Washington

Father Of His Country, Judged By
Present Standards, Was Up-To-Date

By Etta May Smith

BEK-END traffic accidents
W renl estnte subdivisions—
wtinn wll night enrd partios-
wilvertiming  big game hunting

solentific  farming shopping
for a second-hand vehlele

Nol only nre these conditions
to be met by the modern min of
1937, bul they were cvonditions
thut wore met by George Wash-
Ington, born 205 years Bgo.

For George Washington, judged
by all the standards of todiy, Wil
. modern:  Although he lived
when  this country was very
young, he was not only abreast of
lus Umons, but was way ahead of
them. If he were alive today he
would probably he delving one of
the better cars, (American miade,
of course!) ~—but one which was
easy on the upkecp, backing real
estate subdivisions, und attending
Hotary luncheons.

Lotteries were popular  and
legal In Washington's day, many
of them belng for rellglous and
educitional purposes, Washington
took his mhare of such chances
and recorded the resulls in his ac-
count books, often with dry
humor. In 1766 he wrote that he
“Invested" In the York Lottery,
though with no beneficinl results,
In 1776, though, two of the six
ticketa he held In the land lottery
In Uster county, New York, wore
“fortunate.”” On another occasion
he Invented 1 pound 4 mhillings In
a raflle for an encyclopedin Bri-
tannlea, “which,” he recorded re-
gretfully, "I did not win."

Wasl n was modern, too,
In his attitude toward advertising,
He appreclated the fact that it
pays to advertise. When he had a
parcel of land he wanted to sub-
divide he put a large advertises
ment In the Maryland Journal
and Baltimore Advertiser, stuting
that he had obtained patents for
upwards of 20,000 acres of land
on the Ohlo and Great Kanhawan,
nnd that he proposed to divide
the same Into any sized Lene-
ments that might be desired and
lease them upon motlorate terms,
That deal also established his
slatus as a moidern realtor.

St furthor evidonce of his

faith In advertising 18 contuined
in nn advertisement in u New

cowhoys of today Hunting wuos
one of his fuvorite sports. How-
ever, not all his hunting experi-
ences were confined to foxes in the
vicinity of his Virginia home. In
the autumn of 1770 he went “big
game hunting™ in the Ohlo region
with his friend Dr. Crolk

15 would hove been right ot

home looking for a good
used car. When his own earringe
had done its llmit In mileage he
wrote to a dealer saying:
“Gentln; My old Charlot havg.
run its ronce, and gone through as
miny atages sgs 1 could conven-
lently make IL Lravel, is now ren-
dered Incapable of any further
Sorvice: The intent of this Letter
therefore is to desire you will be-
gpeak me o New one." Washing-
ton bhelleved In enjoying both
style and comfort as he “exer-
eised" for he went on to describe
the kind of chariot to be purchased,
saying It should have the newest
type of spring, be of the best
seasoned wood, in newest taste,
handsome, genteel, green In color
with light gilding around the
panels, light and cool leather lin-
ing. He was particular about the
luggnge compartment and wrote:
YLet the box that slips under the
Seat be as Inrge as it conven-
fently can be made (for the bene-
fit of storage upon n journey).”

“If such a Chiariot as 1 have
deseribed od. he got at 2d hand
little or Aothg. the worse of weir,
but at the same time o good deal
under the first cost of a new one
(and sometimes tho perhaps
rarely It happens so), It wil. be
very desirable; but If I am
abliged to go near to the origl
cost I wd, even have one made.”

Whashington's diary of April 7,
1701, deseribed the ususl week-
end traffic accldent, but instead of
motor cara meeting head-on, It
was a case of four chariot horses
thut were frightened while cross-
ing on i ferry. They went over-
board, chariot and all

Washington's mind was so
modern, 8o open, that he would
probably not have boon ot all sur-
prised by the development of avl-
atlon. In fuet, in n letter written
nbout 1784, he sald: "I have only
newspiaper accounts of alr bal-
loons, to which I do not know
whit credence to give; as the
toles relnting to thom are marvel
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York nownspaper in 1780 in which
he stated that he supplied his
house servants with eash for opo-
rating his home (tho presidentinl
munsion ), and that he would not
bo responsible for hilla contracted
by thom

Washington, for  presidentinl
tours, sot Uhe precedent which hns
been followed ever since and
greatly enlnvged upon

Deprecintion and intlntion of
curreney  proved just as pusziing
and troublesome to Washington
an (U does to us I & communl-
ontion 1o the President of Con-
gress on Aprdl 28, 1770, Washing-
tep andd:  YIs there anything
doing, or that can be done, to
peatore the eredit of our money *
The deprecintion of it has got to
go alarmihg & point that & wagon
lond of money will sciercely puar
chiwe & wagon-loml of provi
glons.” He was quite disgruntled
when the price of pork advanced
after he hod placed an order for

