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CHAPTER XLVI
X dariig to breaths, ahe,

wondering  what  weald

Jgptn B¢zt NI
ot long 1O

M“l; the cound of & Ney being
to the lock.

teled

m;;:;th door, Millleent walt.

cting mOL

v "xn}d openi

wald eater the room and &

|2 entue between him snd

Fut the door didn't

the lock as the permon on
r,mm of the

2 {ew moments the kiy was
then, after an inter-
¢ ker loserted, Onee more ¥

atiled about In the lock and
%wnﬁlpp rurned to .\ﬁlltcv_nl and
rlspartd “It's soméona who's try-
bﬂﬂm the Jock with a akeleton

Mot who oould it be1" she whis-
w-‘]}d," be auawered, “Ho'll hear

‘n.y stond perfectly stilly ]_jul.lenlng
g 1he polies mnde by succonsive keys
ey were fitod, one by ona, h}l‘.u
Jock #nd the min oo the other side
o door trisd to open It
Norman Happ, leaning close to Mil-
L a0 that bin liph were almost
ber halr, whispered, “"We've
ot to fisd out who that [s.
Juzd perfectly still mnd don’t ke
ymort when [ open the door.'
“Tegre mot going to open the
ot T e pm-.n'.rft‘
Be piced hin fingers mgainst his
o a mute commnnd for slieace,
as o forward o that bls ear
wi Agrisat the panel of the door.
1 fow momanta later the nolse made
i the ke {n the lock ceassd. The
b of the door turned mgaln as
poggh the person standing in the
Mlvsy might be moking one last at-
smpt to push the door open. Then
ere wis pllence.
" ‘Nortan treachad for the door koob.
Miloent flung ber weight against bis
y= pulling bix band away from' the

h:;m be foolish,” he told har.
Fime dmple got to know who's at

ing that whe hnd looked only at the
epat hangers for garmenta, 8he had
not looked Into the darker corners at
the back of the closet,

Bhie opened the door and peerod to
the right. Sha thought ahe saw a bulky
object and stooped, pushing forward
her right hand with exploning tinger-
tips outstretched,

Bhe touched womething hard, zalid
and smooth, Her fingera ran around
it until she reallzed that It was a
tulteane, Bhe groped for the handle,
found it and lified.

The suitcane was surprisingly heary,

Bho dragged it out to the light and
gare an exclamation of delighted sur-
prise. It was the suitcase Jacris Happ
bad given her—the sultcase contain-
Ing the books <& aecount covering the
businesas dealioge of Happ and Gentry.
- L]

in the on the
nentarily that the
Bob Calse
deadly

that

contipged to
door strove to

Bhe forgot ber sursoundings in the
thrjll of his dlscovery, She dragged
the sultense well out into the center
of the apartment, dropped to  her
knees, openad the elasp, unfastensd
the strops nnd stared ac the -ussort-
ment of books revenled an the sulteans
EWiung open,

She glanced through the hooks hns-
tily and realized that beyond doubt
they were the ones which Jdealt with
the affuirs of Happ and Gentry,

Millleent's mind raeed with a quick
succession  of  startling thoughts,
There wan now no question but that
the occtpant of the apartment was
directly concerned with the affairs of
the Happ household nod must also be
implicated in some way in the Drim-
gold murder. But what possibie con-
nection could there be between Drimn-
gold and the Happa?

Then thers was Bob Calse to be
considered, Undouhtedly he knew more
than he eared or dared to tell about
the woman in the black ermine coat.
Bob Calke had n key to the spart.
mont. Yet he had knoched at the door
bafore ha had tried that key—a peou-
lar series of eods knocks, If he had
& key why had he hothered to knock?
And why the code?

Millicent had thought at first that
the octupant of the apartment work-
od daytimes and was in the apartmant
only at night. But Boh Caiss must
have expected 1o find someone there,
Otherwise he wonldn't hava given that
peculinr knock, And who had been the
other person who had come to the
door, given the same set of code

the door he'll sen

o be won't. He's golng to the
smtor.”

“Lwon't lot you do it. Ho'll ahoat, | 106k the door?
Ny, be won't. It lsn't Bob, Bob
bt key. I've got to find out who it
‘.

