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“Fre. mweetheart,

swhat 1 wanl. A

Lis
wat hers. Not now,

Mee this evening. I'll
lta, but I don't know,

o, Bye, dearest.”

minntes to changs
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was like a dis-
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before Mr, Barnes aent

angry and

im what had
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learned for
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focus her mttention on
¢ were binding her to

g0 many
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oo Inve's altar of wacrifice,
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iy bis wrms releaned her.
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. that they'd have to burry
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It

yy the time his roadster had
¥y way through the noonday
e to the side entrance of Bix-
dpertment  store, where Eve
s & copy writer in
offies, Dick's mood
i agpio. Hin hand cloned over

Aon't go

! 1den't want my wife out earn-
M living. Let me toke eare of
farting. You know—the kind of
siage we talked about last night

little house

o fireplace and n garden and—
"

* ghe pleaded, “let me go!
ant thresh that ont again,

At
. Wait for
try not to
Something

wp.In the oftive this morning—
ing unexpected and
ot TT1 tell you about it this

terrihly

tnmsulted ber wateh when she
ied the third floor, 8he had just

the

from

ssemble which was her wed-

amart but

biack office dress. The change

liotted time

ths brown contume and the cor-
of ereamy, frageant

ronebuds
Dick had

put mway in her locker. Thank
0 neme of the girls whom she

d that cor-
1 wedding

dipped oft her wedding ring,
Wilh circlet of pale yellow gold

aoms which

b chosen instead of platinum
it matched the golden lights
umber exes ang honey-colored
™ harmonizing with the Oeto-
owms and rellows that wers her

the ring In

Eamois envelopie which gunarded
Bitey and trinkets, Eve had told
" At Bxibr's that she wan to

uld not tell
til she was
to know.

16 should have waited until
1 b6 married, ahe told hermelf
Ty un ahe went into the office.
they could have been married
Y Instead of today, it would
Mlped the sitnation some, But
Hite low had teen changsd and

iy motice wnw required be-
¥ Burtiage licensn enuld be in-

ald not be
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her drawing
b rorner by the window.
AETR was not wo oblivious

her as she
d blus eyer
at her fel-
&t Any rate
d connider-

re that might prove

looked up

eitered,
far ma%"

Marya
with Mr.

i twa o'clock,

o look to-

hink wo!

A n voice In gay

almost

I
*tsn for wanting to

& week. Linten, dearls, any time you
get u chanos to pass up this madhouse
in axchange for a permanent meat in

operatlng & kitchenet and eap-opener
for that young man you'd better grab
off the prize,”
“Bometimes 1 really
prefer d feity to a
reer," Eve mid
"Juat watch me help myself to the
first chance at aweet domesticity that

believe 00
IS 1. o

reply.

a8 you, Eve. But do the men see
that? They do not! I'm all right to
play nround with but when they begin
to shop around for am engagement
ring they have soms sweet young
thing like you or Marya In mind."”
Eve Inughed uneasily and alipped a
fresh sheet of paper inte her type-
writer. The conversation wan on dan-
‘keroun ground. It had heem on the
tlp af her tongue m moment ago to
tell Arlene and Marya shout the wed-
ding that noon in the Little Btons

dny.

The second of the mont important
events of Eve's life wan to take place
within two hours after her wedding.

maned her to the nffice of Earle
Barnes, advertising ninnager of Bix-
by's. Although her work took her
to Barnes' office many times ench
dny, Eve felt half-sick with trepida-
tion this time. Bhe trembled Invol

a dull ache. Yet she atrove to msin-
tain &n appearsnce of outward ealm.
A awilt glance in the wavy old mirror
hanging over the washstand in the
corner resssured her, and the group
gnthered mbout Barnes' desk little
suspected that the lovely, fushed
face and eager, bright eyem of the
girl joining them mhsked real fright.
Eve's chin was held high, however,
and she managed s smile an she ac-
knowledged the salutatory ned of
white-haired Mr. Bixby, fonnder and
owner af the atore. Bo much depend-
ed upon the outcome of thin confer-
ence.

Barnes drew up a chair for Eve,
next to Alice Marshall, who was firet
assistant advertising manager. Mr,
Bixby brought from his vest pocket
& pair of Oxford glamses which he
unfolded and adjusted on his digni-
fied nose. “The better te wee you,
my dear,” thought Eve, and she felt
that with the aid of those powerful
lensen he could pierce through to her
innarmoxt theughts and discover her
Aecrat.