Bme
We are fullyv able o under
pintd, since 1920, the attitude of

the Fathor of his Country townrd
gpevulation “Hpeculntion, peculas
ngrossing, forestnlling,™ he
y Elemnd, “with all their
oncomitants, afford Loo  many
melancholy proofs of the decay of
pubdie virtuo, and too glaring in-
atnnces of its being the interest
unny. who

tion

wrote 1o

and  desies. of oo
wiould wish to be thought friemds
oo continue ey war,'

Deapite the busy life he led in
poditios farming
Washington had the thing the
modern man s deminding more
and more—lelsire. He wis a good
According to his ex
predisn aceaunt hs ciding outiit for
himself and wiould
been the envy of even the movie
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fighting, ahd

LT BT

hitme

have

lous and lead us to expeot tial
our friends at Paris in & little
time will come flying through the
air  ingtead of ploughing the
ocean to get to Amerien™

Another proof of Washington s
interest and knowledge of modern
dievieos wns shown ns enrly ns
1778 when he wrote Thomas Jef-
ferson a description of n powdor
charged submarine torpedo
which, when steiking an anchoged
ship, would destroy it Thiat same
year Washington spent the night
on the dock at Now York hiebor
and heard the explosion of the
el submarine which was at-
tempting o destmy Admiral
Howe's Hagship, the “Eagle.”

Wishington belteved i
West,” though oot in the movie
sense. Nor did he walt for Horiee
Grecley to point the fingor in the
direction of tho setting sun As
fur back an 1748 he went West
going over the Alleghanevs, and
Hieed 1t so well that he woent West
sovernl times. He bollevid thut
the West hnd valunblo resources
and would 'be w valunbleo adiditio
to the Atlantic Const colonles He
even predicted that Doetrodt would

hnng

one day be oan important  tend
center

Washihgton has boon  termis
Aierica’s frst “Sclentific farm
er” Mo il his awn experimiont
g and f

his own the

gotads Inov

outl A& variety of

Kept & wonther re

L As Lo the
pianting, He rotated His ‘rops
and kept records of his returns
He was successful iy grafting
Because tobaeco | poverialied the
soil. e turtid his tobacco felds

into grin, geazing, and orcharnds
He studied and practiced miethods

b

as Modern In More Ways Than Q)

for conserving and tmproving the
sl

The best of tools and newest
productions of machinery were
demanded by Washington, and if
some now ldea did not prove sat-
lafactory, he quickly discarded it
for & newer, more practical one
He was not afrald of deprrting
from the old way of tioing things

Washington was alarmed ut the
tlistreatment” of farm lands and
said that within a few years the
Increased sterility of lands would
force the inhabitants to sgek new
lovations. He would not have been
surprised at the drouths and dust
storms of recent years. He
wanted to teach the people how
to improve thelr land and in-
crease thelr crops. For that rea-
son he tried to establish a depart-
ment of agriculture to do for the
farmer just the things it {8 doing
today.

A heen interest in commerce

and transportation factlities wils
taken by Washington and he had
a vision of opening highways to
the West so that Western farniers
might hoave W market for their
crops. He was financiully Inter-
eated In several transportation
projoects.

Washington shared the modern
Ideas that parents fall short of
understanding thelr offspring. Af-
ter the Revolution, when he was
a distingulshed man and his
house was constantly full of not-
able wvisitors, his mother, Mory
Ball Washington, wrole that she
would llke to visit Mount Vernon
and gpend some time there with
him and Martha. In reply Washe
Ington wrote that he did not want
her to come; that she would not
understand the people who were
with him, and that they would
not understand her; that she
would bBe milserable In such so-
clety and that it would make him
unhappy.

Whaushington did a seemingly
unmodern thing when he refused
a salury as President, Although
he had just been forced to borrow
money, he told Congress that he
did not wish a salary, but that
they could pay his expensecs [f

they desired. They did desire; anu
appropriated $25,000 annually for
this purpose. In refusing this sal-
ary he set the precedent which
fortunately has been followed by

some public sprited men of our
times who have called themaelves
dollar 4 year men.

Washington refused & crown,
and, lke a recent ruler of an
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Drifted Snow Home-
parfected Flour.
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“Could | make
coke like thiss"

“Certainly —if you
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flour to Drifted Snow,
fine cokes ara easy to
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“Why is that?"

“The most Imporied
ingredientofoliWiy
variation in ficurgek
ity causes more beke
ing fallures then e
thing elss.”
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