© 1534 NEA BERVICE WG

yept blm waiting 16 min-

"kr‘i:w.n she nppeared she waw
L I—pr_ir of red velvet lounging

r golden bair which she
F”’“',f: J:u to har head in
‘W.hm{“, waves was loose—in a
ank fulfy bob, making her look
:‘ﬁ”nw],m, Bhe amiled at him

Y.
pytar, YU darling! I ean always
on yout
stared. Ho bad expectad to
| *\er wpset, perhaps crying, but
| wia oo indication of hysterls or

prrnisnees

ret?’
1 P;z‘thukl," Pelar said shortly,
anyat 4i you want to tell me About
eck tnd why couldn't you tell
,.',m the telephone?”
Tm horribly embarrassed. And
g Aunt touise might have been
e sround, 1 feel terrible ask-
e
"q’:n'" arerdrawn.’!
a3eaclous, 0o, I'm not quite that
1's this way. Aunt Louiss
-iil.'* tall me until T eame home that
were aome heavy ahligntions
e munt mESE thin month. The truth
Pater, it would be a0 much more
aminlent Lo pay you unE month,'
swhy in the world didn't you any
1 You koew you conld pay me
| hmeTer 30U pleane.’
wraat's terribly wweet of you, but
check hum gr.-nie through now,"
; L] m.
Milrle r#m1nd‘d3: x

wr frowned. 8o it had, “Well,
8 :m!; remedied,” he said after

_-..::mmt. He took his check hook
.gfounm"ﬂ, pen from his pocket,

gils oot & check and banded it to
h;dm smiled, “Thank you worlds,
‘fts will eane Aunt Laouise's mind.
1 asnd & newe check next month.!"
“pny time that It's convenient for

';]u fallowed him to the door. “Must
™o Peter? T really get horribly
foaly these days.” Her volea was
el “Tt's only natural that I
foeld miss you, {sm't it
Peter got away in a hurry. He wia
|dsking that with the least excuse
| yeria would be getting emaotional.
On the way home he fonnd he wan
werying & little about the chack. It|
‘'t important, of course, Beill—
B¢ was thinking about Anm, too.
il bsd 'eodied mwfully pretty with
fat angrr light in her eves, Tt was
A fiext time he had ever meen her
bagry, Now that his own anger had
(woled e was inelined to be amuked
e the way Ann Bad flared up, She
W mpirit.
When ha drove I he noticed that
# door to the garage where Ann's
e way kept was opén. It had been
(taied when he left. He atood look-
g ot her ear. He shook himaelf
Lt of the mood. He wan getting mor-
| worrying about that check
Weimess and then vanguely trouhbled
(#eanse Ann bad heen ont in her car.
He had been away from home lean
ten an bour and Ann was back, Per-
hps she had taken a apin on the
dire. O gone over to Sarah’s and
fiuad her not at bome.

The light was off in Ann's room,
i ke knocked. “Ann,™ be ealled,
“What la it, Peter?"

*t's too late for a show, but how
Wont golog some place to dance and
bl ant "

t, Peter. I'm in bed” |
*Asn, I'm sorry mbout your birth.
iy Let's celabrate It tomorrow night. |
¥l ask another couple, take in 8
#ow and & night elub

*Floe."

Pater grinned,

Ant's voice dida't sound In the

There was an omlnous silence oa
the gronnds, an atmosphers of sus-
peaded violence, Tt was an though the
big factory waited for something.
Workera went about thelr tasks auto-
matieally. Group meetings on the
grounds bed heon banned. A penalty
of dismizsal had been set for viola-
tion of the order., But there were
group meetings outside. The recrea-
tion park was ouriously empir of
ehildren these days, though milling
with workers after hours.

Newspapers carried dally storles
and editorials which condemned the
mirit of lawlessness that bad ap.
peared In the Kendall factory, Bene-
fits the workers had known for more
than 40 years under Keldall regima
were clted. The papers boldly adve-
cated placing & cordon of armed po.
liee about the conmstriction force the
day work hagan,

Ann mid to Pater, with a tight-
ening sbout hep heart, "Will yon be
there "

“Don't worrs,” he mald,
the anxisty In her eyes,
worried about him!

“WWhen are they going to hegin¥*

“At nins in the morning.”

