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CHAPTER XXIX Bill would be Grandfather's next of
kin and Donna assured herself that,
ahe would see that it was turned over
to Bill.

it after day Amos Siddal lay on

k;. bed unable to lift hind orD1
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It waa unfortunate that iutt as she
bad gained a measure of peace and
the shock of Madeline's death waa les

the body that bid known euch

"rdiflh and ability and endured euch

nonna, eitting beside him, wondered

--k.t thought could b paaaiog through
sened her letter addressed to Con
David should have been returned to
her. Doubly unfortunate because it
passed through Bill's hands before it
reached her.

t0 recall In after Ufa, when she

,i aloud bin favorite paseagea in
Ik, Bible and listened aa bia feeble

km repatcd th vori' h"'
flft(n before lamplight banished the

.Mows of tb little room ahe would

Aa he handed the letter to her
there waa an expression on Bill's face
that Donna had never aeen before
suspicion, jealousy, curlositv and a
desire to hide all three.
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Hiked of the atrugglea be had known

ii I youth.
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WB TB.M.B'VHB.VBrUfl'B B S'BA rBS,B l'BlSB MII'Thanks," she stsmmered. conscious
n,.m felt a morbid fascination in thst ber cheeks were flsming.

Who is this man?1 Bill asked.iktening to him talk of Madeline

thildhoorl. The chubbj little girl he
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trying to appear casual when she put
the letter on the dresser.Jncnoeo, "

'Why, he was the you remember.
he had the animal act in the circus."

I remember the night I took you

n0 leil irviu niie mrihog pen.
md almost broke her neck when ahe

umblfd through the baj mow, who

na and freckled and often

jirty. had nothing in common with

tbe Madeline whom Donna had known.

to supper after the ahow and you
admitted he wanted to marry yon,' he
answered.

Oh, that!" she laushed. "I wasSometimes as ahe read the old man
kidding."

Were you? I also remember some
,U asleep. Always when nia eyelids

,ere lowered the waxen whiteness of

tii cheeks, the sunken eyeballs and

b frailtr hurt her with a physical
thing your partner said. Listen, Mad-
eline, perhaps It's none of my business
what you did before we were married.

pain. He could not lire ran mis
wasting nwny. He waa little If you ve chosen to lie to mo about.

affaire before you knew me I can
overlook that, too, but If there's stillBore than a wrnith now, though his

ipirit was as strong aa ever.
something between you and this fel

"When you re TOlinR nun cerjLuuiR low "
"Bill!" she recoiled as thousth heIt abend of you, Maddie,' he aaid,

d,ath has a kind of terror, which It mjsAmMmwmmMmmm
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had atruck her.
Well, why are you writing him?"
This is the first time I have."

ihonMn t nave, nut aner you ve uvea

your life YneA It as best you knew

!. mnkine mistakes, of course, and
she said. "And you see the letter esme
back to me."mmelimes sinnlnc why a long sleep

ji kind of pleasant. It'll be a wrench f -
But why a first time? Why write

to leave you and bin, nut mere a .na
him at all?"
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" In her wild attempt to find a

logical excuse without admitting the
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rill sort of sorten tne sorrow or part-fo- t
from living loved onea.
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truth, names became twisted on her
tongue and her voice thickened."Toil mustn't think you're goinr to
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tie yet," she sobbed, tears rolling "May I aee the letter?"
"There'e nothing in It, Bill. Nothtown her cheeks. "We need yon, Bill

md I--" ing that la disloyal to you, I awear
it "That's sweet of yon, Maddie,

I'm nothing more than bur. Then let me aee It." He moved
toward her. She anatched up the let-

ter and erumpled It in her fist.

Itn now. But you and Bill will get
llong all right by youraelvea. Ton
in each other and when a man and
I woman really lora each other they
as surmount all obstacles. Ton bad

o. If you doi'bt ma and hare t

have proof "

a overcome one In getting married,
"Give me that letter!"
"No!"
Afterward aha waa to regret thehot I knew you'd do It. I knew it was

ill right thing for yon two children
to become man and wife Just aa I've
taown that your aoul la aa beautiful

action bitterly, but as he reached
toward her. whether to take the let-

ter from her or with a geature of
command ahe did not atop to realise.II your face."

Grandfather !"
"Oh, yes, Maddie. When the lord

she tore the envelope Into shreda and
flung them into the open fireplace.

"You know," he said slowly, his
face almost aa white aa her own,
"that glvea me the right to believe
anything."

He awung about abruptly and left

(kit sent my affliction to me I was
litter. It didn't seem fair when I'd
tried to be a rlghteona man and never
knowingly harmed anyone, but Em- -

on I think h waa Emerson who
trots It, but anyhow It was eome
writer said one of the truest things

the room. Donna stood horror strick

a the world. If yon lost something,
u sin, yon gain something. My blind

en aa the Import of his words forced
themselves upon her. For months she
had been prepared to face a crisi.
but not an accusation of this kind.

(To Be Continued)

Ms was really a blessing. I've aeen
aori'n I could aver have, seen with
yea alone, and the seeing has given
u understanding understanding of
tople'i Intention!. I fignr, In spit REAL I8TATI TRANSFERS

J 8 Con etui to Jesse Bchroll- -
If mat adage about hell's navements,

it when the day of judgment tomea
lots ft 21 bik 1 Coles 1st addtVre going to be Judged more by oor

notions than what wa did.
"I hope so," Donna murmured far

wily.
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Often the old nan's voice trailed off
tbe midst of a sentence and then

Donna crept noiselessly from the room
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utontion of Con David, no on la

"rld knew that th. virla hait
faniti identities, and It was doubt-
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