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LITTLE ORPHAN ANNIE Her Sole Mission By HAROLD GRAY
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should consume o little time. When
it was over sbe stood as if stunned,
and then suddenly Peter took her in
his arm and kissed her full upon tbe
lipa. Sbe beard tbe delighted squeals

tbey were really that, sbe remem
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bered afterward of the wedding
Tin the meantime Crest party. Fain Sutter, and Jack Goer

and tbe rest Insisted upon kissing the
bride, despite the protesta of Peter:Sandra - .

and at length sbe found herself in s
corner of the big room, trembling and
acared yeg somehow happy.
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She was grateful when Peter came m sm w sou 7 Hsuare from a ." t. "

here once.' oe
to her again. "There'll be time to
think this out," be whispered. "The
thing for you to remember, until wethat

ind when it was over, Ir
can be' alone, Is that I love you. Will
you remember that?"

"Always," Helena said. "And you'llWf'
LIIp enouffb. they

imp. " n .r remember that that it goes double?"
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He kissed her again. e'll have
real honeymoon, darling. And I'll

get you a ring that is a ring." Fori treaums
, , i heap of lore af-- 1

. .i... i her. turned -a-ZTVOUT, VJIvAP- V- L.THE JEEPSWO VBETWlVTrtEtAOritV; W$rS V OVER! 7 'the "ring" had been Peter's own, used
because there waa neither time, nortrin

aere
before Terr

.
Ions.

-

FJ'"-- "

(icited than any were .
on tod Helena. For the moat

close to we.r
M-hii-

nir .rainst the time

K.. mild return with the
xpverai wuico - -

L .. .niMen nanic, deDateo
r ."'..,..,. to the atation. Sup.

J, nornUIC miolnc.
.... hundred thinga that
liDDea. one

t. rr Helena had heard that
fn.n went wltn cuarw,

nijlit learn io ' "- -
... MIR Ot inOBO UJCU nv

place, to get another.
"I won't want to change rlugs

now," Helena said 6lowly. "No ring
could mean as much to me ss this
one."

She, saw Sandra coming toward
them. VWcll," the Leigh girl ex-

claimed, "it's all over now. And. just
to celebrate, we'll all going for a
awim after the caretaker has brought
ua cocktails to drink to the bride."

Peter turned to her. "You've been
grand, Sandy. Helena and I will
never be able to thank you enough.
But we'll slip out on the evening
train, If you doa't mind. I know you
won't expect ua to stay over Sunday.
I mean. , . ." He stopped, as embnr-rtuiae- d

aa a boy. "Well, after all,
there's been a marriage, Sandy."

"Of courso there hns," the Leigh
girl laughed. "We all expected you'd
leave on the night train. Good heav-

ens, Peter, you didn't think we all
expected to stay with you the re-

mainder- of your married life, did
you?"

Helena hud a sudden, frightening
thought, "I'd forgotten to telephone
Misa Lnndeg at Helvig's that I won't
be at work Monday,"

"Skip It," Sandra told her. "I've
wired her, and sbe"ll get it Monday
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Helena a casual remark of

lMi'i. "No woman can re
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morning I" She turned toward the

group around the table where the!
cocktails bad been set out. "A toust
to the bride! And then everybody
into their wim suits."

Bernard Reiter laughed, raising a

glass. "Bight, Sandy! A toast to
the bride and then we'll launch the

bridegroom in tbe lake. I've always
wanted to aee a bridegroom launched."

"So have I," mentioned Jack (iose.
"In fact. I insist on breaking the

outfit adsptnme to wnaiever
kl affair migbt take place. But
id never dreamed that any in-

affair" misfit turn out to be
n.weddinKI

ii ibe completed dressing she
Sindra'a familiar voice on the

bottle of champagne over his hcndl"
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It was over an hour before they
really got into their awimtnin togs
and were beaded toward the shore
of the lake. And meanwhile t here
had been more thnn a toast the
bride. A toast to the bride bad culled
for a toast to tbe bridegroom and
tbw had been followed by a toast to
Helena for her bravery. After that,
there wero cocktails consumed with-

out any particular renson; and Helena
nervously saw thnt Peter took even
more than the rest.

Despite his drinking be remained
sensible and courteous, and he

thought In sudden panic: He's used to

drinking a lot. She noticed, too, liow
the women of the party clustered
around him, obviously attracted, pat

nr!''
n laughed shakily. "'Maybe nuri LMCKiuNt"
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a bad omen."

tosenae! I didu t meau tnat, you
But this is a wild country up

They don't expect marriages,
low. Though I did find a jus- -

tie peace. He can t see very
Ind be has whiskers, but I'm
pal! adore him. . Ho was a lit- -

ently drawn by hie charm. "I mustn't
Bsplcious at first. Said he

be foolishly Jealous," 6be told herself.
"I've beard bow women have wreck
ed their marriages by being foolishly

t have anything to do with
ie called a 'gin wedding.' But
I managed to assure him that
had taken a driuk at Crest Jealous, Peter's and
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I'll have to expect that women will
like him." But nevertheless a small,

hurting fear clutched at her heart.
The last cocktail finished, Sandra

gave them all 10 minutes in which t"
By LYMAN YOUNGlybe you shouldn't' have done TIM TYLER'S FLYING LUCK

Helena faltered. "I feel as if
It do well with a cocktail."

get into their auits. N'ervoua and THERE IS BUT ONE PARTV T SOUWD SOUR
OF MY HUNTERS OUT TOM-TOM- S

f rt put her arm about Helena's
trembling, Helena took longer and
when she appeared on the lodge verBuck up, baby. Girla get
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:fMeirootn ho really needs a
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p be willing to bet that Peter
Id one of two."

p Helena accompanied Sandra
p the giant living room' with
Iring fire ehe discovered that
"! tirl woe right. Peter had

p drink or two, nlthough.be did
'ow it. Helena would never
"lised it had she not detected

feetilh odor of liauor. She
Pliane him. The fuel ni that
per envied the false assurance
rehol bad given Peter. How
"n feel when he was about
e, before God and the world.

Unto himself II irninnn nnd

ther for the rest of their na- -

anda she discovered that the rest
were alreadv down on the shore.

"Hurry," 'Sandra called to her.
"We've begun a diving contest. I'm

putting up a secret prixe."
Peter's blond head poked up from

the lake. "Hello, Mrs. Henderson!"
he called. With a few swift strokes
he was ashore. "I'm cutting this con-

test short right now," 'he announced.
"I'll dive from thst tree It'a higher
than the top rung ot the diving plat-

form."
"Don't be a fool," Jack Gose told

him aeriously. "It's at least 10 feet

higher."
Peter answered him with a glance

slightly alcoholic In Its bravery.
"After all." he said. "It's my wedding
day and if I feel like diving from a

tree top I'm going to do It!"
No one considered, then, just what

was happening not even Helena.
More with pride than with fear, sbe
watched Peter climb recklessly, swift-

ly, to the topmost branch of the tall

fir which stood by the shore of the
lake. Almost before sbe had realized

it, he had dived. Sbe aw his body

hurtling, saw It strike the water and

disappear beneath the surfure.
There was cheering laughter from

(he crowd. Then silence. Silence

during which the surface of the lake

smoothed itself. Suddenly Helena

knew that something bad happened
to Peter. She knew It even Mre
Fain Sutter said In a q'ier voice.

"There might be submerged stumps
at the bottom . . ."

(To Be Continued)
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