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Helena fated at her In sudden con-

tempt, "lou'd you'd do a thing like
that Juat to .pita me? Tou'd try to
smash Peter'a store and hurt the
town, just to"

"Ob, it would come back," Inter-
rupted tbe Fraiier girl. "After we
got rid of you." She turned and left
tbe apartment, alamming the door
Insolently.

When Courtney arrived he found
Helena wrapped In a cold rage that
had not aubsided from the moment
Leah Frazier had gone.

"The Fraiier girl wai Just here,"
Helena told bim. "She wasta me to
turn tbe .tore over to B.rnes. And

he s.y. if I don't the'll boycott it."
Tbe lawyer pursed his lips. "I was

afraid of something like that. And
tbere'a another hurdle, too. IVe
discovered Barnes "has been talking
to the employee. He's warned them
that If you take over you'll misman-
age the place, put It out of business,
and lose their jobs for them. If he
falls In that stunt, he'a going to con-te-

the will on tbe grounds that
Peter wee temporarily incompetent
when he made you hi. sele heir."

"I don't care about that," Helena
whirled upon bim. "Tbey can all have
the store if they want it. But I doo't
like the idea of being run out of
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,rW(okeep from this letter
town. Won't anybody be with us?"

nolhtr tne i"u "It's bard to say. I think we can
count on one person, and he's im

rood ber little artment the
por.ant to us. That's John Lessiter."

"Whoa John LasaisterY",i waiting lo.ee ner, ii""
hr. Helen, did not con- -

' ne a oia Aaron i,a.sister s eon.
L!t ibe bad more than once

Anron's president of the biggest bank
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but he'a turned things over to John

- ... . i ,. Dy i,U BIiAK

SECRET AGENT X-- 9

I

,f3- - n lSfI! FED'I JC?KTIN,EH? WRL.IF THE ) HE 3U6T CIMCKEO I CERTfllNLV OREtTT TO OET (WfW FROM THE 1

3&y- - Mr IT'S BLHKE MARTINS GANG fUXRISHT- - "N?.fL T f RING, SO I GAVE VACATION IN THRE6 yEPRS AMD, B0V,
w,itSw, V&gy W FINGER-PRINT- CHECK WITH THIS J Hp HANDLE I HIM fl VACATION - TM GOING TO EN30V ITJ f.S'oOV0" 'Mi,aif Q&A CP.RD-B1- 6 WILLIE HALL'S.... LIt f BUT I'LL SEND r r SO Vt3U THINK.'

19 mbptin's i Yd let's see 777, for him.1 fl JKrzK -

T0

Wp ll'

It, first trim any I"'.
it bound away from the

jdtbe towerlns Henderson De- - mostly."
"Why ... why should he be with

us?"fcit Store.

hid just lealed and stomped

Courtney shook his head. "I don't
know, but be is. He told me he
thought you ought to have every
consideration. And I don't think he
approves of the wide credit Barnes

Iter when me wu oi unr bimii--

L.indri. It must oe ounnrj.
rknucbt with BKrtl. Aioucl.

id, "Come In, please."
nifrem tbe little writing desk

nfrooteil, not John Courtney,

allows in the store. He thinks it's
bad business now."

Helena looked at the attorney. "I
wonder," she said slowly, "wbn tbe
people are who are getting long-tim- e

credit at the store, V Maybe it's our
friends who would boycott, If that's
true, we can stand tbat kind of a

tub Fraiier. The girl wore a
nerd suit and a Jaunty hat
Helen, instinctively realized

hi from Helrig's.
M monilns, Miss Frnzler." Hel- - boycott." She went Into the next

room, reappeared with a hat andIlKred. "I'm awfully glad jou
light summer coat. "Are you ready to
see Roger Barnes?"k," answered Leah Frazier,

fretiielf t rail, Miss Derrik."
Lnd coldir. "It Is Helena Der- - Courtney broke into a wide grin.

Tou know, I believe ypu like a eoodfc't It? I mean, you wouldn't
till yourself Mrs. Peter Hen- - fight, I'd never have dreamed that

when I first met you. For tbe firstwonld jou?'

time, youre showing interest in thepi Ipiored tbe thrust. "Won't BOOTS AND HER BUDDIESdown?" Henderson Department Store." By MARTINmi you, no. I c.n state my
m rery briefly. I understand

f joint to meet Roger Barnes

I ve bad experience in a store
bigger than this one," Helena told
him. "And I've a good notion to run 1MB Vi.T ,tV RtftO- - that's wot voo Twwvt'."mo&PRIKlCt-i- Sit and make them like it." She

I am."
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fn Barnes m.nnsed the store Courtney nodded. "You'll bavo it.
er, yon know. I suppose you And I think you're right, Helena. I

knew the president of one of theturn ererylhinj over to him?"
AaoviT J WE-V-i W TAOSE OAVGngered the letter she had biggest chain dry goods stores in the

Wb WAV OOX SOAifiW.'..WK Jpitten, 'Tm not prepared just country, and when he wanted to put
his sons in chsrge of the businessam my plans."

Frarier's eyes .littered with he put 'em behind the counter first."
inter. Sbe kept her voice level tie lowered bis voice confidentially.

"Frankly, I've never liked the idea ofonnoui effort. "Perhaps,
you'll consider hit .rlvt.. 1!Barnea running the place. I think he

lost money for Peter. That is, theftipi."
idme li (bit vou Mlfnnntci, store s been paying, but not what it

should. Of course, Peter never worp to Peter'i estate. No doubt
fnei will be willing to make
Npensation say, a sum that 0 --

X ? )mionawe under the clrcum-mjtl- y
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you're discussed the

"ua Draw ' IffllMS BY NE SeftVICE, INC. T. M. REO.ll, 3. PAT. Of f J

ried much about that."
Within 20 minutes they were in

Roger Barnes' office on the mezza-
nine floor of the store. Barnea was
a cadaverous-lookin- g man in his early
SO'a, atartingly unlike bis late neph-
ew. He made no Secret of bis resent-
ment toward Helena. Plainly be in-

tended to frighten her out of the busi-
ness if he could.

They had talked only a few mo-
ments when John Lassister arrived.
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; Helena turned back to Barnes.
Is Miss Frazier one of those? And

i "be is, would you call her repre-
sentative of this class of trade?"

(To be Continued)
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