“Miss Baylesn" be began with cus-
tomary dignity, “you are undoubtediy
awara that it is the policy of the
Bixby atore to watch esrefully the
progress of each of it employen,
From the time you joined ux we have
noted with wsatisfaction your spirit
toward your work, your co-operation
and your initiative." Mr, Bixby
amoothed the narrew black ribbon at.
tached to hin glasmen before he went
on.

“Miss Marshdll is leaving us, an
you, of eourse, know. And it becomes
necesaary for um to choose & mucces:
nor to fill her ponition. Mr, Barnes
and I discussed the matter of the
New York trip after my talk with you
this morniog, Miss Bayless, and it
bas been definitaly decided that you
are to go."

“Oh—how niee!" Eve managed to
nrticulate.

“It will give added intereat and im-
portance to the Iaunching of your spe-
rinl eolumn snd ought to give you
talking points for many weeks to
come. Women rend department atore
advertising primarily for the purpose
of lenrning of bargains and new mer-
chandise. Tve alwars contended,
however, that in addition advertising
should be chatty and interesting in
itaslf, ' Well, we'rsa eounting on yon
to make Bixhy's advertiving chatty
and interesting.

“What thin change may lead o
eventanlly depends largely upon your-
self—the aelling power of your copy.
your initiative and the ablity yon dis-
play in other ways”

“Thank you. I'll do my very best,"
Eive promised. “Do you—did you def-
nitely decide that I'm to go tonight?
1 conld go a Httle Iater just as well!
Eve was praging In her heart, ""Not
tonight. Denr God, don't let it be
tonight!"

L

Mr, Bixby frowned slightly. “Yes,
you ara to start tonight. I thought
that point was definitely underatood.
An you know, Miss Marshall leaves
Raturday, We want you hers the fol-
lowing Monday.

“Go pp to my office” Mr, Bighy
went on, “and Miss Birney will take
care of your expenss money. Bhe's
wired for a hotel reservation and or-
dered  your teansportation. Take
whaterer time you nesd this after.
noon ta go hoine and pack or for
shopping.” With an indulgant smile
hn dinmissed an exultant yet fright-
ennidl Eve.

Eve knew that thix trip 1o New
York meant that the management of
Bixby's had almost eertainly decided
upon her ar the spoecessor ta Alire
Marshall, When she accepted the ex-
pense money for the trip, the folt
she had aealed her faie, Tt was the

| %O

&t quitting time about five evenings

that rondster and the privilege of |

comes my wAY," was Arlene’s {ervent |
“I'm fully ap domestle an
Mnarya, here, and twice an domestic |

Church, but she was not ready for|
that disclosure. Too many rhinn|
were crowding themselves Into thie|

Twa sharp aounds of the buezer mum- |

untarily, aml her head throbbed with |

::Lﬂ;":“'-‘ Smith, Farle |thing she had wanted, of course. She
. vy o ;: Ner, enters] the|bad slaved te get whers she was.
ot g tre behind Eve.| Eve's work always had eams hefors
' 1o Are turning to |her plensnres and ever sinee she be
And a promotion.”” Ar- | gan working she had bent all her en-
Not after the wagtl argy toward one gonl—ts becoms |
th mr family about | mnnager of an adveriising affice. This
% nnd alloaround | pramotion was a long and important
* his offire foree, e

iy o 1 st onme i from |

Srvtr spweial man, He'n

. LM ol my fatnl chrrm

' TE®S, nor yei Mr, Biz-
o

& ,.;i." Atlene, “The |

Mdater ¢ l.ho”nil‘h" e

lntighed Eve, “The |
tn thing ta

de entrance bappy months of ber gir

step toward that amhitio
The sxpense money exchanged for

ints the chamois bag with her pre
clous wedding ¢
T W.C A, where »
ever nines coming to Take
packed & bag for the

The amall, shabby room

at the ¥

that aha had pecupied these Inst by,

\bood already

Travalars’ ehacks and tocked anfely |

ing, Eve went to the ||
he had roomed | in
City, and | with
New York trip. | new m#
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seamed a little strange, & little de.
aerted. Eve had stayed on here evén
after she could have afforded more
attractive and comfortable quarters.
This decision was prompted entirely
by economy. The building wnas con-
veniently noar her work and provided

toom and board at a sery reasonable |

rate. Eve preferrad to economize
thus and pot the motey saved intn
pretty  elothes and educationnl wd-
vancement. Eve was careful; thrifty,
8he did nothing without a definite
purposs.

