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"wai t beautiful and vary heartless
young woman who led me a pace for

time. I dldn t 'crack no over
her. I waa a wreck to begin with
and finding out what a shell ahe waa
Just put the crowning touch on me."

Tou were In love with her then,

CHAPTER LXVI

xUSi itl thr, flaming it ach

ff.ber Tb man, 'all "
bis W darkened with

J,S ry Ilk. fur,. Th. girl.
e,i .olden, In dre" of ,om

rtf ,tu, her head thrown back,

titl kim

room, stared for 1 moment.
EJ comprehension dawned In hor

Mjiid, unseen by both combatant!,
F.itootd away.

Monnle accused, feeling weak aa
water at the thought.

I waa well, fascinated,"
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plained Charles, patiently. "I waa
111 not quite bright in the head, I
imagine. w hen I found out what
ahe waa really like using me aa a
atalking horse for her own nurnosesrkt busineea 1 It of youra

I went a little gaga. I came backL, I marry?" Monnle O'Dare
r..j JnfinntW. home, hating life, hating everybody.

Then"Prkirles Eustace, two atepa below
the narrow flliht of ataira. "I met you," Charles told her.

Tou know this you must know it,tiJ Ironically. She wai ao loyely
P ..... TU did not answer Monnle. I've been in love with you
I, .vi. .nraied Monnla further. from the start."

I HM I.TIJ II AIM f T'I I V VI a XI VI II MVIDid ahe know It. At any rate ft
waa sweet to hear bim aay the words.
They were what her heart had been

it's none of your affair l" ahe

Ij hotly. "Tou don't care what
jjjtaa to me, anyhow. Ton never

tn. don't I?" Charles' Irony waa
hungering for. In all the world there
aeemed to be only this tall young
man with the fine head and the purLiked ow- - Folding hla arms and

11. against the balustrade, he
Pv. ,v.l "Wlmti miiVea Ton

poseful voice.
'I knew where I .stood with yon,'bliaerea

ILi. ihut?" Charles went on. "I knew how yoo
felt about him."

Monnio ehivered. Had she, Indeed

forgotten Dan already? No, this was
something quite different from what
ahe had felt for Dan Cardigan. All

Monnle waa trembling with anger
j jicltement. She did not even

fttt to answer his question.

Treating me aa you have the past
, weeks," she pursued, following
, (trievance of her own. "Com-- ,

to the office today and speaking
an so " her voice broke In- -

that old love and longing had been
mixed up. a o m e h o w, with her
thwarted and poverty-atricke- n girl
hood. Hadn't there been, in all ofL.ti on the words, but ahe

L.j it stain after a moment. It, some desire to "show" Belvedere?
Had she wanted Dan for what he
stood for? No no she told herself
passionately. It wasn't that. She

to come here tonight to
EThen so badly showing all of ua

a frightful opinion you
had really loved him, with a girl a

love. She had aet her heart on him.

They hadn't been in the least suited
(Juries interrupted this tirade to

i coolly, unar, magea jou mm. to each other. Their marriage would
have been a disaster. But opposition

M a oaa opinion vi juu
vn med to be my friend," Mon had made their infatuation only

stronger. With her new, sharply
matured viewpoint she saw all this.rushed on, quite as u uoatvn. "Tou used to be ao well,
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m T . - Something of all this she tried to
hi t wonaenui. jjbhi, buwuici

tell her lover, haltingly.
. .. 11 it It's not that I ve forgotten uan,""Ah ves. xlul tnai was men. uic

jffie said loyally. "I never ahall. HeLnt man reminded her cryptically.
r- - .. i , r - belongs to my youth "
M wasn t any oiuerem, wuuuw

Lmsehcd him. ' I waa the aame.
Charles, wnnting to laugh at heraS,t' chanced you?"

rhirlea abook his neaa, aimosi young solemnity in this, took her
two small hands In his own and aatd

grnvely:
hit.
("You've not changed? And yet

to marry this fellow." "I never dared neioro to ass yon
"Ha a fine and honoraDie ana if I had a chance, because of Dan.

When he waa alive I felt ypu were

wholly his. And after he died, well,
U" Monnle defended her absent
&. "He'll take care of me aa I

then, I was afraid you had oeoicaieakit to be taken care of. Anyhow,
yourself to hie memory. Tou' weretin t nossibly concern yon. lou

u voiir vour Contessa!" almost like a nun, remote, spiritual.
It w onlv after I discovered thisrn. falrlv flung the title at him,
Mackemie chap was in the running
again that I decided I might have a

krles, whitening nnder the attack,
Mi not heln smiling.

"My Contessa? I don't know what chance. But you were ao aim sc

unapproachable "fre talking anout."
'Oh. don't you? Didn't you fight
fail for her last Tear, didn't ahe

She drew herself up at tnis, pre-

tending to be angry.
"It was you who were stiff. And

all that talk of the girla you went
Ink your heart?" There, ahe dldn'
In how she hurt him. She wanted

about with, the parties"He deserved It I

la an Instant Charles' strong flng- Charlea laughed in delight,
little cat!"

"I'm not!"
li sere gripping her arms. He was
hung down at her with an exprea

After an Interval of murmuring,fct of amusement and impatience.
Monnle straightened, saying inTon little fool, " he said in a car

iilni voice which took the sting Bcandallaed tone: "Do you realise
what time It must be? Mother willPB the words. '.'Yon darling little
think we're auite mad."Id"

He helped her to her feet and aheSuddenly Monnle waa limp in hla
las, waa sobbing against his should' awayed against him.

"What am I going to say to ArTenderly Charles lifted her
thur when he calls?" she wailed,ramlng face.
perplexed. "Oh, Charlea, I waa goTm aorry. Tou know I dldn
intf to be bo cool, so wise! I wasHI that" He was no longer arro.
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fct but atrangely humble. "Tou going to do wonderful things for tlv
family with Arthur'a money. WhyIw how I feel about you, Monica
can't I be like that? My heart al.
waya runa away with my head."e

"Don't worry about that." HiaSomehow. Monnle never knew ex
tone waa ao odd that ahe twlatedKj how although later ahe tried

vi to remember, they were sitting about to atare at him.
"What do you mean?"Ik by side on the shabbily carpeted
"My dear," demnnded Charles,tin. Charles' big handkerchief.

nUing of tobacco and a faint whiff
cologne, waa in her hands.

"Contessa," as yon call her," the

striking an attitude. "Don't yon real
ixe you're marrying a blooming cap'
itallst?"

(To Be Continuedfat man waa saying very gently,
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AirmoRTYy""ens. And Dame Fashion, always quick to aenso a .ii,
lcQ, ha whimaiooiitf HarMori tn nA thA monogram on dresses, dress

orlpa. ati4 .... uncrnrio thia aenaon. In this pattern, a simple
J0tTam Is offered in tlirea alies, the center letter measuring 1
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