*TT tell you,” she said, “what you
m 4o, Wait uat!l he gots in the ele-
ntee 4sd then run down the stalrs.
T8 mn geb to the lobby nlmost as
gekly aa ba doss, Then he won't be
papleions, Walt until you henr the

dmtor door clang and then you can | detection?
i

The words were no sooner spoken
fan they heard the sound of the
Wmitor door moving on Ite track.

Now" sho exclaimed, "go ahead. | whe had diacoversd.
Ml Come back here Just as soon . o
M Jou find out.”

He forked the door open, paused MBinytes pessed,
Wih M peered down the hallway,
w diagrstedly, “He's nlready In the
dmiee” Then he turned toward the
Raireiee and dlsappoared mround (he
o o) the corridor,

Mliesat elosed the door of the
me, grateful that ahe had prevented

knocks, and then trled in vain to un-

Millicent' looked up from the suit-
oane, suddenly realizing that abe had
lost all teack of time while aho had
been apeculating upon thess angles of
the enke, Bhe wondered If Norman had
been able to rench the lower floor of
the apartment house in tlme to meo
tha person who had left the elevator,
Hinil he been suecesaful in avelding

She onrefully closed the sultease
nnd carried {t to the door so that
when Norman returned no time would
be lost In leaving the apartment and
earrying away the valuable evidence

sosmed etérpities. Slowly the convie-
tion was formed upon Millicent's mind
that some untoward clreumstance had
npset Norman's plaas. She knew that
liis concern for her wnfety was such
that no ordinpars interruption wounld
hare prevented him from returniog to

w=mt by
L

i

"o ik tlonet,
i

from rushing lnto danger but
Wy realizing that she bad loft

I8 u tar from enviable posi-
. Bbe was alone In e apurtment,
Maied by & killer or & killer's mccom-
¥, asd Bob Caike, who had threat-
1o “take care” of her, might re-
ot any moment,

t It & touch of panie but re-
rm\t berself with the thuught that
i Happ wonld soon return. She

to utilize the fow minuten that

Yould mecemsurily be In the ap-
making & more thorough

B4 went 10 1he wrlting desk, opel-
12 looked for some bit of evi-
which would give her ndditfonal

Whsematitn ahous  the neetpant of
B¢ tpartment.
P Was some mote papér, some

xl:.n: rent receint, m hloiter, some
v And the Brak
e roken stub of a

ber g plom o

Milloent turned bnok onee more to-

the apartment.

Millicent realized that she dared
not wait longer for him, He had un-
doubtedly  encountered  something
which had prevented him from return.

to do, and that was to leave at once,
She picked up the suitcase and, a
ahe did po, renlized that sho was holl
ing every bit of etidence they bad
been ablo to uncover, every bit of
evidence which would show the sin-
ister activities of the womun in the
ormine coat, or link Bob Caise with
the Felding murder. In her right haml
she earcied the wultense which had
been stolen from the Happ residenes
Over her left wrist was the steap of
the puese in whieh reposad the folded
note slgned by Hob Calse, 8he took
n deep brenth, tried to stendy thae
pounding of her hieart, opanad the door
into the corridor. hesitated a mo-
but nothing that | ment, then pushed her war out into
i that which whe

ing agninst her legs,
The marridor war smptr.
(Ta Ba Continued)
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PROGRESS= |T WON'T BE
| SO VERY LONG,AT THIS
RATE, TILL YOU'LL HAVE
THE PLANT FINISHED
AND BE READY TO
START PRODUCTION=
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| OLIVER= | NEVER

KMNEW YOouU EVER
| TO ADMIT ANYONE
OR ANYTHING COULD
| § STOP You, OR EVEN
1 SLOW YOU UP=

In the Dark
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By HAROLD GRAY

WELL, I'LL
RANTEE
LL

IVE JUST RRFUSED
QUEEN ANTOMA'S
PROPOSAL OF MARRIABE

DIES

WE MUST MAINTAIN
SREAT SECRECY OR,
OUR PLOTWILL FAIL

AMD WE, TOO, SHALL

LIEUT. SPEED MARTING PLANE WAS NO
DOLBT LOST AND DESTROVED IN THE RECENT

WE SHALL CONTINUE THE
SEARCH ROR MARTIN, CAPTAIN
LEBRUN FLY YOUIR PLANE

BEYOND THIS MOLINTAIN
RAMGE ~THE STORM BLEW '