From the lttle table that served
ng nowriting desk the pletured face af
Eve's mother smiled nt her from its
cheap frame—the warm, steady moth-
er-amile that had been
all through Eve's life, Now she
pauxed contritely befors that picture
of Knte Bayless. It was wrong, nf
courss, not to hl\" Wl‘i”fﬂ o h(‘-‘
mother that she was mareying Dieck
today. It was the first time she hod
evar shut her mother out from any
important event of her life, True, she
and Dick had decided hastily. And
of eourse her mother wan certnin to
approve of Dick, Eve reflected proud-
Ir. Her father, too. Dlick Rader was
sxactly the wort of dependable, ine
dustrious young man (o please the
moat exacting parents,  Nothing te
worry ahout on that seore,

Buddenly- Eve was conscionz  of
that cheap, nondescript frame that
held her mother's picture, Always
sha had planned to buy a better one,
but alwars thers had besn something
olse she had wanted for herself, Now
she was ashamed that Diek should
ses her mother's pictire In  this
feame. It nilmoat seemed to her that
he woull know nhout the warions
things she had bought for herself
with money that might have bought a
frame. Rhe would huy a new one in
New Tork—a lovely, filver one.

- - .

An nhe packed for the trip Eve re-
membered regretfully that she really
had werd lttle beside her clothes to
take to her new home. She had nev.
er, ax Ao sa many girls, bought pret.
ty thinge te adorn her future home,
Father, her wsister, had dozens of
lovely gifts to take with her when
pha married, But Esther had had a
long engagement to p homestown boy,
showers, engngrment partles, and a
wedding to which a wide cirele of rej-
atives  and  friends  were Invited.
Thoss things meant o much tn Fa-
ther, With Eve marringe was Im-
portant, hut an wans her oaresr,

Eve recalled how she had wtaried
st Rixby's. Determined to get
fonthold as m copy writer, she had
made the rounds of all the agencies
and all the stores in Imke City hefore
she reached Bixhy's, The fact that
no one needed a haginner and frankly
tald her wmo, had not disengraged her
but merely put her on her mettie,
Then ahe did what she considersd a
daring, preposterans thing. She went
tn Bizhe's, most exclusler stors of
all, and bogged Farls Batnes, the ad-
vertining mannger, to give her & trial
oNever wmind discussing salary now,"”
she had sald. “Let me work two
weekn, Then give me what you
think I'm worth!' And that astute
gentleman, who prided  himsaif on
his shrewriness in Judging an wppli-
rant's charncter and ahility, bad told
her to go shead,

“But remember,” he warned her
*I'm not promising you = definlte joh,

There jen't an opening hers sl pres. |

ent, You'll have to tnks a place for
gourself.” Rrowse wround hore and
thare in the store. If sun ses mer-
chandiee that lunks to you like news
write atout it. 1f you mniake goml
And Exe had made Now
Barnes was demonsiraling his faith
in hiar abllity by giving her a eolumn
Bizby's daily sdveriinement to fin
chatty enmment on the fanhionn
rehandise and the like, And
tn give the eonlumn AR impreasive
start, Fre ts have a week in

New York, Two dayn with Freda

unfailing |

With & quick look to ses that no one was near, Diok gathered her In his arms.

|r_'urrr~r. the dress hover. on her way |

home from Paris with tronks filled
with gowns fvom the Rue de In Paix,
amd the rest of the week to look
aliut for heesell. Eve's heart shounld
sing, shp toll hersell, Instead of ly-
g ke n lomp of lewd and interfer-
ing with her breathing. IHer hoort
whould sing because shie was Dick's
wife. But this evening—the evening
of thejr wrdding—shr was going 1o
New York without him. And Driek had

not yet heen told thut she was going.
. - -

| 1 wae 5:40 thit ewvening before
Five. nlmost broathless with  linste
and excitement, emérged from Bix-

Thers was
whout the

by's. Dhck was walting,
something nlmost pathetie
eried,

| L'vn she

kept sou ting:"
| penitent, as she slipped her arm
thraugh And something ress-

snring, protocting, in his answer that
he woull alwaya be wslting for her,

The November doy had turned
| stormy nnd Eve broghed the snow
| from Diek's shoulders as thes reached
his  romdster, How  handeome  he

hair overvont, ‘Chere waws nn nir of
wnnssuming  prosperiy  abont  him,
Diek tucked her In, pressed hep hand
and elosed the donr. When he slipped
in tehind the wheel amd started the
motor Eve leaned over and kissed
himi, With a quick look to see that
no one wius nenr, Dick gothered her
in hie arms for a beief instant atd an
dquiekly let Ber go, She would tell
bim now. Might ns well have it aver.

