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PERIA'R eyer were wide and
B wits sars. Her soft, red
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she mobbed. “If you eould only wee
how it happened! T wasn't to hlame, |
and I eould expluin If you would only |
try to understand, Peter,” |

He stood up, looking down at htr."
He snid tensely, “You can't explain!
aoything. We're through." |

Valerin slipped the ring that looked |
like & drop of white fire from her|
finger. As Peter made no move to
take it, she Inid it on the tahle. Bhe
was trembling. “You're breaking with |
me—" |

“I'd have to be able to trost my
wife

Valeria's volee rons sbrilly. “What
you want fe an angel for a wife. All
right, go out and see If you ean find |
her!™

Her bitter taant rang in hin sars as
he left the house, He was glad to get
away, to fesl the cold, elean sir whip
agningt him, Christmas! Marry Christ-
mas to all! A merry, meery Chrint
mas! |
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Tony and Ann had dined. They had
gone to w musical comedy, but the'
f{eeling of depression had not lifted,

The big box with Ita gay wrappings
was in Tony's ecar, still unopened,
Tony had looked embarcnxsed when
Sarnh had walked ont of the bedroom
with It, saging, “Ann, after all your
trouble you've forgotten to glve Tany
his Christmas present.” |

But Tony did not dive down Into |*

his pocket after Sarah had left. BAY-
ing, “And here's your present, Ann."

Ann decided that he was walting
for the constraint between them to
1ift, But, try as she would, she econld
mot be natural, Etren the thought of
the small, twinkling ring which was
probably in hls pocket right now did
nnt bring happiness,

L .

It was whils they were driving
home, darkness gathering about them,
that Tony mald, “P'se a little some-
thing for you at my place, Ann, I'll
drop by and plek It up”

He parked the ear in front and
steppad ont. Ann =aid, on impulwe,
“It's eold out hers, Mind If T come In
wih you?"

Tony said slawly, “Whr, of conrae
not."

Ann bad never bean inside Tony's
apartment, though she had waited aut.
t"'a for him many times whils he went
In for n quick change, He lived In a
smnall apartment huilding, ate out, and
shared the services of n mnid,

He apened the door and  they
stepaedd Into the gloamy, bhox-like
living room. Fumbling for the switeh
nt * daor, he said, “Not much to
s " Just a lot of furniture thrown
togathar."

The light flashed on, revealing o
sene of wild disorder. Chaies In
every posithon, clgaret trays filled with
nxhes, cignret stubs on the flaor, a
table coversd with glasses, And bot-
tlen, hottlen, Wverywhers, |

The light fell upon a couch in the
1 wove. Flung eaveleanly there, where |
Tany . nice new robe shonld have |
been, was n bright green negligee,
' ding with Iace.

There was no alibiing away that
negligne.
very Iarge and  expensive box of
eandy. tied with & huge red ribbon—a
box without meals or holiday wrap-
pings.

Ann mearcely heard Tons's furious,
"Damn that girll”

Fyen in that moment of bawilder-
mout it was perfeetly cloar that ‘".
was not talking of his feminine visitor
bt of the mald wha had falled to
elean the room.

Ann heard herssl! saying clearly,
“Manss don't say anvthing at all to
me. ~ conldn't possibly hear it And
nothing ron would sy eanld make any
iliffarance,”

Tonr had stared at her, had peen
woi athing n Aon's eyes that had
aohered him completely and thorough.
Ir. He sald harshly, “The tronhle with
yor, Ann, {s that yon have & monoga:
piat e mind ™

Th: words dld not reginter. Ann|
wan wilking ont of Tong's place, clox.
Ing the donr. 8Bha was walking quickly,
o=y through the snow,

Putting distance hatween her and

mathing that was hateful and bure.
ing.

How far ahe walked, she did not
know, A long way, ahe wan sure, be |
cauns hep hands and feet were rh:ﬂ*rl.l
and ahe was In the conter of town. |
Tn the ecenter of all the lizhis and
glitter

(To Be Continued)

0UTE DONKEY MAKES FINE TOY OR
MASOOT SAYS LAURA WHEELER

DONKEY

And over In one chalr, | |
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