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1 IB bw LITTLE ORPHAN ANNIE Can Such Things Be? Hv HA HOLD GRAY

it warn Linda, chattering with forced
gaiety, her eyes turned anxiously
up to the rump trinAntva n.l

--arRE irss no mistaking; Rosia's

lrd. "An x,ra toweir
if "Certainly, sir, I'm aorrjr

,b.l .Pratt
just coming through the screen door
was onaugnneasey.

What Bosle honed Tom did nn
stop to discover. With one quickmotion he wss beside the bundle
tucking the note under the string,and he ran down the steps so quick-
ly that he bad time to slip from
the little hall into the garage proper,so that he was emerging from Its
open double doors as the Irishman
reached the building. Hastily he
tried to think If he had left anytrace of his presence upstairs. He
had not been smoking, so there
would be no ash on floor or window
sill. No, he was safe.
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But his urgent desire to see the
freshly laundered shirt seemed now
unattainable. Linda apparently had
been unable to detain their guest
long enough to give him a free hand,
but perhaps he himself could prevent
Shaughnessey fror going upstairs.
Then there always would be the
cfcance that he could ellp over again,
unseen, and complete his

"Hello, Shaughnessey!" he called
cheerfully and thought that as an
actor he was improving. Not all
the laurels could go to the artful
Linda. "Are you coming to tell me
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there's a telephone call?"
The other, not unnaturally, looked

startled.
"No there's none that I know

of," he said. "I wnB going upstairs."
As Tom offered his cignret case

he neatly blocked the narrow door.

"Thought Boyle might have been
heard from," he explained. "I'm
afraid we're In for the evening,
Shan glmesKey. Thnt fellow's a bad
egg and If he can make things un-

comfortable for us he will. Has
Mrs. Averlll said anything about
staying over?"

"No. I spoke to her Just a mo-
ment ago."

"Oh, Linda!" Tom raised his voice
in a rather hearty shout and thought
he observed a flicked of surprise in
the other's eyes. Somehow he bad to
keep this man downstairs and occu-

pied until he could get back. To his
delight Linda appeared et once at
the door and Tom dropped bis arm
familiarly over the Irishman's shoul-

der.
"Come on back a moment," he

said. "Linda I was just telling Mr.
Shaughnessey that Boyle was likely
to he late."

She caught her cue instantly.
"Isn't it exasperating?" she asked

with every evidence of annoyance.
"I'm ao sorry, Mr. Shaughnessey!
I've just spoken to the others and
I want to ask you too won't you
stay over tonight? We should love
to have you and then his being so
late will make no difference."

As she repeated her invitation of
a few moments before Tom man-

aged to direct them all slowly but
definitely toward the house. The
effort of doing so and preserving his

ordinary ontwnrd calm brought bends
of perspiration to his forehead. Now

they were at the door. Linda had

caught on that he wanted ber to
sfcer Shaughnessey Inside would

they succeed? He hardly noticed

alle'i volM saemad to m from
Jb , down th. hall. Befora th

probably. "I must hay.J joi .lr. I ut think now.
Wwld !' had mough. I al-- S

allow for the beach. Will thl.
t too, '

than anougb. Thank yon."
X's that!" thoogtat Tom ex- -

ith bU wI,e- - ?ut
Jotin't necessarily mean after

fill .! th "v'1'' DY"-Li-

he take It for granted he wa

ITone, though, and aik Rosle for
.U.f If the miasinl one hadn't

Sl Ji, own? Hosia doean't forget-J-frB

sora Blnke tails her to
plenty."

1 do," agreed Iinda when at the
f tie door closing they tnrned

"Tone accord to each other. "Bat
i. t little low on toweli iust now

i laving all these extra people

u, cramped blt But 1 told
to let me know If she needed

more,"

"Would she be apt to forget aojr- -

Mt1" '

"Xerer! It's her regular routine.

J,,' wouldn't vary It."
"There's double supply needed

She'd remember."
Then you think 7"
I think I found that missing towel

k Mr. Statlander's hamper. And I
t,w it was the one that went

rnd my neck."
"But wherever you found it, it

fit Pratt who asked for another."
Mr. DeVos might have if he

han't. AH we know is that there
, one short. And that Mr. Stat-kid- ir

had the smeary one in his

wiieision,

0( the two, I'd rather b the
m who aiked for another than the
tu who had It In his hamper. Binks,

irn If we have to aak him polnt-Nin-

ws must learn where Stat-knd-

got It anl why he hid It
rut."

"Marvin's gone back to his room.
Turn, were you going to eay some- -....

He snapped his fingers) in irritati-

on. "Damn Itl I wonder if I've
kit my chance. I must get over to
tli garage, Linda. Did yon see
fiioihneisey?"

"No, he didn't com ta with the
oiler men. Haven't you seen him
Jovn here?"

Tie, and I've been watching to be
an. I did see Rosle though, and
ill was going over there very
quietly and fnrrlvely, I thought,
inrryhif alone. She had a white
piduge flnt like this." He rt

In the air. "Just the size
el- -"

"A folded shirt," said Linda.
; "Eiartly. She simply flew up the
stairs and down again because she
hoe right out. That mode me think
li couldn't be there. He couldn't
tin reiisted a little chat even If
ill wfS anxious to get back."

Too, you must gee that shirt!"
"I'm going now. If he'e there TU

simply make an excuse remind him
tltt dinner will be ready in 10
minutes."

"Beter than that ask him to
lUj, the way we have the others."

"Rlghtl I will. Bat If he isn't "
"Barry, Tom!" They were by the

lenen door. "I'll try to keep him
he comes this way."

Br the door a broad,
eoneh ran parallel to the wall,

weeing almoitt to the first of the
ailment windows along the front of

mm. On that couch where it
"frit have h"en hnstlly dropped by

rone In a hurry to retreat lay a
t handle, amateurishly wrapped,

folded Into the cord which tied
ess t plfre of paper.
It was the work of i second to

the folded paper from under
string; and open it. The sheet,

tern fro , B lined pad, was creased
"ly once and the message was
fabled In pencil.

"P" ahlrt Is ruined entirely," he
. 1 fired the tear as best I

j hut the stancs got worso not
Utr. I hope" the words ran

r here, at the bottom of the
t and Tom stepped to the win-- "

for a better light Below he
the road, the bit of lawn, and,

"Wed, the house door. Standing in

swl

It t
.
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whether the Irishman wn agreeing
to her request or not, so desperately
was he concentrated on getting the
men Inside and keeping him there.

Just then Rnsie, like an agnel of
fammia. anneared at the screen door.

"Dinner is served, ma'am," she
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said and retired Into the shadow.
With hospitable heartiness, Tom

flnng hack the door.
"Fine! I'm hungry. In spite of tea.

Go ahead. Linda. Step In, Shntigh-nesse-

Want to wash your hands?"
He flnng open the door of the

little hall lavatory. "Right In here."
and he hurried ahead to join his

"Whew, what an escape!" he

whispered. Hurry up did I act aD

"if1"'"
"Ton're positively pale," Linda

answered hastily, hearing steps on

the floor above, "but yon did all

right otherwise. Straighten your tie."
Tom mopped his brow. The steps

were coming down the stairs.
"I'll tell you later. Keep him

here after dinner, Binks. I didn't

quite Hello, there here we all

nre! Shall wo go In, Linda?"
She smiled mechanically but walk-

ed forward as in a dream. Things
were happening with a vengeance!
How much longer would it be?

(To Be Continued)
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