“Dick” she bezan, “T have some-
thing vers, wery Important to tell
gon."' =

“Hottor wait till we got out of this
teaffie,” he warned, “We'll have #
Iot to gn aver then!

Anid Eve war gind for the delay. It
wnk not golng to he eaxy to teil him.
They followed the houlevard ant to-
ward the Helghts. Dick driving at
the rate of twenty-five milos an honr
to kesp with the green lights and
avold ahriapt stopping on the slippery
| msphalt. Eve wax aick with werry,

to Dick's nrm.

“Happr ¥ he asked.

“You know T am," she told him, and
managed to emlle,

They drave to Mizxion Inn for thele
wedding dinner. Bra wan glad that
Dick had selncted this charming place
The oeergreons ottslde the fmposing.
tile-rnafed stiuren buflding wors man-
tled with Ohristmas-like whithnoss
Tunide woft organ music came from
| the ehapel

At thaip table—a wmall one set for
two—the sonthern Califarnia infin
wiee for which Missinn Inn had been

| named was even mors in evidence, A
| starred colling of henr “hit
ot the winter night sty Wie

taria tralled nlong the sares and hing
|in pueple clusters,  Brilliantly col-
oredl parakeets Inoked sancily at the
| diners feom  thelr  ringed
near the fonntain, Here was a Jemon
| trom in a greon tob and there an or-
pnge tree or nn The alr
wan fragrant with exotle hlassome
On a wrought iron haleony above sit
| & semapith in yellow, wearing n black
{lnee mamtilln and & red rose in her
halr, Bho was pleking out soft melo-
dirx an n goblen harp
ek hatl reserved the

ardered the dinner. Exeltad
ried ns she was, Fre real
| whe wan hungr)
now (hat she hal enten §
birenkfnst, Ble sipped the mo
| fiavor, for which the inn was famous

perches

oleandar

takls snd

A wrnes

ng sinee
hiroom

“L'und ate with relish the baked equab
with [t unisus] piquaner  of
o was gnother apecialty aof The

I When the dessert arrived
fraxen eream molded In the form of

misalon bells—she lonked thonphtful
!y across the tabie at THOk

S dike it thin way.” he said, “With
LU the I § (T
we two io & world by ourselvea”

afl o8 anl sacitement

way nhe approached him., “Oh, Dick, |

Jooked In bi¥ new navy-blue coiiel’s |

| Bhe snuggled as clossly as she dared|

N yunreel over [t ne

“By ourselves . by ourselves”
| Fve murmured, Then she took the |
plunge.

| *Iarling,” she began,
trying to tell you for an howr. I—
nothing hns ever been so hapd for|
me! 1 con senresly begin—buatr would |
you feel dreadfully if 1 had to leave
you¥"

“I've heen

CHAPTER 11

ICK lnoked phszled, “Leave me?"
“F don't understand, What o the
|nurlrl Are Vou  teying to  tell me,
sweolhenrt ¥

“Well—" Eve hesitated,  *“You
kaow 1 told you thut Alice Maorshinll
ix leaving Bixhy's to open an offier
| of her own nnd that I might have n
chanes to take her place? And yon

know how hard P've worked for n
promation—*
| “Yor Well¥ Dick's woice didn't

seem guite natural, It wounded s tei-
| fle grim, His gray eyes were sober,

Alice In going very soan
| Sooner than Me. Barnes sxpeetesd, He
¢alled me into hix office enrly this
morning and told me [ had n chance
for the position, He said be nnd Mr
Rixhy would decide nhout Ir this af.
ternoon. And" Eve nervously took
n wip of hot coffes, “he mnid this
morning that if they declded 1 eould
linva the jabh 1T was to lenve for New

not help her. Bhe must
Time pressed,

“Well. darling, I hoped ngninst
bope. 1 wanted the position and
wanted you. And as long ax we had

hurey on.

middle of the afternnon that the jnh
In mine and that I'm to leava tonight
tar New York.

