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LITTLE ORPHAN ANNIE By HAROLD GRAYHysterious StrangerOUSE OF SHADOWS
by Ida R. 6lawn D ' NtA S.., i.e. mm f THEV SAV HE'S WRITIN'd?T THIS SURE A
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hfe& NorKthis legs- - A THING"WERE SORT O' DREAMY-
I 1 TTTIlT "fbT3 EE'" b .he said. "TU

. i.'... Whit happened'

fussing with It"
She did not finish, for at the pres-

sure of Dan'a fingers, the bookcase
swung slowly forward, showing a

doorway with a flight of narrow atairs
leading downward.

"To the secret room, I'll bell Come
on!" Fat said excitedly, and started
down.

Another very low door st the bot-
tom opened directly Into the d

place Eb had described, with
the gaping hole which the tree roota
bad torn open at one side. This sec-
ond door was concealed by an old- -
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1 ". i ... wrong. If the tree
HAIltfashioned safe which stool in front of

it, and so close that only an openingE struck " bcenI 1b, Awide enough to admit a person could
be made

N. Y. K ftniicaM. fc. "Um, this connection with the
library ia evidently one thing Susie didLmio Foidiok's room!" Began

L. if under the Pine SISSIES"TOMORROW "JU8T A BUNCHnot know about," Dallas decided. NOW SHOWING "STANDING ROOM ONLY" By E. C. SEGARUrrlng pQPEYEion there end tell ui."
Fosdick uied "No, she came through the cellar.

Look at that, will you!" Dallas threwM. "T..r .II. th. old ROUNO TU)O"0lM I WIT SOU HfcftO FNOOCirWAND "TBt Srha rar from bin eUcrrli rnrrh An th,,n Jul 0M' .."I ,i
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ft UJ1L0 BOUU - HE'U. TR'ttono good, nor Busie either."

.... turned to Susie, but she MOHEKcThe shock of the tree's fall bad BECtSU6E t JUS'TO KNOCK WM TO VicCCwrenched the big, wooden cupboard in ..,. e l'. I LEFT THE rtoPAttPlTUEVthe cellar room from Its place, disclosP,M,edber bead. "He's out or his
r uid o before and now jou PN IfftM D SICK.ing the solid back of the shelves,

lit for yourselves. He
hinged to swing open to make another
entrance into the secret room. 00 VOO

SEE TrtrVT
tricked voice rose nmun iu' hii feet. "Then The old boy went in for bidden"".. ':r...7 Kick Unm. doors in s big way, didn't be?" re-

marked Pat. "This place must havehim what's between him end thi
Liater o' mine!" been built when the house waa, and

that safe let down before the library OOST,floor waa In place."
"But there s nothing In the aafe

now! Even the door la unlocked," said
Claire, disappointedly. "It might make

UP
it shrank back. "JNO. n ain i sm
atvarbad nothing to do with it.

', the one wanted to find the

lAe's the man who puihed me

the mlno sbaft," broke in Pat.

,a be offered to light my cigaret
now, I noticed the littlo finger of

md is cut off at the tecond joint.

a fine prison for Eb, but "
He said be heard me in the tun

nel." Pat took the torch and went
over to inspect the outside. "Why, of
course he did see here!"tlie fJ w00 tougat "i"

hnnel ww shy joint of one of Only a thin wall of earth separated By EDDIE SULLIVAN and CHARLIE SCHMIDTRADIO PATROLlull fingers."
m

the secret room from the other cut
where Pat bad dug his way out of the
old mine. N0-I- T5WHY --TME 50UR.Yeah... he knows me butWELl- -l GUESS t YVON'T HrXVE THIS BADGE TOU MIGHT ftS a WEEP TOUR UNIFORMi moment Nick Baum's hand-(ic- e

held a luipicion of fear,
k. trned to Claire. "I this the

"And we're atill directly under the THEVOJLON'T KNOW HIM F I FELL 'ui ...-i-
ou
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house, the library and the cupola HARE --
VCKT IQNG - l DOHT KNOW HOW TO t1BEGIN TO 100K FOR THE HARE .. r--to usually treat your guestaV TWO SCRAPPING'side," Pat went on.

