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CHAPTER XIV
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pablito burried back
u:n;n!te.- they had done
e conld 1o make thelr
pnunub!e the three
“mtnnd tha path the ox

&n.
lll“m they walked In
on, At the "dutg:{o:
{a pauned.

am'.llu::n;!r-w. framed by
o a cluster of one-story
“:n:l one-window houses
{hatched roofs. Beyond

o tarnished pearls
JoHing 11!=dll|ht. ware the

more sensitive feminine visltors
had gone to thelr beds with hys-
terica to lle there lmagining nolses
and, in choked, fluttering volces,
to ask thelr frightened malds about
thoss nolses. Most of the men
stalked the beach, smoking hard
and Incessantly and talking In
undertones. Tha doctor who had
coma by airplans from Palm Beach
sat nt the pide of Theress Jeffriea’
bed. She alone, of all the visitors,
bad pot indulged In hysterics, He
wished—did the doctor—that she
would cry. Crylng would bs more
natural, Women who were made
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wolt dees |Widows by the short, sharp thrust .!
{ houses ofh:faan 4"on an-|of m Spanish dagger should ory, .
gtill farther He coughed a llttls and frowned.

the cathedral, ite
“".::”dmnia in  biack
ver BKY.
.00 'utmrnt" cried Lottle,
put hls hand on the bag
il Mrung around his neck.
st moment he realized,
pe would give two of the
“ Tattries pearls for one
g It was fortunate that
monsy o his purse to save
o the temptation.
don't think 1 ('O.I:'Illt sver be
ity for water, Beau con-

about it, can’t you?"
mﬂ::!-_ at him in & rough-
sirained volce. She scratched
wm viciously. The gnats in
gle had stung constantly
starply and Pablito's alert
iness had warned her
were other and greater dan-
1o be guarded sgainst.
when they were at last in
of rellsl Lottle realized,
a littls wonder, that she was
to tears. Bha was A8 much
o of teArs A8 p 8trong man
pave been. She swallowed
and blinked qu!ckly.. ,
u spoke then, “Let's go to
ity roof. 1 could do some
work to a little food.”
pave some money.” Pablito

‘t go tellln' It mround, In-
1" Lottle advised. “1f you
won't ‘nl'n .it long."
»

bad reached the first
hatched hut. A gomt, tether-
o tree stump and chewing
iy, ralsed ita long hearded
to murvey the sirangers. A
Mack baby played on the
e and back of the little
1fu of wash fluttered white
growing gloom. Near the
4 & banane tres waved {ts
long leaves to greet them.
olia mada of the heavy scent
e fMowers welghted the
Somewhere In ona of the
a lover with & gift for
murie gently strummed a
. The place would be =&
a, Pablite thought, If only
Id forget the griel and
In his heart.
place looks lke something
motie, don't It meked Lot-
meeumbing (o the enchant.
No one aoswered, ‘‘Well,
e swell suburbs” she
wei, hor misery making her
un armor of falss jauntl

't you the little wit?" Beau
sreastieally. For the mo-
Fablito forgot Indifferenoce,
understood  Lottls, ndmired
3! Also pltied her,
v bean & good sport about

1" he sald gently, “and|f

't b long now bafore we
sompthing to aat"”
todld net guite kesp the
buck at that, mo she lagged
{e two men In order that
2ight not mee her “makin’
2 fool of herself”” Pablito's
b tonehed her trangely.
b tlee"” thought Lottle,
Wi awake thinkin' of got-
"t something to eat” Her
Bats did not waver from
% brond hack and  her
Wwalled within her.
M befora . mascullne bru.
Ba had rubbod the fiest
f:m ber fawdry wings had
e declde she would “do in
F:Ilﬂr"\f:r ma]:n who erossed
~OW  ahe knew
nﬂt'. le;p that \mrfw fbe
Mepped and bont dow
s eogld mop her ayes ll\rl::
L] of hor wide skirt, Bean
A f.';;n"' M'ﬂn:." ha ordersd
T orward.h
F‘h‘ N eckoning
*orniited, Vitted her chin
4 Hitfly il 1
Y hn I-.HT::;L Ined them.

the camp was'.

He always did thls, having learn-
ad that fashinoabls clients i{nvari.
ably prefer to be considered neri-
ously {ll. This time the doctor
feared his fpatlent really was
seriously 11, er that she soon
would be, :

Tharese Jeffrias had not spoken
onee of her husband and that, too,
was  unnatural,

Marcls Treadway paced the
length of the veranda that lay
across the front of the cottage sha
had chosen for ker #me at the
cided—wan as wholly and tragl-
eamp. No one—no one, she de-
icllly bersft as she was, There
was nothing she could say except
to make the usunl comment and
she had to bs carsful lest even
that be made in ton deep a tone.

Marcin knew that many of the
other guests had heen aware of
her flirtation with Ted Jeffries
angd that they had watched with
the keen Interest that arises from
vicarlous savoring of sensation,
They had expectad her, perhaps,
to run away with Jeffries. Marcla
smiled over this and her amlile
was seared by an edge of scorn,
Well,»she had been willing enough
but thess others had not learned
to know Ted as she knew him.

It his volce bad been silenced
a few hours sooner Marcla would
have had her earlier vision of
him to believe ni all her life. As
It was, she would always mae him
and hear hin reply to her frank
affer to go away with hls. Jeff-
rles had evaded clumsily with
random remarks about a man's
duty to elvilization, his duty to
his wife mnd his duty to protect
Marcla against herself,

.

Utter cad he had besn, Marcia
knew now, and a weak one. For
the first time she was sorry for
Therese Jeffrles too must have
learned long ago how weak her
husband was,

Marcia then thought of the boy
called Pablito and her heart
missed a bheat. Sha did not want
to think of the boy called Pablito.
Sha thought., molstening her lips,
“After all he must have done
iomething that made him run
away!"” She tried to shape this
fact Into an axcusa for her own
silence,

It was & horrible burden, this
feellng of s young life at her
merey, in the palm of her noft,
weak hand,

At first It had amlmost un:
nerved her. Fleld, told by a
frightened servant what had hap-
pened, had hurrled toward Joffries'
room declaring, 1 know who did

Marcia had followed, thinking
to tell him that ahe in some meas-
ure knew who did It. That far
ahe had bean aswerved from
thoughts of self by the shock. But
just when she was on the point
of saying, “I saw (t! T was with
Jetfrien and hid when I heard the
footsteps, I saw the man's hack;
he was short and thick-set and
iark-halred—," Jjust at this point
Mareln remembersd that i she
snld thin she would be marked
all the rest of her life by her
confeeslon,

Now they waras saying tha boy
calied Pablito was the murderer,
The boy all the women liked, the
boy who had such s good volce

“He ran away from something!"
and such charming mannars,
Marcin reminded herself, realizing
the thought dld not help her.

Buddenly she knew sha could
not endure wsolitude another mo-
ment. Marcla descended the two
toward the men who wers talking
steps nnd hurrled down the beach
with Jim Fiald.
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