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L that icmetimes encompassen
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is located. You can always see some-thi-

goin' on there," she pointed out
but she never persuaded the others to
move.

Pablito read avidly between work-
outs in the gymnasium,
runs and Books gave him
the peace and forgetfulness he could
find nowhere else. The truly happy,
he realized, did not need an anodyne
for life nor to turn sharply from the
sweetness of the past because of its
contrast with the present. He won-
dered often about Estclle Field
what she was doing, and where she
might be and whether or not she was
happy. He preferred not to think of
her becnuse thinking of her was pain-
ful. Nevertheless, when his anodyne
was dull or when the oiu hunger wns
too strong to be quieted he found
himself thinking of her. He hoped
with an ache that she was happy.

Pablito had sent more than one
messenger to Key West to seach for
Xoyes but not one of them had found
any trace of him. A lame old woman
lied In the ahnck on the islnnd. he
learned. She had broken her hip a few
years before, ahe told the inquirers,
nnd it left her so thnt she could move
only a few ateps. She lived alone. Her
old neighbors, ahe said, helped her.
No, she hnd never seen a

man who wore eye-
glasses with heavy lenses. Never!
God eonld witness that as truth.
Never had she seen such a man!

In the grip of a mood which was
a mixture of dull hopelessness and
sharp disgust, Pablito turned toward
Havana one raw. February morning.
The warmth of the previous day hnd
been wiped from the air by a north
wind and the sky was low.

The apartment had been ereepincly
cold and during breakfast Lottie had
been bitter and sharp of tongue, mak-
ing Pablito. as she often did, a tar-
get for her anger. Her hack hurt
"like hell!" she said. Then she toss-
ed her head, aniffed and glowered at
Pablito.

"It was liftln' you while yon had
flint fever that done it," she went on.
"I hnd to do everything for you. You
just laid there like a log "

Pnblito hnd heard this before. He
could silence her and turn her mood
with a casual kiss, he knew, but this
morning lft could not bring himself
to offer such an olive branch. He said
instead glumly that she should have
let him die.

"Hell, this Is a merry party!" Beau
put In, looking at Lottie-- shrewdly.
She was a pretty smart kid, he felt,
yet she always stumbled In her too
apparent nnd r approach of
PaWito. Or else she made n scene and
Pablito hated them even more than
Benu did.

Pablito rose from his chair. Tie was
going to Havana, he announced. He
didn't care what happened to the old

lot to do. Later tney wouui
pink of skin, refreshed and

id to be more temperate.
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it thim with scorn that was not
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in t little awe crop Into their
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It! Then, shamed by this outbreak
which surprised him even more than
It surprised Ixittie and Bean, he left
them, speechless and gaging after
him.

(To Be Continued)
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