Do you suppose this la where heLine it ii perfectly absurd"
f. n.illaa unemectcdly took com- -

OYER. HM -- HE'S tUWrVfS
USGUI5ED -- THE GltflS fthid bis wonderful jewel?" Claire

looked about her rather blankly.
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VM

of the eltuation. "noi io aueuru

leemi, Baum, when they know
TMi're Susie's ion." One hand 7iTes,' Bob Steele answered posi

tively. He had been examining one of OUl WUKL UU"3l TnnN I TO DOMnceiled in hi pocket, and now the walls. "Sea here, and there? r vft MIEnnrket ibowed 1 menacing bulge, There's no telling how pure this atuff
will run. Tour uncle'a jewel waa atime Dune spout m wv wij

be was young waa long enough
gold mine, Claire, and whaf a mine!"

ir to hive a eon oy tome un
fa father. It wai not hard to die- -

Hannah sniffed. "lour Uncle Ly
. that that son waa still living, man would be sure to go at it juat

that way. Gettin' us all 'moat killed!"now, of courie, grown. That
1 workable basia for the theory There's still one thing that hasn t

Binm ind the ion were the same
been explained," Claire remarked.

ki. Then when I discovered Bus
"The tapping noise I heard that night
I was up in Uncle Lyman's room."hi bunting for another treasure of

ha Fosdick's, what more' natural "It was probably either Susie or
that she should enliit ber son s

Nick doing s little investigating on

larcely Busle faced Dan Dallas. By MARTINtheir own, Miss Fosdick," said Dan
Dallas. "Tour party arriving unex Telling HimBOOTS AND HER BUDDIESIf Nicky li my eon, that doesn t
pectedly must have added an extra

I he's done anything wrong, doea
ihe demanded, apur to their efforts. Baum was un-
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acroaa the road to block your way.I etie of both these young men,"
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Didn't he leave before you did J' rtold her. "Only luck and an GO ON.YJOVJ SWOOl:

Cfr Mv OSY,
"I suppose he did," she answered. VJOWVW- iORT.ml series of events foiled him

"I stopped to talk to Hannah andUme. With the apprenticeship In WTH VPVB rHchange my clothes, las, he wouldk be served in the underworld of
have had plenty of time to be quite a II --A f-l-Intern city, It's hard to say what AEWT TOOId hare happened it ho bad sue way ahead of me. And he knew I was
coming." SWPVE.led in bis plan to become master of

"One thing I still can't underatand,place,

liire shuddered as lbs looked at Claire," Insisted Pat. "If be was go-

ing to marry you, why did he bother
to pull all this stuff, with the danger

i dirk ties which had loat all
ihudiome chai-m- "Now see how

of getting caught?" He looked at herpe messed things up!" he snarl
closely as he put the question.t Buiie. "Xou and your talk about

For a minute she did not reply.dunned jewel If It hadn't been
Ton, I never would have come Then she looked straight back at him,

Nick knew he would never marry me.I in-d-' v wv m sw r.ir -irts i sv s i u x-- a iI think, Pat."lickj!" Buile'a err was desnerate, A IT IhSt W 1

Well, this Is no place for a aick"I only wanted it for
man. Mr. Steele, you Better oe getNcy. A'( 1M6 BY NEA SEftvlfiT. INi

ft be turned hie back upon ber ting back where it's warm," Hannah's
nractlcal voice broke In. Without moreiMressed Dan Dallas. "All right,

By LYMAN YOUNGado she herded Bob and Dan Dallaslet going, since the game's np. TIM TYLER'S FLYING LUCKout of the room and up the steps.tpeie you're got handcuffs and all
Pat caught Claire s hand and drew ?3mornings,"

I beld out hts bands, but aa Dal her back for a minute. "You mean you
didn't love him, Claire?" he askedPO'ed toward him there was

Its brief skirmish, a share report. SAVA6Eeagerly.
tie confessed criminal dropped to How could T after I met you, rat f UBAUGlfloor in a twisted heap. The gun Oh, do I have to throw myself at

you?" HUSJTERu tried to fire at Dallas fell be
o aim. E4c3CryAPnt a arms closed about ner, ana

M Una crushed hers. But in a min- -fa bent over him while the echo WILOOANCt;r shot seemed to circle upward
the imnkit tn ,. hUh AU(n BEFORE

rtORTUrJlMQifeed." Dsn's tone had the finality
TO DEATHcurtain Une.

f ie give one agonised cry. Claire BRENT,TUEat oer half curiously. Of
pe Bmle would scream like that. TRADER,

ACCUSEDHerself was only conscious of
f'"Se teeling of relief. OF PASSING
fier, with the remembrance of

ute be reminded her, "1 m poor ana

you're rich now that you've got the
mine."

"But the mine won't buy me hap-

piness, and if I haven't that, I'd rather
the old tree was still making It the
House of Long Shadows, with Uncle

Lyman's Jewel hidden under its roots.
Please, Pat. don't stand there and say
yon won't have me, Just because I've
got something that was almost the
end of us all." She smiled and added,
"I never thought I'd have to do the

proposing when I got a husband, "

Pat grinned.
They walked out through the cellar

and, aa they came slowly up the steps,
a shaft of moonlight touched the

of the old house with a allvery
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