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The library windows opened on' a
little wquare of court, Elinor ant
down ‘before one of the open win-
dows and Barcrett drew a chair clowe,
facing hers. Buot Elinor did not be-
gin. Bhe, too, wes waiting,

“Of course,” be suld slowly, “vou
ean have a divorce.”

Heo saw the intensifying paln In
her eyen and hin heart warmed. Ha
went on eagerly, “1 sippose you'd
want that. Is theérs any chance that
you don't®"

“No," she told him. “Not now, I
wouldn't want people tn know, for
one thing. Besides 1 sm as happy
here as I could be anywhere, 1 you
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don't mind, 1'd rather just stay on
until you don't want me—"

“But, Elinor, that will make—life
imprisonment in this houwss for you,
I'll always wani you here. I don't
sea how I could let you go. I can't
oven Imagine life without sou, dear!”

Ho 'was looking down at his hands
. which he twisted. She wanted to lny
| a hand vpon bls arm and say, “What
is the mntter with us? We love ench
other, Why must we make each oth-
er 20 miserable?!

But she could pot; she could not.

“What do you want?' Barrett
niked alowly, ralsing his oyes th meet
hers.

1 think I'd like to go somewliere
in the country and try to make =
home for that ehild" she answered.
“Your ndopted son, It isn't right, for
him ' to be kept away like that

“Very well”

For n space they were both silent;
then he spoke. I have n chance to
go gvith an  expedition to South

g whe anid. America. Shall I go?"
" ) : Yok Her heart peemed to shrink, to
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want to," she responded.

LINOR conld not see Boarrett's
eyes a8 he apoke. I thooght,”

hie anid wearlly, “that it might be

hetter for me to go nway for a while,
[ thought perhapz gon'd rather not

s mo often”

““This trip to Bonth America—"
she naid hesitatingly, “is It work thnt
interesty yon?"

T wonld have—once"" he replied

Elinor rose then and atarte? to.

tpen. When the first of dl.‘r|wnrd the donr hut he holted her.

d windows to oblongs of slate-

e alept, She woke to hear

wd to ger the somber light
| mes with n steady downpour.

o drased awlwardly, {eeling the
baeta of the night and her oew

it wan ut the breakfnst table
the appeared. Higgins was In
oom and Barrett arose, greeting

wal with a kisa,

didn't expect you down he
L was afraid yon hadn‘t slept

didn't.
r, did you?"

the “denr" was mot n pre-

What will we doi"
borrible for both of uml"

you have the time—"

Ton didn't sleep well
Ko, dear.” Higglus was gone now
uw that he could not eat and
miee thought of fond naumented
she nnked.
of knowa!" he answared hollow-
tt, 1 want to talk to you

iy time yon say," he answered,
iad hreakfast then. In the 1i-

jou lke" he agreed, But what,

“Flinor!" Barrett =ald  brokenly.

She paused withont answering.

"Don't hate me more than ¥ou
bave to. will you? T'm sorry T enn't
explain it all to yon. I'm only try-
ing to do the right thine—"

“T ‘don't hate row, Barrett”
ussured him, “but 1 just ecan't—talk
nbout it. I'm trsing tn ses vour slde.
Perhaps with time I'll be more rea-
sonable, T hope so. 111 try to hel
Tost now—"

“Oh, T know!™ he gald dogkls.

He was bheslde her and far 0 mo-
ment, with a harsh little murmur, he
enught her (o his arms holding hee
close.  She did not tey to driw
away, wanting to foel his arms about
her, yet nnable to yield, to let him
know the emotion she felt. -

When hin arme dropped she said,
“Burrett—"

“Yen, Elinor?"

“How long will yon be gone?
There was fright In her volce and
loneliness,

he answered. “Unlens you shonld
send word for me to come back nnd
I don't suppose there's any hope of
that.”

(To be continued)
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Scarcely Believable

THE WAY THE AUDIENCE
WENT FOR THEIR ACT LAST
NIGHT-  WHY, THAT WIOS
A STAR- SME'LL BE WORTH
A FORTUNE TO ME- EVEN
YET ) CAM HARDLY
BELIEVE MY SOOD

BUT THERE (T IS-
THE CONTRACT- AND
THERE'S NO WAY
THEY CAM BREAM IT-
IT QIVES ME

*EIETY PER CEMT
EXPENSESS WHY,
WOULDN'T HAVE TO
GIVE THEM A DIME=
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OF COURSE I'LL SLIP
EM A FEW DOLLARS,
'Tg\rv Em?m TH_ET:. B
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'BM= THERE'S Mc?&
NEED OF THEIR KNOWING
HOW MUCH THEIR ACT 1S
EARMMG= I'LL KID 'BM .
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ME THE PROFITS Ya WiN
GWE SAME TO THE
ORPHINKS HOME _ YA SEE
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BABY RID— MONEY DONT
MEAN MOTHIN ToME
PERSHALLY

THRAGA BOUT ME ONLY GOOD!
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NO BRAINS TO BE
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SUSPOSE YALL LEMME STAY
ON A% STAR REPORTER

oN H%CWNT OF 1 YAaM 50

DUMI
MENTALLY

a:&e STILL cuiz.&a“rsg.e A
PORTER - |
FELLOW LJITH A HE&RTHQS

POPEYE, | UKE YOU,AND YO&

Crewt Branm righis rrserd

19E) Krg Foorutts Suwdegie. im0 ‘l-;]

THIS YOUNGSTER 1S WORTH
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A SHORT TALK WITH Hig
MOTHER THIS MORNING —
NOW LISTEN, WHATEVER
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IVE ME
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HIT ME —~

DAT SHOW AH
1 DE COOLEST
HEADIO ONE N
DE crowD!
AH DION DRAP
MAH MELUIN wHEN
DAT ROcW SALT

AH GOT SumMFIN!

1 DROPPED
MINE BECAUSE
T NEVER wWAMT
TO SEE ONE
AGON .

HM-M-A NOTE !
‘DEAR CHUMPS ' 1T WENT
TO VISIT MY SISTER IN
CHICAGO—\WILLTRY TO

GET BACK BEFORE You &0
TO THE HOSPITAL FROM
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YOUR OWN COOKING { C‘"‘&is‘“
DON'T WASH THE DISHES TESERTION
WITH THE LAWN SPRINKLER ! Y JOVE

I EXPECT THE BED i3 ]
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AW, DONT DIVORC
HER ,MAJIOR {
YOULL FIND (T
TOUGH, AT YOUR AGE,
GETTING A
PERMANENT CAGE
INTH Zzoo ! .sHE
WAS GOOD TO YOU
WHEN TH' GLUE
FACTORY WAS PAYING
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