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hid a01 10nui . was tit coond of a ker being

th. lock.

"JSu the door. Millicent g

momentarily that the

S op.n: that Bob C.Ue
!Sj mter tb room and a deadly

ou!d ensue between him tad
SSlu But d0(r 4,dn,t
5Jlt W eontinned to make

?i h the lock the person on

Jo,Ulde of the door strov. to

Ing that she had looked only at the
coat hangers for garments. She had
not looked Into the darker corners at
tha back of the closet,

She opened the door and peered to
the right. She thought she saw a bulky
object and stooped, pushing forward
her right hand with eiplosing finger-
tips outstretched.

'She touched something hard, solid
and smooth. Her fingers ran around
It until she reslised that it wu a
suitcase. She groped for the handle,
found It and lifted.

The suitcase waa surp'rlsingly heavy.
She dragged it out to the light and

gar an etclamatlon of delighted sur-

prise. It waa the suitcase Jarvls Happ
had given her the aultcase contain-
ing the books ' i account covering the
business dealings of Happ and Gentry.

She forgot her surroundings in the
thrill of his discovery. She dragged
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I THAT DIRECTION'the suitcase well out into the center
of the apartment, dropped to her
knees, opened the clasp, unfastened
the straps and stared at the assort'
ment of books revealed as the aultcase
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cemmanoantI

swung open.
She glanced through the books hns-til- y

and realised that beyoud doubt
they were the ones which dealt with
the affairs of Happ and Gentry.

Millicent'a mind raced with a quick
succession of startling thoughts.
There wss now no question but that
the occupant of the apartment was
directly concerned with the affairs of
the Happ household and must also be
implicated in some way in the Drim- -

RECEIVES

FROM HIS

AVIATORS

gold murder. But what possible con-- J Another Wild Goose ChaseBOOTS AND HER BUDDIES By MARTIN
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Happ te(1 40 MlUicent and

"TTrf, "It'e someone who's k

the lock with a skeleton

"gut who could h be!" ahe whia- -

""HMh," kt answered. "He'll hear

n itood perfectly aUll, listening
kUeaoitfi- wade by successive keys

were fitted, one by one, into
1 lock and the man on the other aide

J At door tried to open It.

torn" Happ, leaning cloee to
to that hia lipa were almost

Tot her hair, wbiapered. "We're
an tot U find out who that ia.

Hue perfectly still and don't make

I lore when I open the door."
Tm're not going to open the

ibe protested.
Be placed hia fingers against his

command for silence,Im Is a mute
tuned forward so that hia ear

m uiinst the psnel of the door.

I lit momenta later the noise made
w the key in the lock ceased. The

bib ef the door turned again as
aoora the person standing in the
biHnr night he making one laat at- -

apt Pusb the door or"n' Then
aiti wu silence.

Norman reached for the door knob.

Kiliont flung bar weight against his

m, pulling his band away from the
b

"Don't be foolish," he told her.

fin simple got to know who'a at
tt Joor."

"B rou open the door he'll see
jn." she said.

"Xe, he won't. He's going to the
ilmtor."

1 won't let rou do it. He'll shoot."
No, he won't It isn't Bob. Bob

tut key. Ire got to find out who It
a"

TH Mil yon," she said, "what you
sb Jo. Walt until he gets In the ole-

um and then run down the stairs.
1m can get to the lobby almost aa
eickly aa be does. Then he won't be
npldoni. Wait until you hear the
ilmtor door clang and then you can
flirt."

nection could tnere oe Detweon Driin-gol- d

and the Happs?
Then there was Bob Caise to be

considered. Undoubtedly he knew more
than he cared or dared to tell about
the woman in the black ermine coat.
Bob Caise had a key to the apart-
ment, let he had knocked at the door
before he had tried that key a pecu-
liar series of code knocks. If he had
a key why had he bothered to knock?
And why the code!

Millicent had thought at first that
the occupant of the apartment work-
ed daytimes snd waa in the apartment
only at night. But Bob Caise must
have expected to find someone there.
Otherwise he wouldn't bare given that
peculiar knock. And who bad been the
other person who had come to the
door, given the same set of code
knocks, and then tried in vain to un-

lock the door?
Millicent looked up from the ault-

case, suddenly realising that ahe bed
lost all track of time while she bad
been speculating upon these angles of
the case. She wondered if Norman had
been able to reach the lower floor of
the apartment house in time to see
tha person who had left the elevator.
Had he been successful in avoiding
detection?

She carefully closed the suitcase
and carried it to the door ao that
when Norman returned no time would
be lost in leaving the apartment and

carrying away the1 valuable evidence
she had discovered.

MBInutes passed, minutes which
seemed eternities. Slowly the convic-
tion was formed upon Millicent'a mind
that some untowsrd circumstance had

upset Norman's plans. She knew that
hia concern for her safety wss such
that no ordinary interruption would
have prevented bim from returning to
the apartment.

Millicent realised that she dared
not wait longer for him. He had un
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lie word were no sooner snoken
tlu tl7 beard the aound of the
senior door moving on Us track.

'Now," she exclaimed, "go ahead,
til wilt. Come back here just as soon
n IM find out."

Hi Jerked the door open, caused
kill he peered down the hallway,

am tiiruttedly, "He's already in the
Alitor." Then he turned toward the
etttrtiee and disappeared around the
oner of the corridor.

amcnt cloied the door of the
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which bad prevented bim from return,
ing. There was only one thing for her
to do, and that was to leave at once.

She picked up the suitcase and, as
she did so, realized that she was hold-

ing every bit of evidence they had
been able to uncover, every bit of
evidence which would ahow the sin-

ister activities of the woman in the
ermine coat, or link Bob Caise with
the Feldlng murder. In her right hand
she carried the suitcase which bed

la,pateful that she had prevented
awoan from rushing into danger but

(tab- realizing that she had left
em la a far from enviable post-- ti

Ski waa alone in the apartment,
"Bel by a killer or a killer'a accom- -.

and Bob Caise, who had threat-- 4

to "take.care" of her, might re-t- it

et any moment,
' hit a touch of panic but d

herself with the th.iuiiht that
muHipp would soon return. She

"W to utilite the few minutes that
neceeearily be In the ap-- "t

by making a more thorough
sarin,

t to the writing desk, open- -
lad looked for some bit of

hep d(iItonsl
"onutlon about the occupant ofa "Wrtnent.

Hire wu some note paper, some
J. a rent receipt, a blotter, some

- Ink, snd the broken stub of a
in the d.sk. but nothing that
'r a d.w to that which she

been stolen from the Happ residence.
Over her left wrist was the strap of
the purse In which reposed the folded
note signed by Bob Caise. She took
a deep breath, tried to steady the
pounding of her heart, opened the door
into the corridor, hesitated a mo-

ment, then pushed her way out into 7 . SI-fiL- Wthe corridor, the heavy suitcsse bang

"feet turn.,) h.l. ' ing agsinst her legs.
The corridor waa empty.
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