Ann alept little that night. Lying
awake In ber bed, she thought of
Petar and his diffleultiea,
not for the stories in the paper and
what peopls snld, she would never
have known thers were difficulties,
Peter never talked about them,

Bhe thought of his tanned face, his
gray eyes which would be serious and
friendly at times, and teasing and
tender at other times.

Peter was In trouble,
her wha could ge to him now ond
tell him Bow worried and frightened
she was. But she eouldn't because he
lovad Valeris,

She turned her face against the saft
pillow. And after & long while she fsll

inte a tronbled sleep.
- .

He read
Ann was

-
AB'N awnkened enrly and dressed
whils Peter was still asloep. When
he eame ont of his room she was
sitting by & window, reading the morn-
ing mewspaper. She handed it to him
and watched as he read the article
predieting an onthreak at the factory
if work was atarted today, The em-
ployes were dn an ugly mood, Even
the most loyal wera reported tn ha
in an ynsettled frame of mind

A meeting had heen held at a ball
in the community last night but old
Peter Kendall and his grandson had
refuned to have the erowd disparsed
by polies.

“Why didn't you tell me® Ann
nsked Peter.

“1 didn't want yon to worry," he
sald,

“What do the men want?'

“Mora money."

YiAre they entitled to more?”

Pater smiled at her, but answered
serlonsly, “Yes and no, Ther are
being paid more than most factory
workers, &nd to raize their wages
now isn't advisable from the diree-
tors’ standpoint. They think it would
he too heary a load to earry. The
workers can't underatand how §1.-
000,000 ean be spent in improvements
when wages can't be raised.”

Ann anld, “They need more money.”

“Yes,"” Peter answered, “But this
is not the way to get IL"

Some day e would tell Ann about
Osenr's hame, about the undernou-
rished children playing In one corner
of the room. The children bad been
woaring old sweaters, patchod and
worn clothing. All the grownups had
been hnddled near the fire, Some
laundry had been drylng on & rack,
The drab, colorless room. Tha hard-
eyed, work-worn women, A foreman's
palary, stretched th buy necesaities

Wit aners, What a good sport ale
W, Almost any other woman would
Y b resentful, or ersing, which
wuld he woree,

Be felt gullty and ashamed. “-'l
Wi anted ke & damned idiot, rushing ‘
¥ 1o Valeria. Buot he dida't I(n-wr‘
¥ to tell Ann that, \

Am was feeling bhetter, Peler had
Wt stayed.  Fle had eome hack In &
Verrr. TF he had eoma & few milnutes
wiliee ther wonld have met at the
Prige,

L]

Puter was hoping things would eass
WAt the factory. But they did not |
B Mites that woek or the next, At |
& 54 of tha werond wesk, work was |
Wiy t0 herin,

—-_—

for a0 many grown-ups and ehildren,
eonldn't be expected to furnish lox-
uries, too,

Pir had been shorked, and stirred.

Somathing was wrong when human
belngs Jaborsd and strapzied, yet
eame no nearer eomfort than this,

“Why didn't you wait? The paper
says it s foolbardy to begin work
today."

Pater shook hin head. “Any time
woall be had.”
Ann followed Bm ta the door,

“Pator, yon will bs carefal?
#yes. Don't worry. Thinzs will be
af right”
(To Be Continued)
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) ‘DADDY THOSE KIDS
NAVEDJI.EEHI%\ING. MEW
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ARE THEY HAVI“‘
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15 How You al
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- [ BG BOYS STUMPED.

THATS GOT TH'

THER'S RULES AGIN
SITTN' DOWN, SLEEPIN]
SMOKIN', VISITIN' AN’
READIN', WHILE YOUR
MACHINE IS RUNNING
BUT THEY EVIDENTLY
OVERLOOKED FIDDLE
PLAYIN'— THEY'LL

VEH—BUT L DON'T \ |
SEE WHY, THO—
THAT DON'T KEEP

A GUY's MIND orF
HIS WORK ANY MORE
THAN COUNTIN' SPARROWS
COMIN' IN THRU A HOLE
IN TH' WINDOW; ER
WATCHIN' A SPIDER
BUILD A WEB,

ad HAILL AN
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WHEN | CL.OSE

THE TOP, SHOVE )
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