Through misty tenrs BEra saw
THek's firm, genecous mouth, now a
thin, straight streak scress his wh
face. He asked, “For—how long
And abe anawered, “A wook—n

'l be home SBumday marning.”
PHek ealsed the ruby gotlet t4 his
Hpw, The harplet ehanged her melo
dy to Vietor Herbert's “Gypey Swent
henet! Fver afterward at the sonn!
of that alr Bve wae to relive that
senng,

[ Diiek wan walting for her to go on
| Eve snkd, “Can’t you eoms slong
with me, darling ™

“Then yon Mnve decided ta gn®"
Dick wasn't making it easy for hor

“1 must, Ditk! It's my hig oppor-
| tnniry. This a trifle defiantly,

Then, regretting her manner a hit
she ndded, VI you'd eome along, Dick,
| we pould annomnes our marriags im-
medintely. Come on, darling! We'll
spepd sur honeyinoon in New Yo

Iy

All T have to do thers ix 1o look
ahont—ri the smart shops  and
restmiirants god the theatres, 1t will

bhe fun!™

L
Bui Drick had his work ten and
| alowiy he shook his head, It's

Impiisihle for me ta get awny hefore
the Job in finished in June, Jdost now
| wa're ponring eonerete mnd i theee

‘Iu- n slipiup I'm rperponsible, Peaople
have baan faresd te dyoamite s=hale
toundation walls hecause they wers

No

ATe

Inld & few Inches aut of line
Fre. When a buneh of rints
| hawded ta me T don't leave until thy
| rmpleted huilding is turned over o
the owner and | know what he will
| find Intar—ihnl eyeryibing b
o, k. P'm staging on the joh™

Eve's lips quivared. He wps will-
ing far her to go. He didn't #ven
inreasonably, she
| balf haped he would do. Was it pos-
!-d‘ta that sha did not mean ax moch
to bim an hin work? Well, thes
wotlld st show him! Bhe delivered
the next hlow;:

“My tenin leaves b aight o'clock,

nut

whe

VE o €VE

| went it to the station,"

[ pabl the check and bundled Eve into

looked at him pleadingly but he did | gn ho

1| mndn

planned to be marrled this noon' 1| twe doyp
couldn’t beir to spoil our wedding | why he

kit whe wonld mis

|

Eve annannced. “I rushed out late
this afteenoon and packed a bag and

SWHATY be eried. Hastily  he
o wenps. Then, telling her to wail
inside nntil ho brought the enr, he

© /933 gY

a aitoation!

up a fournome for an

joined them?

him this way?

only her face peeped out for air,

night
woued K.

at  Imaginary figures

morning?

CHAPTER 111

by,

diag ring was snfe.

she arrlved at the hotel,

hack,

for the dressing room,

groeted Eve mx shs entered,
“{3ood morning,"

eveitire befora her.

being tea

dished into the storm. In a few mo-
ments b was back nod hurrying her
under the eanopr to  the chugging
rondster, Thes could see the lights
of the Terminal Tower ns they sped
aver the Eeighis to the elty, Dick's
profile woy rigid. He kept his eyes
vn the slippery street,

Eve confl not endure it "Dhek!™
1er woice was high-pitehed, implor-

‘otight the enr to a stop be-
Wil the eoblilestons garden wall of
wame  millionatrs's  estate.

Sidh, ThHek™ she sobbed and flung
heesslf into hiz nrms,
- Ll -

He snid soothingly, “There, there,
<sweothonrt, don't ery. You'll miss
your train, We have snly 20 min-
utes, It's 8 Laed night for driving and
Il have to step on It ta make that
teain Diek eplensed, hor and start-
et the motar. Tle hail not kissed her.
“lichard: Rader! 1f you don't kies
me this minate TN NEVER go to
New York," she told him through her

1eArn.

And Diek kissed his wife, stepped

York tomight. T was aleald to tell {on tlis weoslerator and reachod the
them thi our wodding day. 1 never | siption just a few minntes before
would have got the promotion then | slelit a'clovk.

IHek, white-faeed, waited, l‘ih"' “Whera will you stop® ha asked

s FEve safely aboard the
train. "Have gon wired for n reser-
vl 2

Evs namid her hotell ““Bizhy's
the resprvation for me. And
Fredon Carter will be there the first
Fye smiled, 8he know
naked—flowors,  telegrams,

And I didn't know for sure untll the [ lptters;

“Huat you'll be there alone the renl
of the time? 1 don't lke It, BEve. I
Isn't anfe."

