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the criminologisty
es of the case
m:!:}.p:!n; Oharles Fiab-
Dot “‘;. that & burried pettle-
b pleted with The Blade
e od was taken ser-

ba
Rt ::; both attributed that

" siety cauned by Plo
”’::ubllznbﬂn poblished.
- e of the artlcle,” sald
oNot because of that
o of the tactics of the
r people. They were Eoing

tea  Frank's reputation by
puie in their 'pol'tl; u;d
X tlon was all that he
u':uw :r.n Mopsy meant but
;! blm. That which be prised
o 18 0 was his reputation and
munitr.”
oy b tb-' «J‘m X

weak nnd topeless,
“m::’ without enthusingm,

r. Bhe apoke as one

& of a thunder shower
had I"“"d after doing damage
' prise Ded of flowers,

d vou, Asked Gritf, "let your
o enow that you were going to
.. 1o pegotiate ® settlement?
e stared ot him steadily.

Why do you want me to answer
¢ quastion " she neked,

i it ogo. he r;lrl :h:;; rl::. 'f‘el:
npon her P v

m:u'_dnfman matter., But would

mind telling me whr you and your

1 became R0 greatly eoncerned
: the fact that & reporter was
ine an Investigation for the pur-
of dmrminlns?hrtn about Mr,
g utation 1"

“ld':ﬂ'wu mean " she nsked.
Fas there.” De asked, “some spe-
fact that you were afrald the
14 aneover?
o " E: not. My hushand's Mfe
&0 open Mﬂk."
why pwrrﬁ you so afrald 0.5
the reporter might untorvr?”
1t wasn't what he might uneover,
wid Tt was the idea of the
g the loan of prestige: the lonn
diplty; the cortain ¥mowledge
| some shrewd attorpey wonld
t and dlstort the little incidents,
minor mutters. &0 an to make them
big and important.”
hat little incldent? What minor
ot ¥ pressed Griff,
®s il othing. The cornars of
irered.
'Pull:'m“i she said, “Tou didn't
here to bait me, but to ask me
hing or to tell me something.
get It over with and go.”
fgritrs voiee wan low-pitched and
fideatial.
wint to aak you" he maid, “if
Inew that the reporter who had
st by the newspaper to inves-
e yoar husband’s repotation was
dared, and his bods was found yes-
1 afternoon 2"
L ]
Hid some electric current galvsnia-
ber to sudden activity, she eonld
bace reacted mors quickly or vio-
iy ta his words, She sat bolt up-
it The filmy negligee fell open In
xed away from one shoulder.
dak panie of her ayen wan now
meillsd. Her bloodless lips quiv-
d before they managed to month
to8 word—""Murdered]"
" he mald. “Tou hadn't heard
o "

" n".u paid

ot beca
Cathay.
but beos

'!:I;nﬁ-rr’l!" she mald. “Oh my

Ebe drapped back againat the chalr
lay rery atill and very motion.

Grift went to Ber wide. falt of her
wint to the door of the room
jerked It open. A mald was
within & few feot of the
. ber faes floshed,

our mivtress, wald Gelff, “han
tod Bt what yon ean do for
The mafdl atared at him weenwingly.
Rink" mid Geiff, “you had het-
thlphone for & phyaiclan.”

He riised By voles slightly as he
the uggestion, and then turned
taard the still form which re-
M I tbe orerstuffed chair. That
Mtirred, A work voine sald, “No,
Mt want o phrstelan, (Get me some
undy, Marie”

il faced the msid ones mors,
Teder the eircomstances. he msaid,

foee aod that | pm
rriew,”

mald sald nothiy

™ with hostils, nr:f}a:m.;::r:r:
frund bis way out of the house,
Yallor renchad tha front door Just
M wtepped to tha pareh, The
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#d the knob of the door and slammed
it

shut,
Griff walked rapidly down the oe-

ment to the place whers his taxieab
was walting,

"Get me," be sald to the driver, “to

a public talsphone whers I can put i
a long distance eall Don't lose any
time."”

