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"But why for a ywir?" Elinor
suited brokenly. She was oddly dirty
and disconcerted.

"Because," he answered, "a year
will quiet any idle talk thure may be.
I don't want anyone to know the
reason for our marriage. The world
would misunderstand. It might pos-
sibly seo me ns a hero instead of a
man who merely happens to be honest
enough not to want to rob others. It
might see you as a girl willing to for-

get herself in order to help someone
else.Mr"' ...
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deep breath. She looked remarkably
like a little girl who is balked at her
lensons.
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father ' Barrett reminded slowly.
She whispered, "I don't know "

She held a finger against her lips and
ho noticed that her hand was tremb-
ling. For a fleeting space and against
his reason the old tenderness for her
returned. He was shamed by the
emotion which must, he felt, be wholly
physical. Flow it persisted!

"All I'm asking." he snM, "is thnt
for- a yenr yon will, in public, conduct
yourself ns my wife. Tou will hnve
to forego, for the time, the admiriition
to which you have been accustomed"

She smiled a little- at thnt but he
did not understand her smile.

"And in turn," he continued more
weightily, "1 give you my word that
I will never mine my baud to touch
you except before others. We may
hnve to mnwquernde a little before
others. You can have my word thnt
you will he safe and that I will do

everything to make the situation as
cany for yon as possible."

He suw her moisten her lips, hes-

itate.
Benson appeared in the brond door-

way. "It's thnt Mr. Streetcr again,
Miss Stafford." he said apologetically.
"He pushed past me and refuses to
go. He says he must see you. He
won't wait "

"A collector?" Barrett asked. Eli-

nor' nodded and his gaze followed a
Mvnllnw on the rounded, soft, column
of her throat. For a moment she
closed her eyes.

"I'll denl with him." said Barrett
as a small, rotund man appeared in
the door.
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"There is no other way out of all!
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Barrett broke It with, "Elinor I
shall hnve to cnll you that, you
know " He paused.
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