“Ob, darling. don't be quaint, Of
contse 1l he safe!l Tl look up Irene
Prentise, Will she do for a chnper-
an

Shin kissed Dick gondby and told
s hin,

ing up at her throngh the car win-

niil left.

ventare,” she announced pertly,

eil, “I'm neevoun an a cat. Thia

fore 1'm past the age

hiar.
nald,
days of competition!™

knob when she turned back,

and paused.

went on definntly.
made up.
in Cara Dilly, T've always hated
ging it along to New York"

. s e

With that

hinh,

“She may not be s lovely, but
ahe's wike,” Eve snld to her own re-
(o i Bha'll make
He nlighted and stood putsides Took- | peopln notice her, Bhe'll probably get

tlection in tha mirror

NEA SERVICE, INC.

Later she lay on bee side for a long
time, resting ker hoad om her arm
and watching the atorm sa the traln
sped through the country side,

Thin was Eve's wedding night and
ahe was alone, headed for New Tork
on business for Bixby's atore, What

How had she found
sirength to tear hersalf away?! How
con'd she [eave Dick like that with-
ont hurting him deeadfully, sbe anked
hersell. And who wan that man with
the two girls? Could they have made
imprompta
party? Could Dick be blamed if be

Buppose be should never forglve
her? Buppose she never saw Dick
again? Supposs womsthing terrible
bappened to punish ber for leaving

Fra alipped down under the eovers
and pulled the shest close ao that
Ao
had whe done when she wan a little
girl and beeame frightened In the
and
And so she prayed an she
bad prayed when ahe was a littls girl
—her very own prayer addressed te
a Divinity as real, aa friendly, as
familine almost as her own parents.
“0Oh, God, pleass have Dick forgive
me: and help ma to ba good to him!"

Would there bs a telagram in the

VE awoke with the dawn and Iny
for a long while watching the
wintry Hudaon river an the train aped
8hn wondered nbout Diek—whst
he was doing at thix hour, whether
Mo wns maleop and dreaming of her
or on his wny to work. She reached
under her plllow for the chamols beg.
It was there and the little gold wed-
Bhe tried the
ring on and decided to wear it until

Over ber black pajamas she alipped
u bipck silk robe with a great, golden
dragon heavily embroldersd on the
A paie of golden mules com-
pleted her Pullman ensemble and she
picked up her dreésslng cann and mads

“Good morning,” an uncertain voies

Eve answared
with a swift appraisal of the young
An extremely
plain face hut one which was rapidly
formmed hy the expert use
of cosmetice, The other girl draw a
blue woal froek over her head in one
nuick motion: Then she stood before
tha long mirfor and pulled the dress
tightly over the hips, turning right

“Thern! ANl ready for the big ad-

Fve lifted her eyvebrows Inguiring-
ly. Tho girl lit & cigaret and confid-

my fest telp to Wew York, Married
wirl friend lives right acroms the river
in New Jeraey but sho doesn’t expeet
me. You see I've taken my lifs In my
own hands, I want to find & husband
tefare the bells ring 80, There's n
new crop of glels apringing up every
yonr and thers certainly aren't snough
eligiblea to go around at our four cors
ners, My aister discovered it too Iate,
#o Ui hitting Tor mew pastures be.

Bre floffed her halr with a litle
inile and gold comb, The girl watched

“That's a pretty wedding ring,” she
“Well, you're ons of the lucky
ante—to have a husband i these

The girl's hand was on the door
u"’
name's Corinne Devors® aka sald,
YNot that we're likely
to mest mgain, of course™ shs httr-
ried on when Eve remaloed silent, de-
hating whether or not # return the
ecanfidence by telling her ewn name.
“I know what you'rs thinking," she
“That it aounda
Well, it (s} My real pama

nnd I didn't mea any reason for drag-
Corinns  Devors  wan

gane, lenving Fes with the gullty feels
| ing that she bad been a trifie snob-

New York as she had n sister liviag
in Brookiyn,
With Freda who wag Jeet bach
from Paris, ber head full of fashion
news and her trunks packed with
Fronch gowns, Eve made the rounds
of New York's smariest shops. They
spent a leisurely moon pariod with
some advertising women oyer o meal
served pessant strle in & guaint
French restaurant.