TE.'I: eab driver drove at high speed

down the winding road which led

from the big Cathay home to the near
sot through boulevard. He pulled &=
befors a drug store and held the door
of the ear opan,

Bidney Griff entered the drug store,

put throogh a long distance call to
Dan Bleeker of The Blade,

“The woman in the case,” he sald,

“has employed Carl Racine of the
Racine Detective Bureau, Bhe order-
od np her car for him, to take him
to the city, She in obviously very much
frightened. It would probably be ad-
visable for you to heve two of your
best men walting along the boulay-
nrd,
with har car and ean give the men a
description of it. Doubtless some of
your reporters know Racine personal-
ly. When he passes have them drop
in behind and see If ther can follow
him. I think he has been ment upon
a mission of the greatest importance
—n mission which requires nome skill
and daring to bandle. Racine was hos-
tile when I met him,"”

I belleve that you are familiar

Bleeker'n reply was directly to the

point.

“When did they leave?”" he asked.
“Approximately 15 mioutes ago.”
“The road will be covered,"” Bleskesr

sald, “We have just received assur.
ancen from the authorities at River-
view that an autopsy will be ordered.”

Griff gave a low whistle,
“You must,”" he sald," have sxerted

considerable pregaure.”

"We did," said Blesker, “but we

received unexpected reinforcements
from a confidential
made to the authorities by one of the
physlcinns in the case. It represented
n complets change of attitude on hia
part mince an earlier interview. I was
wondering if, perhaps, yoar presence
In Riverview had been responsible for
the physician's change in attitnde.”

ecommuonication

Ridney Griff Inughed.
‘My presence In Riverview,” he

said, “has hesn responsible for a lot
of things, I'm plaving human eheck-
ers. I'll see you thin evening.”

Bmiling, he slid the receiver gently !
back on the hook. His face wns alert,
the eyes narrowed, wary and watch-
fal,
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lamps burnlog In the room but the
glow they gave was subdoed. Sidnsy
Griff, attired in lounging aoit and
long woolen bathrohe, stared into the
spirallng smoke from his eigaret
Aernsa from him, Dan Bleeker seem.
ed very mach excited.

“Anyything about Decker?' he ask-

eod, “Any newn for us?"’

Griff's face froze into rigid tmpas-
elrity,

“No," he mid,

Bleeker apoke rapidly. “Remember,”
he sald, “you're going to give ve the
breaks when the time comes. Youn
know, Griff, there's something m-
eanny abont yon, at that.”

Griff stared through the cigaret
smoke and sald, “I presume you're
about to tell me that you've found the
woman in the came.”

"We know who she Is'" Bleaker
said. “We haven't found her. That
hunch of yours was one of the most
remarkable things I've sver

BRINGING UP FATHER

I'™M JUBT GOiIN'IN

"“ﬂihm-.h.mmm.-.‘

ALL RIGHT= | 1KNOW 4
THE KITCHEN YO YOU WONT SMEAK :
T A DRINK OF OUT WHILE YOou NG Bae
wxre.n-‘ AREIN YOUR %L'E‘,TE;B\:‘R_“::
= SNV ROGES WELL-

] -

i |

TO DINTY MOORES

'BY GEORGE

NOW: LETS SEE
IF MY NAME S

N THE SOCIAL An' MAKE 1T AS
TO- - G AS YO
IR T N GIF THERE-

ered,”

"Go ahead" Oriff wald, “tell me
about it."

"We got the lead not over half an
hour after 1 was talking with yon
on the long distance telephone from
Riverview,” Blseker sald. “Bill Ou-
barne, ane af our reporters, made
check on thes Lisappearance onse
which had beean reported by a Min
Aliee Torton, 24, residing at the Elite
npartments, 810 Robinson strest, Bhe
had reported the disappesrance of
Esther Ordway, 22, who shared her
npartment.”

The intense nervousness which had
characterined the eriminologist the
night before seemad to have left him

: ‘{I:e! mtke any farewells to | now. He stretohed ont, physically re-
T8, Please toll hor that I|Iazed, the only sign of nervousness
prateful for | being the qulek, vigorous puffs on the

cigaret which indicated an Inner ten-
slon,
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