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LITTLE ORPHAN ANNIE By HAROLD GRAYHis Brother's Keeper
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In an ecstacy of excitement.
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Theyv forgot about time, forgotPie Uik mf y?.er'r . nl of chin."
I .. ...v . hit lika Fredric

scrubby cubicle which served as a
bathroom, ber arms and face gleam-
ing from recent scrubbing. She slip-
ped the lovely frock over her head.

'Ooh-oo- dont yoa look nice!"
"t. belied by the knowlns

'v.. hedy eves.
er l Biil .lone." Isabel

W. -- iv. told Bill many
Even Daisy said it, reluctantly but
convincingly.
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upper, too." She wrinkled her

hsaed beans! I knew it"
I intn the room he
Lj with Daisy and Mary Maud.
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if she louna a accent

fcJj to wear. When she had
kABDffnltv in Duisv and the

Fri of her probable marriage to
hirf hppn whistlinir in the

k How did yoa ever get a boy to

point where ne proposear one
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flower, working at the shop, com.
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Lost in her dreams, she didu t hear
the doorbell. Didn't hear Bill's deep
growl in response to Mary Maud's
piping treble.

"Tell her I can't make the game,"
she heard at last. "Tell her I've got
to play pool with some of the fe-
llows..."

Isabel went out into the sitting
room. Bill saw her. He gaped. The
little girls, sensing a situation, with-

drew to the kitchen where they peep-
ed, through the kitchen door..

"Don't bother," Isabel said loftily.
"You've broken dates with me gefore,
Bill Martin. This is the last time.
I'm getting me another beau."

She was regal in the white and sil-

ver. In the cheup little house she was
like an exotic flower.

"You're telling me?" Bill demand-
ed truculently. "You're my girl, aren't
you? And we're gettin' married soon,
aren't we?"

"Are we?" Isabel shrugged. "First
1 heard of it."

"Well, you know it now," said the
man. lie was staring at her as if he
had never seen her before.

Katharine and Michael did not go
to England at once, after all. When
she was well enough Michael took
Katharine back to Silenciu where
Miss Daisy and Miss Koxana and
Miss Vincent and wheezy Mrs. Hough,
ton fussed over her. She was still

definitely the invalid. The doctor made
ber stay in bed part of every day and
Michael, who hud another e

little room across the hall, would

carry her out into the heartening sun-

shine.
He was still unable quite to believe

that this delicute, golden-huire- d girl
was really his wife. He hod neorly
lost her and all along the way their
path bad been tangled with briers. It
was difficult to believe that everything
could be straightened out at last.

One day about a week after their
return to Silenria Michael had . been

on one of the fine Arab
horses the Millnrds had left. He,came
into his room, almost blinded by the

glare of the patio, and found the
interior dark and cool. But, after his
vision had cleared a trifle he saw
Katharine sitting in his one deep chair.
Katharine, dressed in a green linen
frock with delicate handwork on it.
She looked older, more poised and
mature.

"Darling! You're really feeling bet-

ter?"
He raised her hand to his lips. He

felt, reverentially, that he was lit-

erally unworthy of her. Here he stood,
strong and crude in his riding things,
reeking of horses and the
and here was this girl, a very foiry
princess of elegonce and fragrance,
condescending to him....

(To Be Continued)
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