That evening Eve dressed for din.
ner in m new gown of pale gold lace.
L rep ted the of her
ylelding to the temptation to purchass
every lovely thing she beheld.

#he found bernelf warming to Fre-
dan Carter. With her Eve felt none
af the barrier of formality that often
exists  betwesn women who are
brought together by professional in-
terests, They dined pleasantly at
Eve's hotel,

“About tonight,” Freds maid over
the cuffes cups, “I thought you'd like
to see s munical comedy so 1 mre
anged It. I met an interesting man
on the ship. Erpest Franks v his
name. He's going to ¢all for us at
sight o'clock.™

Eve mald she would enjor going to
the theatre, She was surprised when
two men instead of one met tham as
abe and Freda left the elevator,

“I hrought this fone wolt along,”
Franks ined after Int ng
Theron Reece, “because he needed
company. I hopa you'll like him'
“He looks llkahle,” Freda said e
nhe and her encort led the way to &
taxicab, Fve followed with Retes
whone charma ennlly owvershadowed
those of Franks,

Judging from the applanse the mes
alenl show was a suceess. Eve fob
lowed Ita theme only waguely. Bbe
permitted heraelf to Inpse Into lethe
argy, rousing occasionally to smile
brightly at her ecompanions. She win
conaclona of pleasing musle and them
the final eurtain.

Theron Reece hummed one of the
wong hite ma he guided her thromgh
the lobhy. As they jolned the thi
waiting for eaba outside he suggente
a night elub,

-

Retce was disappolntel when the
head waiter was unahle to seat them
at a table in the inner circle, A smart
chorus of young girla wan daneing vie
vaclounly, t ifally, The appl
was hearty and long. Then the danc
ing wpace was ecleared for patrons
Franks did not dance but Reeca ape
parently wantad to be on the floor all
the time. Again and sgain he mane
nped wo that he and Eve were on the
fivor and the eenter of attention bee
fore tha other dancers lsft their tas
bles, Fve was mot quits sure sha
liked this, The lghts turned to @
rony glow and the orchestra played
n walts that made Eve think of Dick |
Reecs held her clopely bnt Eve drew
awsy.
When thay returned to thelr tee
bls Freda was displaying a pew clgw
nret oass she had porchased in Parle
Bhe pamsed K around. glaneed
at the other tables, then hesitatingly
took u cigaret. Franks elosed -hle
hand over It.
“Don't,” he seld. “Tt spolls the
illusion.”” ‘Then he added, "With
apologies to Mian Carter!™ Freda
nmiled. Bhe did not mind,
“And dom't drink either® Reece
added, an be poured the contemin of
& silver Mflask Ints three glasses of
pinger ale. “We want yon to kesp
that ‘lUitle girl' look. It's a rare thing
In = place lke this”
Asn they left the night club Ermast
Franks wsuggested walking o few
blocks before be eacorted Freda te
ber wister's home in Brookiyn. "Fifth
Avenng s right aronnd the corner,”
he said, “It'n a glorlous night and the
windows after midnight are always
warth looking at.'*
Freda agreed to walk with Mm
The sidewalks were dry and her loag
fur coat protected har agninst the
cold, But Reece protested that Eve's
wrap was inndequate, so they sepaws
ated. Resce signaled n taxicab and
e and Eve drove to her hotel.
YAre you so absurdly young as you
Inok ™" he maked, Then, without
log for an anawer, ha dtlihorlllﬂ
taok her hand, He held it tightly »
Evre did not try to withdraw (. After
all, it was a few blotks to the hotel
Hudidenly the man ook her in his
arms and, hefore she conld fres hers
nelf, pranasd hie lips to hers.
Ther arrived at the hotel and Eve,

Is

i

; : , [ her man, toa, and when she does | without an mach as & good-night, hor-
..I-.n Tears dimm wr eyes, And l ahe’ll kniow enough to hang on to him. risd to the sleeator.
‘I:‘ I. “‘:'m’: h“‘|"|‘|]‘”f”;‘ Ill I":I n: 1O, how eould T leave Dick an T did™ L L
lek's  favo—n  ileho k.
i i N S R R b e However, Fwve wos pleanantly ez CHAPTER IV

tweinted Fre's heart,

OF soyrks ek would go to p teln=
geapl oftics immodintely and send her
am to he wailing for her at

the hotal I New Yock in the moen-
ing. Eve copld ¥t gt the
waords he would “Alin yon |
dnrling. Hurry Lowe  frain
ek
. e

