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LITTLE ORPHAN ANNIE Good News BY HAROLD GRAY
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he lobbed. "If you could only ee
how it happened! I wain't to blame,
and I could explain If you would only
try to understand, Peter."

He stood up, looking down it her.
He slid tensely, "lou cin't explain
anything. We're through."

Valeria slipped the ring that looked
like i drop of white tire from her
finger. As Peter made no more to
take it, she laid It on the table. She
wai trembling. "You're breiklng with
me"

"I'd hare to be able to trait my
wife."

Valeria'! voice rose shrilly. "What
you want is an angel for a wife. All
right, go out and see if you can find
her!"

Her bitter taunt ring In his eirs is
he left the house. He was glad to get
iwiy, to feel the cold, clean air whip
against him. Christmas! Merry Christ-
mas to ill! A merry, merry Christ-mil- !

Tony and Ann had dined. They had
gone to a musical comedy, but the
feeling of depression bad not lifted.

The big box with its gay wrappings
was in Tony's car, still unopened.
Tony bad looked embarrassed when
Sarah had walked out of the bedroom
with it, saying, "Ann, after all your
trouble you've forgotten to give Tony
his Christmas present."

But Tony did not dive down into
his pocket after Sarah bad left, say-
ing, "And here's your present, Ann."

Ann decided that he wai waiting
for the constraint between them to
lift. But, try as she would, ahe could
not be natural. Even the thought of
the small, twinkling ring which wai
probably in bis pocket right now did
not bring happiness.

It was while they were driving
home, darkness gathering about them,
that Tony said, "I've a little some-

thing for you at my place, Ann. I'll
drop by and pick it up."

He parked the car in front and
stepped out. Ann said, on impulse,
"It'i cold out here. Sllnd If I come In
w:th you?"

Tony said ilowly, "Why, of course
not."

Ann had never been inside Tony'i
apartment, though she had waited out-- r

'e for him many times while he went
in for t qnlck change. He lived In i
small apartment building, ate out, and
shareil the services of a maid.

He opened the door and they
step iod into the gloomy, box-lik- e

living room. Fumbling for the switch
t door, he said. "Not much to

s '. Just t lot of furniture thrown
together."

The light flashed on, revealing 1
of wild disorder. Chairs In

every posltb n, cigaret trays filled with
ashes, cigaret stubs on the floor,
table covered with glasses. And bot-

tles, bottles. Everywhere.
The light fell upon a couch In the

t ' ?ovc. Flung carelessly there, where

BY MARTINBOOTS AND HER BUDDIES Is Weakening!
U 7ANO W GO along! n s 1 VCNOW. BUT VOEVe AUWAVS SEEMEDNEL- -, VLL WtMO T'ftlLLN UE CAN

-- WHOOEE -L- lSSEN AT tM RAV&t m 1
GOWMX CLEAR. OUT THINGS --J
START T' HAPPEN

TAKE VT TO AGREE ON MOST TWIN6S'. BOT.UP
HERE CONFOUND VT, VJE DON'TtMO PEACEFUL OVJT WEREt

Wpeeun: SEEVA TO THNVC THE SAME AT ALLN JULEP, I SlWVPOf CAN'T
UNDER.4TANO NiONA. SHE uau tw mn a rtrv

DOESN'T SEEKA TO BE AT S FORGET tflMfeMWIALL TWe SORT OP GOi- - I
THOUOHT SHE WAS ) that If ft I HI - a Zri-&xih-

.
IV r"' irjfi art r-- -- n hi i

1lit 4 il
the affectionate ra.l-"J-

low growl. "Beastly
' ,nr(or the papen."

td iM newspaper. A

JU h. glinee up. "lou

rf. tto yet. Peter
iqtbiif startling ?"

2d7 "ffell. 3"u 11 haTe t0 ,ee

Ifi tilt Valeria"
LI mtoed for the newspaper.

tUt, reading mechanically,
Liikim in the detiils of whit
3 ii heird Don't roice.

HIjI voo'n lucky to find out
ntk about that girl. Now thit
h) I'll tell you aomethmg elae.

jit the first time ahe'i been
to Balen'i. She wai there one

cilia I dropped in. I law her

,ut table the one yon brought
K Paris"

Wi Bid, "Ne"r mind, Don, md
tknen.

In (Ared him to thi hill. He
tt War looked ill, lunk. "Tou'r

ft"-- "
fin back to bed, Donnie," Peter

inn straight to Valeria's
rant A sober-eye- maid opened
Ian. Her roice wai agitated,
Takrii'i not up yet, air."

Await." Peter'i tone wia grim,
mid (but the door quickly be-I-

httttt vu wrapped in atillnesa.
I Cbriitmu morning, Peter

be had come over and
I It filled with people. Every-- r

bad been laughing and talking;
jtw riming: the doorbell ring-- ;
Tilfril had been opening park-- i

b ud Just returned from abroad
lb rill the gold party bag with

InrtM monogram had ' been
si tln.
in the otben had gone he and
a had driven to th park. The

ui sbrnbi were fantastic
a cawed with mow. Last night

tic.bt it sweet of Valeria to
tier.
b iter opened and the entered
m. Vilerla'a face was white,
'! Mritened. She came to him,
I to lips to his. But Peter did

dibit. He grasped her wrists,
kt iwit from him and gazed

(limit her.
Mifa whispered, "Surely you
ft kSiti those dreadful things in
"ajaper! If you'll only not get
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been, was a bright green negligee,
with lace.

There was no alibiing iway that
negligee. And over In one rbalr, a
very large and expensive box of
candy, tied with a hnge red ribbon a
box without aeals or holiday wrap-
pings.

Ann searcely heard Tony'i furious,
"Pnmn that girl!"

Fren in that moment of bewilder-
ment It was perfectly clear that he
was not talking of his feminine visitor

of the maid who had failed to
clean the room.

Ann heard herself saying clearly,
"Please don't say anything at ill to
me. " couldn't possibly bear It. And
nothing yon would say could make any
difference."

Tony had stared at her, had leen
soi .ethlng In Ann's eyes that had
sobered him completely and thorough-
ly. He said harshly. "The trouble with
you. Ann. Is that you have a monoga-n-!'- "

mind!"
Thi words did not register. Ann

was walking ont of Tony'i place, clos.
Ing the door. She was walking quickly,
di"r-"- y through the snow,

rutting distance between her and

mething that waa hateful and hurt-t-

How far she walked, the did not
know. A long way, she was sure, be-

cause her bands and feet were chilled,
and she was In the center of town.
In the renter of all the lights and

glitter.
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