CHAPTER XXXI

GBAHT)FATB ER was

pome and they did mot bave to make

or explanations sbout their early|yeker which finalls found. it
Donon went upstaits andljns the kitchen, :r]urk:i “d'"::;

relurn
sssed, but It was almost an hour

B efura Bill joined ber.

pill removed hls clothes without
wroing on the light and Donnn lay
Pl’f“ﬂ’ still, pretending that ahe
was asleep Ehe yenrned to throw
yer arms about him and try to ban.
b the ugly thonghta that she knew
gere troubling him pod raising a
parrier between them.

A long time they lay there, Donna's
opes burning, ber lids beary from
\be tears ahe bad shed, At last ahe
could endure it no longer. She
jouched his shoulder timidly, “Bill"
she said, “ars you asleep?®”’

N

“yon—aren't thinking that 1 went
to pieces because of—COon David?"

*No."

“Then- L

“'g facing the facts, I've been
o huppy that T wuppose I've bien a
ptind fonl. T should have realized I
sy nothing to offer to take the place
of all you're nccustomed to, I'd fore
gotten thnt you ran away once to
scape the farm—and that it it was
anbeavable then (it would be more so
o that you've seen the world"

Donrna was silent,  not  knowing
you to answer, since obviously he had
ast helleved her protests that she
eas absolutely happy hiere

v know you've dooe your best to
be satisfied. No man could have
wked for a better wile, Perbaps
iat's why 1 haven't understood ms 1
shoull have hefors this. I'm not al-
ipgether eelfish, Madeline, I love you.
| Iove you so much that, sooner than
we you g0 on getting paler and thin-
wr evers day, I'd rather zve you
wp, Hend you back to the life yon
prel”

- - L]

“gilli* she eried. She rested ber
wtlght on ans elbow and tried to see
g fuoe in the shudows, "I helieve—
ihare's nothing else I can believe—
st you've brooded and thought so

much over what 1 used to be that you |

put & wrong construction on every-
thing 1 do, Won't you take my word
for it that nothiug in the world is
farther from my mind thsn to return
1o the circus?

“l know they say show business
s under your akin, It does with
wme, bt my accident nnd others I've
wn drove away all the glamonr the
eregn may have held for me. It
van't regret, or anything like If,
{kat sent me to pleces tonight. It
was thinking sbout a friend. a verr
daar friend who died in an accident.
That girl—the one who played Polly
~lnoked something like her—"

“Why difln't you say eo then?"

"Tom didn't give me = chance.
Ton took it for granted )t wap some-
thing #lse. You're being unfair. I
yimit I'm unstrung—1 have been ever
pines my fall—but lsn't that natural?
Then Grandfather's llness—Te know
b ean't live mueh longer and that
makes me unhappr, Tf you are go-
‘mg to he fealons and suspleiona—""
Her volre broke.

“It T were only sure Jou Were
tlling tha truth—"

“I am! 1 am! T love yon more
thar tha whols world. YWhen you
wren't yonraelf or there's any eoolness
between
st Sometimes 1 think It must he
srang 1o lave Anyons an I do you, I'm
tritd wome misfortuns will come of

“Dasling.” he murmured, and erad-
d Eer knad on his chest, “What a
eary {o0] 1 am."”

And gt tha wvery time when the
Fit thet bad made them both so mis-
mehle for m brief while was dinsl
“on David war making his plans
= to Lahanon.
nkegiving day was drawing
It might ba Grandiather Bid.
last Thanksgiving day on this
arth and Danne was determined that
I whould be n pleazant and cheerful
= Having dinonversd that she had
tolittle talent for eooking, she et
be paring  fruft enkes and
and great kettles of pump-

Tuesday pftarnoon she and Min-
in the warm, splos-odored
b with their sleeven roll

Whils Donna mized |

| cake batter, welghing the eitrop and
| outs and froit for the eakes, Minnle
sleeping | giiread the kattl low 1

4 tle of yellaw pampkin
whea Bill and Donna arrived|ang gope up &

flow of chatter,
Donne wasn't at all wnrs that the

for the stuffing, was young or old
but under the circumstances it seemed
sdvisable not to seek finformation
And Minnis, for once, had nothing to
say.

Thursday dawned clear and eoll
with & erust of snow on the ground
but no indication in the wkr that there
wWas more to eome. Grandfather
stamed particolarly well and antied-
pating belng moved, bad and all, inte
the dining room for the festive oe-
caxion. Gay winter berries were
hung in wreaths over the windows,
the shades wers drawn to admit the
wuplight, and the radia was tuned In

LITTLE ORPHAN ANNIE
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JOB TO SES
THAT SHE
'T GET
ISE- SHE
COULD SPOIL
EVERYTH

for the Thaksgiving servieea.

Donna, her ehesks flushed and rosy
her syes sparkling, bustled from klt-
chen to dining room, Ogn ths old-
fashioned oak boffet the frult eake
rested In state. Jars of plckies, pre-
serves and eranberry snuce graced
the long tabie. Mounds of sweet but-
ter and cottage cheese and pickied
cherries and walnute, a5 well as cit
ron and raisine and almopds, were
set ont. And there was the great
roasted bird, bureting with orster
dressing.