Ay group el ung man
and twn girle bro ok, The
mAn  tarsed  In vition
nnd the givls, clin ¢ to hix arm
pwnng ahont with him  Apparently
sy wore boing fntrodiesd, nlthongh

Fye conlil hear no part of the convar:
watlin throvgh the doubls windows
Then, with n warning and a Jerk
the long tealn glided ane of the sin-
Ihiel in Ere and her

tinn O L

lsst glimpse of him inetided o pair
af Inughing giels nnl mn ireesponsible
noking  soring men.  Hnidenly  Fye

wanted to lsap from tha moving train
tn be with Thek

It's not only yous
she told hernell

huini

weidiling night
“hut

te

Fee Rayhean”
i's alen vevrr first

. trip

Wew York—#ud you konw the impor
intee of thet'
T

As the temin thered  mpothenium
il plumged Lt o night Fve tried
m rend e svening paper it wan
analle to fasiet  her attention on
arythin ttho depariment siare ail-
vertispments. which wan merely foree

af hahit

She rang far the porter aml weked

Clontrnl siation.
haga and led the way to & taxi

Iidra Were ANy MeNAREeR for

Innked,

whlieloin te  the
| that followed her,

with fingers that shook,
| the thin yellow envelope,

Bhe stared at the message a long

moment, Tt rend: “Interview Phosbe,
Ine. Hha known what Lake City I8
wenring before we know (t.—Earle
Harnes”

Eve sank weakly Inin & deep cush.
Kha was more than hurt.
frightened.
Would this thing sha had done ale
|nat\ wiand between her and Disk?
He eouldn’t leave his work te eame
Why
shauld he expert hee to glve up her
hig npportunity ta spend A honeymaon
this whole

loned chuir

Hhe wan even a little

with her on a honegmoon teip,

st hema¥ Ok, why did
miserahle sitnation come about?

Later, however, an she rode to the
syle ndvinary bureny of Phoebe, Ine,
mind eoneantrated on
| the basiness of the day. Freda Car-
They
{bad ninde the appointment in a huee
Freda
to have her berth made up eariy. seldom stopped &t & holel when in

Eve's trainsd

Ltar wan oo meet her there.

Lried telnjilinne eatversation.

eited as the train drew Into Grand
A redeap took her
“h.
renched the hotel In & flutter of An-
tielpation, Bhie wrote “Miss Eve Bay-
laka’ on the register mad inquired if
her,
She held her hraath while the clerk
Yes, thers was a telegram.
Fvs rlatehed [t tightly as she fol-
lowed the ball hoy tn. the elevator.
Hhe lnaked attractive bl was entirely
appraleing glances
Har wulteans yn-
steapped, she dismissed the boy =hth
|; tip, turned the key In the loek and,
tare opan

VE sat at the deak in her hotel

room until nearly dawn, writing
n letter to Dick. After her onpleas:
ant sxperience with Theron Reses
the taxleah she longed for tha safety
and contentment ahe always felt in
Dilek's prasence. In tha Istter she 4id
ot mention any of her eompaniom
except Frada Carter,

Fredn 1eft the next evening after
n day In which ahe and Eve wore
pxtremely busy. They dined togsther
and Frada asked Eva ta enll at her
apartment after ahe retorned to Lake
City.

For the rest of the week she de
voted harsslf to wark but in spite
of thia preaccupaiion the wan wors
tied, No word had come from Dick
Prifde woull not allow ber to call him
hy long distanee. though she hune
grred for the sannd of hin volce. Each
night ahe wrote him a long [eiter,
pouring oot har love.

Aftar Frada's departure Eve felf
the need of companionship and ealled
on lTrens Prentiss. They Rad been
clasemates In high sehool. Freds had
gone to New York Immediataly fol:
lowing graduation and now, aftap fies
years of mar , wan still working
in the offics of a finaneial magaxine
where ahe bad begnn an stenographer,
T'oday, howaver, she was assistant
editor of that Journal,

Irene appearvd with sevaral galley
proofs in her hand, Eve thought whe
looked tired and & bit worn. lreme
seemed glad to see her bt explained
that [t was peess day. Eve realined

“"(CONTINVED ON PAGE 6)