CMON ,RETTLE-HERD' TH' ARPORT ~
QICW. = STOMP ON Y

BRINGING UP

AT

HOWZAT 2| Yoo ¢ooD' THERE RE
_ LEAST S\X SPEEO
T Lco\?‘.a RIEHT BHND Vs
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NICE.
GONY,

1 FOUND OUT ,THAT
DOCTORS_FRAL \& OW
TH' &AP THAT SALWE

| ABOUT AN WOUR AGO
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(U6 OUT UERY ¥FAR

)

L@ 1935 BY NEA SERVICK, ING. T, M. REG. U, B, PAT, OFF,

" By GEORGE McMANUS

THIMBLE
THEATRE

PERCY QUARTS, A BOY | WENT TO
SCHOOL. WITH IS GOING TO CALL.
| TELEPHONED HIM TO COME TO
DINNER., HE STRUCK IT RICH IN THE
GOLD-FIELDS AND 1S BRINGING MIS

PARTNERS ————

ALSO TO
RSE IN A
SCHOOL

IF | REMEMBER RIGHT
oK A
REFORM

Btarring

POPEY

*BEGINNING
OF THE

FIRST

ROUND

MAGGIE-MEET
GRUBSTAKE PETE, LOWER-LEVEL

KLONDIKE MIKE,

= ——

NOW SHOWING—'THE STAFF OF LIFE"

MONDAY—“ORDERS ROM THE BOBA"

ing. There was only ane thing for her |

the earridor, the heavy sultonss bang.

famps or coln (coln preferred) f(or this plllm;

Eeginiar Guard.

YOU MADE MY DOCTOR MAD
AND HE QUIT—NOW HoW'LL
WE GET THESE MEN
EXAMINED ?

'Lk D

EXANIMATIONS,
MESELF, THEN (LL

VACCINANKE 'EM,
T00

0 THE

| GOT ME OWN PERSNAL
IDEAR ABOUT HOW TO
| MAKE PEOPLE HEALT'Y

HNOW 1T'S DonE =5
RIGHT— 1'LL

[ HEALT' 1S THE

MOS' IMPORTINK
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€ NEW COUNT
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HM-M~-THERE ARE FOUR
EGGS SHY '—TLL COUNT )
THEM AGAINTO MAKE SURE—~
~TWELVE AND EIGHT IS TWENTY— }
TM RIGHT—FOUR MisSING |
~WHY, 1 SUST GOT THte

TWO DOZEN THIS MORNING |
—=HMF-\WAIT UNTIL T SEE THAT
EGG MAN~GETS GABBING ON

s
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POLITICS SO HE CAN GYP ME Yol

WHATS

——3SUST SAW A
POLICEM AN
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WRONG, OVER ) =i
AT THE HINKYS _,l/
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== SAY,MDEAR-DY
{ SEE my-
™

T
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D YOU &
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© EGAD SHES ;)
CHECKING UP ON 4
THE Eaes
TLL HAVE TO MUSTLE
OUT AND FETCH BACK

! THE FOUR L PUT IN
MY HENS NESTS |

£

s

L

AN

| STYEP UP, YA SWABS,
GET & HYPODERMIS

‘H'

m——

OUR BOARDING HOUS

=

nd

NO—IT
DIDN'T
BREAK
TH' SKIN
1T JUsT
BRUISED
IT A

LITTLE.

1 SEEN
TH' CLAMP
BREAK
LOOSE,
BuT L
DIDN'T
THINK IT
wouLD
FLY LIk
THAT.

WHEN T WAS A KID,
MY OL'MAN WAS MY
GREATEST HERO,
TILL TH' NIGHT OF
TH' FIRE, WHEN HE
JUMPED OUT OF A
WINDOW AN TH'
TAIL OF HIS MHGHT-
SHIRT CAUGHT ON
A MAIL, EVERY TIME
I SEEN HIM, AFTER
THAT, I'D THINK OF
HIM TRYIN' TO aiT
OUT OF THAT NIGHT-
SHIET.

IT DOES TAKE
SOME THIN' AWAY
FROM A KING,
To LET PEOPLE
SEE THAT U
TH' ROBE OF
DIGNITY IS TH'!
SHAPE OF A
SAND HILL




