve snid it."
Coral rehired. "I hope you'r'e not

fooling me. Dnna. I couldn't stend it,
"f this situation got more complex
theta 4 tx right now." She was too re

bed had been slept in, and the
rj were thrown back for airins.

.1 wrinkled hpr brows. It was
to he up ao early, par- -

.jrl? after a dance. As she got
lieved to notice Donna's calculating
li.olc or the sly smile whih flickered
on her lips for an instant.

of bed she decided that there was

:j to worry about. Donna had
MDly decided to jjet up for break- - They were silent fr a mument till

Donna said. "Did you see the papersi: ifter all, and had slipped out of
room quietly in order not to

lifctD her.

i his morning .'"

"No, why?"
"They raided the Cros? roads Tav-

ern Inst nicrht. Pomnbody got into a

f itrht and reported it to the police

t
Ai i natter of fact, she had not

Ltd to Donna aince the night be- -
Hoyt told mc you left just when the
fipht started."h, when David had left her to

p to Coral's aid. Could she be
bl? As ahe dressed, Corai pon- -

Coral took a deep hreatlv "Am 1

glad we got out of there. We..." A

voice called from the corridor. "Cora
you'ra wanted on the phone."

fctd the problem. It was quite pos-li-

Donna, like Hoyt, reatnted a
li'c affront, no matter how small, hr.e left the room and ran downi tuore than a rritate hurricane.
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N, It was net serious enough for
Runnini; her comb through her

k curls. Coral niggled a little at
recoliection. The whnlo thine was

funny in retrospect, She and
ii leaving Donna and Hoyt, ouite

of the demands of common
iWfcl or the oninion tti uneptnt- -
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She picked up the .eoeirer.
"Hello."

"Hello, Coral? David speaking. Lis-

ten, darling ..."
She interrupted him. "Dftvid. 1

knew it was you. Canyon come over?
I've no classes till two, and a lot of
things to tell you."

"I'll he over all right. Coral, yon
must listen to me. Something awful
has happened. '

"David." she cnVd, "Whnt is it?
What's Ih-- matter?"

"H.ingVn tight, swepthrt The
process. Maxwell's, Rendorff's and
mine has been stolen! They think I

((ok it to sell. Don't sav a word to
anyone until you've talked to me
We're both in this."

(To Be ("V.ntinned

a arwut their sudden departure.
J"rt then she heard swift footsteps

E anwn the corridor, and in a
-- Ht th door of tVi rnnm

M rerealinc Donna. 4n all the
nnvPt and mostfTofhrcVtbos. There was, Coral

" "nmpd.atrly, no aneer in her
'"Ai a maTtr of fact, she looked OP TE0IOU5 TRAVEL,
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