In the kitchen Minie whipped
Irish potatoes inta a weritable eream
antl basted candied yams with their
own syrup. On the stove deep pump-
kin and mince pies  retained  the
warmth of the oven,

Miss Perkine, withoug her ami-
form and rather pretty in & dark bloe
velvet dress, helpad Bill push the bed
into the dining room. From hia pile
of pillows Grandinthep saiil the blegs.
ing over the food they were abont to
recelve. Bill and Donna, though their
hends were lowered, clasped hands
under the table and offered another
prayer of thanks that the old man
they both loved so was sharipg the
dinner with them.

Bill was carving the bird and Min
nie was in the kitchen dishin: up the
yegetables when the door bell rang.

“I'll go," Donna waid and left the
tabile.

(To Be Continued)
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Walterville High
Meeting is Held

WALTERVILLE, June 27,—iSpe.
elal),—MoKenzie high achool district
annual school meeting waw held on
Maondny afternoon and discussions on
teansportation for pupils and other
features of the district work were
carrled out by those prosent. L. R,
Milliean was re-elecled to serte ax
director. His term will bo five years.
At the board meeting held after the
annnal school meeting Meaw O, L.
Stacy was re-elected clerk,

Vialet Pottey left Bunday for Balam
where she is visitinz this week with
Mr, and Mrs, Orrille Wegner, She
went back with them when Mr. Weg-
ner drove down Saturday evening for
Mrs. Wegner.

The Workers' society will mest an
Thursday, June 28, st the home of
Belle Milliean,

Missea Margaret, Mehel and Ruby
Chasve and Lola Crabtree of Lower
Camp Cresk Bundsy school who ar-
tendsd the Waltarellie distsict conven.

un the life is all gone ont of |
| home of Mr, and Mre, Ch

tlon at Walterville Inst Bundey wers
supper guests Bonday evening at the
arles Jack
at Deerhorn. Mr. Baldwin, Mrs,
Jack's father. and Mra. Jack tonk the
girls bome fo the evening.

Mr. Fisher of 8pringfield In at the
Campbell home papering their front
rooms. He ia driving back and forth
to his work.

BOOTS AND HER BUDDIES

Enough Is

OF COURSE 1 vm]\*ou FEEL
£ORRY FOR NOU || SORRN FOR

L ME?

PLEAGE DONT ,BEcAusE REALN-K FrEL sorav)
FOR w HERE 1N TRS BEAUTIFUL OLD WOLER,
THAT COND BE 50 BRIGHT AW CHEERFUL | You

HAME BUERVWTANG TULWE TOR ~EERY REASON
T'BE WAPPY | BUT, N0 w= YOU'D RATHER LWE W
TR OAST  N'LVE OWER TR THINGS THAT YOUR
ANCESTORS TID | YOURE 20 mom.n'q:\w.

FROM T
AL TRER YOouR-
SELF | FORGET T’
PAET! WAVE -
LAUGHW AN BE

(mm
ouUT OF
NouRL

WEAD ?

) HAPPY |

OM ,DONT BE ALARMED MR, ROG5-1M GOING | BUT,SOME OF YOLR

FRIENDS PROBABLY YWOULD SEE ME AN MISPLACE THER EVEBROWS,\F

1 LEFT BY TW' FRONT DOOR =50 Tl JUs' oLP OUT TR BACK WaN AN’
1 MO ONE WL BUEN MOTICE ME |1 WOULDN'T WANT TO HOMILIETE, You
AN MORE TRAN 1T MAVE =weuws GOODBVE!

BRINGING UP FATHER

Mra. Mary Bmesd, Charlie, Ross
and Myra Emaed motored 1o Coburg
Saturdsy and visited st the home of
Mr. and Mre. Howard Brachtel 1

Baling was halted at the C. A
Jessen farm Mondsy afterncon about
4 o'clock when the thunder storm
hroks and & hard rain fell. Wind and |
rain kept up untll Inte Is the svening
and intermittentls  all  during the |
night. The raln eome down so bard |
that londing the tractor of the haling
machine was giren wp until Taesday
morning.

Mary Frite of Roseburg came Mon-
day evening to visit at the hom
Ner eausip, Dornthr Milliean.
plane to atay aeveral dage,
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v l:l.gw, MI5S OYL, 1 WANT A
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BY WILLIAMS

YO

FINE. SNLGGLE
UP: CHEEK TO
CHEEK,AND GET

AMY
LOOK , LIKE Youl
WERE ENJOVYIN
IT, THERE-YOU'VE
GOT (T DOWN,
Now!

—

E BY AHERN

™ AND SNUFFY

£ sowt

WALY-AH-OH .HELLO.'
[, AR~EGAD~-JUST
STOPPED IN FOR A
MINUTE,ON MY WAY
T ORDER A SUPPLY
OF GROCERIES/
UMM -AH=ANY LUCK
AT THE Mwe?

ON THE MINE =

WELL , WE emA_‘g‘ﬁ SINCE THERE
ALLTH ROCKS OUT j7 AINT ANY SIGN

1 OF [T THAT WAS £] ©OF 6OLD, 2

1 LOOSE AN WE Ji THERES ONL;’N
3 OVER | ONE THING NOW,

‘ ES COME OVER 17/ 16 DO WITH TH

TO ASK \F You
WANT WS T0 PUT
EM BACK (N AGAIN

MINE ~SELL
OR RENT [T TO
LIA HERMIT/
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