CHAPTER XXV ¥ou know It, Tou ment ber to ber

death!"

;TRARY to expectations, Ren-| iy ars i " :
CU;:. was not at all enthoxiastic cnn'hnod. ¥'s blaming you" Con bie
shost Mndeline goiog fnto the cage) .\, you're through" Renfrop

Jlone with Lne¥.
Tt requirell several minutes of ar-
ant before  the eircus owner
gaally gr¥e B grivlging assent. Even
ke refused tod ll:l;llte “ll!d An-
snt that Madeline would en-
::ﬂ;:mu ge alone with the tigresa,
Thire was an air of hushed sus-
s¢ In the big tent an hour Iater
when the atriped heauties and thelr
prger, lexe ferocious cousins, the
joax, filed through the wonden !nAi
tlosure and took their places in the|
buge steel cage. Mnadeline stood near
ot hand and watched Con go through
{he aret that bad first won her ad-

-iﬂliﬂr..

Tha grent spotlight shone on Con,
yadeline's slender, yellow-clad fig-
goe waa (o the ehndows, But when,
s hefore the finieh of the awunl
witine, Con prused and annonnced
st Mile, Gahriel would put the
ggress through her paces, the glow-
ing light swung nbout and fell direet-
w on Madeline, lighting her heanty
sl emphasizing the delicacy of Iurl He kissed the pain-drawes month,
figtiees pressing his nwn ageinst {t In an
fua door of the eage was opened | Rgony of eontrition. Only when har

added, “Whetber she lives or dies,
you're through.

Con's llps were distorted in a
geimace thut was intended to ba «
smile, “Thanks,” be said, “80 you'd
klek n man when he's down, But
with my best animnl dend snd my
wife—"

“Your best animal! snapped Ren-
froe, “I wish I'd shot the dsmmned
beast myself! To think that you
can mentlon that eat In the same
breath with your dring wite!”

“Please gentlemsn—" the
protested,

Both men stopped talking. There
was & momeént's silence and then
the faintest murmuring eame from
the conch, “Con” Madeline waid
| seltly, “"Con—"

doetor

jost He knelt boside her and her fum-

Wling fingers stroked his cheek, “Kiss
me, Con,” the girl whispered, *1
loved you w0 much. If yon don't
forgive me 1="

wean apd. armed only with & whip, | lips Erew el wwd  her  tortured
ypdeline slid through the aperture, | breathing esnsed did be deaw back.
tectutors held theie breath. The Then, like one suddenly stricken

yig tent that bnd been huxhed be-[blind. Con David stumbled out of
e geemed utterly atill and silent, | the Ettle room. ot ‘of the run-way
There were men on guard outside and inte the open alr,

pmed with vevolvers but few of the Larchipg dennkenly, he made his
enehers know that. Luey stood in| way through the alloy where the
ke center of the eage, her solinwi concession stands weee grouped, phst
wes meoling  Mudeline's, as  the | the sideshow of freaks, the peanut
;;wrul feline hedy erouched low. and lemonnde vendors to the exit
Biep hr step the girl advanced, | from the grounds.

wasking softle, #On the chnir, Tuey.| It war the irony of fate that e
ia the ehnir.” sliould he the ane to inform Ned
T g Teafford of Madeline's death, Ruot
Sudderly A man in n meat bt linss 510! ok krinw whio: the ot eis
Mbind the [first row srose to hm‘ whin: aocasted: him, Tho antmal teatn.
fwet. He anve A low, En!rll!ful |Illl'hi.r-.‘ filmed, blond-shot exes saw onls
ng allnl ant in . vaice that DROE i ha halk of a map In the shadows.

gted the entize tent, “Go to it, He did cogni Tratlord”
fabr! 1 said I'd be here and here| .o 105 AN =k
[ sml™ “How s she?" the man in the

Uemindful of her danger, Made-| shadows asked
e turned. 8he saw Trafford. stand-|  “Dead! Dend!” Con answersd,

np fo the second row and eanght the| e staggered on townrd the eitr,
weieg grin on his faee, It whas nri still wearing his eostume of yellow
et Instant—while  her nttention| wnd purple, Yellow had  been  the
mered-~that the tigress leaped. rolor that Madeline had feared. She
The rest hoppened so awiftly—a | had =nid that & broueht had lnek.
vrid splash of orsnge and white and (To Be Continued)

Uik shooting through the air, the —_— —

Vasdienedling scream and the great
At Camp Belknap

wart bearing the slender bodr to the
prmd—that the horrified’ spectators |
CAMP BELENAP, CCC, MecKen-
rie Bridge. June 20.—(Special)—

e gripped In complete innetivity
Chaplain Reilly, from the Tewiston,

\r the shock,
. L .
Tdsho, CCC district. wan a visitor at
Camp Belknnp Sundar.

Over laxt week:end 21 memburs of
Company A27 with rations and esmp-
ing equipment went on a recreational
5 Inck eanght and jammed. Then n | trip to Bend.  Several stops were
it rang ont. The tigress aprang | made on the war to take pletures and
Biy the nir, gave a dring groan and| ta fish, The party made eamp ahout
Wl baek across the mutilated, bleed- | 2 miles feom Bend. for the night. Al
g hody of the girl, | members enjoyed the trip immensely

Con tira apen the door of the In memory nf Forest Hanger ).
npn and resched hin wife. As he Wright. who died recently, a moni.
el her small figure in Its gar | ment is heing constructed of lava rock
fases of yellow and purple his voice | at Balknap Side eamp which will be
tald be heard above the tumnlt| moved to the main eamp opon comple-
mrng, “Wha  the derll shot thel tinn,

L A farewall party Is being planned

Modeline was  atill breathing an! for the memhers being  discharged
(e earried her across the arenm| July 10. The date of the parts has
I tha nisrext dresaing room, which | not as yet heen wet,

i La Belle Matilde's, but it was| Frank MeAllister and Wallis mith,
Wriaun that 1ife wns ebbing fast. A eamp carpenters, ars eonstructing w
#dor who had been in the naudi-| boxing ring near the rear end of the
fite and witnessnd the tragedy offar. | recreation hall

HEin aervices, Tt took only the brief- Major General Cralg. eommanding
W #ramination hefora he told them  officer of the ninth eorps arem. is
5 piel had anls & fow moments to| making an inapertion of all military
'k posts in the distriet. Membors of eom-
pany 027 are loaking forward to his

Even the men on guard to prevent
widepts wars tno stunned to move,
Con eried out. “Good God!" and tore
it the fasteninzs of the door. Per.
laps becnuse he Jarked o violently

. L L]
A* Con mepped back from
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"t where he had placed Made-| F. B Daniels, company stons ma- |
-:' e pirens nwner snid hnurn!r,' pon. I making plans to constroct an|
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