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P . ...m She drew away

has been troubling me?",
"Certainly, Hlggtas," she told him

but not as she would hare answered a
few weeks ago. The butler had never
known anyone to change so complete-
ly in auch a abort time.

"I'm troubled about Mr. Colvin,"
he went on, rubbing his hands to-

gether in embarrassment. "He'a not
well, Mrs. Colvin, and thnt'i strange
because he mmally baa auch excellent
health. I've never known him to be
like this before. I can't help but be
alarmed about it. I've been with the
family for such a long time. There's
nothing I wouldn't do for him. Noth-
ing! He'a auch a fine man, Mrs. Col-Ti- n

"

She flushed hotly. Re saw her lay
down a piece of silver and was sure
she had been moved by his words.

Elinor, angry and close to tears,
said distantly, "I think you need not
worry, Higgins. Mr. Colvin is quite
strong.'!. ,
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look down at her
I turned toM . eves. "My God,
"Mill Elinor!" he whispered.
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Cruel than you know, ehe

JSripimlv.tthnt. "I think

. "But those fevers in the tropics,"
he murmured. "They're very danger-
ous!"

Clinor rose and found that her
knees were weak and unsteady. "You
mny bring my coffee to the drawing
room." she said.

"Yes. Mrs. Colvin," the butler an-

swered unhappily. As he arranged
the tray ho meditated thnt for all he
knew he had only made matters
worse. But to stand by and see the
storm clouds thickening was impos-
sible. He couldn't do thnt. No doubt

'it was the mntter of Miss Marcia's
boy that wna making all this trouble.

uid sureij.

nei they traveled without
phpd homo
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LMtrtnnce to mm.
much as hint at what he knew about
thnt affair he would lose his job and
for worse! his mother's trust.fc, si almost in silence. Even

He fi mbled with a handkerchief
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devotion to each other.
Li. s too event. HiKdins,

Laid ind worried by the atmos- -

and dnbbed an eye. Never before had
he felt so old. lie had grown stooped
and white-haire- d serving this family
in this old house but he had never
felt the Btoop until lately. ' Now
hopelessness was giving cruel weight
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mmnletelv happy together. to his yenrs. He carried, as do those-

k, other servants were aware of who are truly devoted, the heartaches
of the ones he loved.

Elinor was in the drawing room,
sitting far back in a chnir when Hig

.iwtlon also ana mm uu
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gins brought the coffee tray,i the telephone and hurried
to the dinine room, no smu 10
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ltt "Mr. Kannor b.ts uc muni
placed it on a low table before her.
She had turned off the lighta and
the gray of an early summer evening
filled the 'room. Curled up in the big
chnir, she looked like a wistful, un

Lt to JOB. sir.
hfn the telephone, please," Bar--

nnmed in a tone 01 compile
certain youngster of 16.

k.n. kroneht th Instrument.
It In and set It at Barrett's

She had been thinking over what
the butler had said. Perhaps he was
right. She had been too much con-

cerned about herself recently to think
of anyone else. Suppose eomeething
should happen to Barrett while he
was away! Higgins had said the south

Yh. Hinins heara. mere was
Unite and then a snooted, "un,
Inifk!"

Ito t few more worda Barrett
teemed with fever, Barrett mightyip. "Its the baby:-

- ne Bain.

Jhnethinc's wrons. They broueht grow ill and die far away from her,
without knowing that she did lore
him and could not help loving him,
even while she despised him.

to town this mormnj; for int-

o look after him and he's worse.
fa un Harris's nearly wild. I'm

iM ni have to to down ' . When Barrett returned at 10
o'clock Elinor knew1 from his step
that something was wrong. She
called out. "Barrett!" and he came

Elinor Mid nothing but she had
olor. She sat stnrlnir at her

quickly to the door of the drawingIte. Her suddenly trembling hands
wily fingered the silver. room. His face was white and drawn.

"He's gone," Barrett stated withEm was a new perlWthe. loss of
MM. That too misht lie before

If ihe should lose her child she
kid have nothing no one In the

Marcia had Dick Rad- -

i devoted husband who loved
ill all his heart.

bother thought cut her heart with
thrust. Was Gerald's

klir living?
purett turned at the door. "Good

an effort. "Marcia's hnby! Some
heart defect"

She felt herself grow faint. "Oh,
Barrett!" she gasped.

"It's bad," he murmured. He
dropped to a chair and she saw a
muscle twitch at the corner of his
litis.

"Mind if I ait here a moment?"
"No, of course not."
He covered his face with his hands.

This, Barrett thought, was the worst
of all. He had known, leaving Marcia,
that he 'could never now break his
promise to her. He could never tell
Elinor the truth.

(To Be Continued)

ie said wistfully.
fGwdbr." Elinor answered. There

no softening In her tone and he
d away heavily.
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