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fc. Without asking explanations or
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said, humbly. It was as if
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did not exist. She stood

at them softly, and
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Lida Parker was annoyed and

showed it.
"It's the truth," she said firmly.

"And you know it. I think Katharine's
done very well for herself..."

"So quiet, and sly and underhand-
ed," Bertine cried. "Never telling us
a word about it or anything."

"When did you ever encourage con-
fidence from Katharine, my dear?"
inquired 'the other woman softly, un-

able the resist this stab.
Bertine flushed and tossed her

head. For a few days she didn't tele-

phone to Lisa, but the other woman
heard that Mra. tStrykhurst had stop-
ped what Zoe called "broadcasting"
about Katharine's elopement and was
satisfied.

Meantime Victor Strykhurst went
to see.Mr-8- Merser.

"Yes, I knew about It," Violet said.
"You probably encouraged the whole

tiling just from spite," Victor sput-
tered angrily. "I wouldn't have believ-

ed it of you."
"I didn't know until afterwnrd,"

Violet told him, keeping ber temper
in leash. "I warned you the day she
was thrown from the horse that she
needed cnrcftil handling. I could ace
by her face she was interested in the
boy. But you wouldn't let her take a
job; you balked her in everything.
What did you expect?"

Violet felt a sudden and inexplic-
able pity for. him, sitting there with
his handsome bead in his hands,

"It's turning out all right," she
said gently. He's a gentleman, nice
looking and pleasant."

"He was a groom." muttered Vic-

tor. "He was a cowboy before that."
"You're being very foolish about

It," Violet told him, rising and ter-

minating the interview. "I don't know
why I should listen to your absurd
accusations agtiinst me, except that I
was once fond of you. and I realize

parents are notably silly in matters
of this sort."

"I'm sorry," said the man, knowing
himself dismissed.

Violet felt that absurd pity welling
up in her heart again. When he left
she shook hands with him quite calmly,
nnd then she went back into the house
and tore up letters which she had
been keeping in a locked box.

She was burning them iu the fire-

place when Sybil and Diana, deposited
by the school bus, rushed in.

"What are you doing, Mummy?"
' She smiled at them dimly. "Burning

the ghost of an old love, my dears."
Why she had kept these old love

letters, she could not have said. She
was a true and faithful wife; but
there had been a lurking sentiment for
the old tie which she had never before
been able to sever. She saw Victor
now as he really was elderly, inef-

fectual, hidebound. How could she
ever have loved him?

Isabel, who worked in Miss Betsy's
Beauty Shop, read the news in the

village newspaper and went back to
the shabby little house she shared
with her mother and sisters to gloat
over the story with a trace of envy.

"I know her well," she told the
dazzled little sistera who bung over
the very poor e reproduction
of Katharine's picture. "Oh, she's lots
prettier than that, Daisy! She's a real
blond and you know we don't get
many of those. I've seen the fellow
she married many n time, too. He's
real good looking I don't know as
he's my type, though. Now, my
ideal "

They had heard about Isabel's ideal
before. Daisy frankly yawned.

(To Be Continued)
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