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ONB warming day in the middle of
March Barrett decided he would
ask  Elinor whether be lad any
ehanes at all to make thelr marringe
gomething more than an unsentiment-
al business arcangement, to make it
not merely for the remainder of the
year but for always, His faith in
her had been growlog, Even to his
critical eyes ‘her conduet had boen
axemplary sinee the ‘day he had
brought her to his home,

Bhe was doclle, sweet, gay, "And
Lord, but you'rs dear to me!" he

thought frequently as he looksd
across the cheas table or listened to
her musie.

Ho bhad fallen into the habit af In-
dulglng thoae small gestures which
{ndicate & comradely affectlon—a
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hand on her arm, a pat on her shoul-
der, o shounlder prossed to hers an
they watched the unfolding of some
play, Even, once and again, a hand
beneath her rounded chin, ralsing it
to nank anzlously, '“Now what's
wrong?"'

Blowly the conviction had heen
growing In Barrett's mind that she
was fond of him, that she really
carsd. Bhe had followed him Into the
hall that morning as he was about
to leave the houme, “I'm golng to
Aunt Bessie's after lunch," she-anid,
“hut T'll he back in time for ten,
That {a—1 will if gou'll be here—"

T wns engnged on n research joh,
s rather demanding piece of work
that had kept him away from the
house more than he liked,

“Wouldn't miss it for the world,"
ke nnsured her.

“Then I'll be here” ahe wald, smil-
ing. Almont At once she had looked
away and before ha ecould reply Hig-
ginm appeared to say that Mrs. Rad-
nor- wanted to apeak to Mrs, Colvin,

“Just m momient, Higgios" Elinor
anmwerad, Barrott, stooping, kissed
her lips.

WFRar Higging' benefit,” he  ex-
plained ms the batler disappenred,
Then for A moment Barrett eyed her
stendily. “No," ho maid. "1 kissed
you heeause I wanted to—"

Sha safd nothing but her amils was
a little tramulous, her eres misty, He
kissed her hands suddenly an he had
never kissed her lips, then turned
hureledly townrd the door.

8he atood where he had left her,
hands aboko her hoart, eyes cloed,
For weaks abe had known something
of hls growidg feeling for her. She
had heard It In his voles which soft-
ened as ha spoks to her. Bhe had
scen it in the hungry eyes that fol
lowed her. It had bean charted, too,
In his eoncern for her entertainment,
Iy the flowers and books and music
that had come to her from him, Al-
most dally there had been some of-
foring,

“Oh—make It come troel” she
prayed. “I can't live without him!"

“AMra. Radnor In walting,” Higzine
reminded humbly.

“Oh, yox!” ahe langhed unsteadity.
8he had forgotten, “Yes, Marcia?”
she snid brenthlesaly n moment Inter.
Barrett had kissed her becauso he
wanted to! Kissed ber because be
wanted to. “I'm morry, Marcis, I
didn't eateh that, Oh, yes—for the
baby's bath, I'l come right down,
No, nothing's wrong. The connection
In n Httls bad—"

The result of Barrett's working
day could have glven to eren m lora
ambitious workman, no reason for
pride. He dnllled over this and that;
lonked at n steatite plague to lay it
down without meeing the hefrogiyphion
which he wns supposed to consider;
pitked ap n aeal of freedom to lay
that down, too. He hnd run his
hands through his hale and then pre-
tended to examine a cunciform In-
seription,

At two o'clotk Barrett rose. "I'm
golng to luncheon, Blinker,” he maid,
“and I'm not coming back today.
Have Miss Pringle’'s American In-
dian donation ready for me. I'll Jook
it over In the morning.”

(To be continued)
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